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To all whonv it may concern:

Be it known that I, EUGENE CARRAINE, &
citizen of the United States, reésiding in Phila-
delphia, Pennsylvania, have invented certain
Improvements in Picture-Frames, of which
the following is a specification.

My invention relates to certain improve-
ments in frames especially adapted for hold-
ing photographs and other small pictures.

The object of my invention is to so con-
struct the frame that a series of them can be
attached one below another or side by side or
used singly.orin groups, the meansof attach-
ing the frames being obscured from view from
the front, at the same time allowing for the
insertion or removal of the picture, as desired.

In the accompanying drawings, Figuré 1 is
afront view of my photographic frame. Fig.
2 is an edge view. Tig. 3 ig a section on the
line 3 3, Fig.1. Fig. 4 isadetached perspec-
tive view showing the three sections. of the
frame. Iig. 5is a front view showing a se-
ries of the frames attached one below an-
other. Fig. 6 is a rear view of Fig. 5. TFig.
7 iz an edge view of Fig. 5. Figs. 8 and 9 are
views of a frame having the attaching means
at the sides as well as at the top and bottom.
Fig. 10 is a view of a round frame, and Fig.
11isa view of a modification of my invention.

A is the facing of the frame, made in the
present instance of cardboard. This facing
is cut out at @, so as to expose the picture.
The facing A may be covered with any suit-
able material, either fancy papers or fabrie,
or may be made of wood, metal, or other ma-
terial; but I prefer cardboard, as the frames
are particularly adapted to be strung in se-
ries and must be made light and inexpensive.
The facing may be of any shape desired—
quadrangular, as shown in Fig. 1, or circu-
lar, as shownin Fig. 10. B isthe backing, also
preferably madeof cardboard,and D is the fill-

-ing-piece, which in the present instance is
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made of cardboard and shaped as clearly
shown in Fig. 4, having two side sections d d
and a cross-section d' near one end, prefer-
ably at the bottom, to form a.cavity e. The
cross-section, however, is not at the extreme
lower edge, but some distance from it, so as
to form a cavity ¢'.

the bottom acts as a support for the photo-
graph or other mctme

The strip d’ when near’

While I have shown the filling made of a
single piece of cardboard cut to-shape, it may
be made of a number of strips, if found more
economical.

Near the upperand lower edges of the back-
ing B, I secure eyelets f, as clearly shown in
Fig. 4, and in-the present instance I have
shown two eyelets at each edge. I prefer-
ably place these eyelets as near the edge as
possible, so that the connecting-ribbon or

55

60

other fastening may be readily passed through -

the eyelet. The recess e for the picture, be-
tween the back and the facing, and the re-
cess ¢ allow sufficient space for the passage
of the ribbon or other fastening.

In manufacturing the frame, the several
pieces are made of eardboard or other suit-
able material, the eyelets being secured in
position on the baeking. The filling-piece D
is secured to the backing by any suitable ce-
menting agent, and the facingafter being cov-
ered, if desired, is secured to the filling-piece.
Thus the frame is completed, leaving suffi-
cient space for the insertion of a picture and
alsoleaving space for the eyelets tobe thread-
ed with ribbon or other fastening means.

As shown in Fig. 1, the facing hides the
eyelets, so'that to all appearances the frame
is simply an ordinary frame. A single frame
can be hung up by simply passing a ribbon
or cord through the upper eyelets, and as the
pictures accumulate frames can be purchased
and attached one under another, as shown
clearly in Figs. 5, 6, and 7, by ubbons or
other attaehmw means.

The frames may be sold singly, or a nums-
ber of frames may be attached together by
ribbong or chains and sold in series, as in
Fig. 5.

While I have shown a series of frames all
of the same size, it will be understood that
by my invention frames differing in size may
be coupled together.

In Figs. 8 and 9 I have shown a modifica-
tion in which recesses ¢* ¢®are for med on the
side in addition to the recessese e’ at the up-
per and lower edges. By this arrangement
in a frame having an elongated opening the
frame can be used for either an upright ora
horizontal picture. - In Fig. 8 I have shown
the filling-piece inclosing the space for the
picture. The backing is slit in this instance,
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as indiecated in Fig. 9, so as to allow for ihe
insertion of the plcture between the backing
and the casing.

In Fig. 11 T have shown the eyelets in the

'backing at the corners -instead of at the up-
per and lower edges, and the filling-piece is

cut away at the corners, so as to make the re-

_cesses between the backlntr and the facing.
This frame can also be used for either a ver-,

tical ot horizontal picture.

. It will be understood that modifications of
the invention will readily suggest themselves,
according to the character of the frame used,
the obJeeb being to provide means of attach-
ing the frames in series without exposing to
Vie'w, the openings or other means of attach-
ment when used as as a single picture or in
series, as shown in Fig. 5, in which view only
the ribbons connecting the pictures are ex-
posed. .

The frames in some instances may be ar-
ranged side by side or grouped in any ar-
rangement desired.

I claim as my invention—

1. The combination of two or more frames,
each frame consisting of a backing, a facing
having an opening therein to expose the pic-
ture, and a filling-piece shaped to form cavi-
ties between the facing and the backing, with
means for attaching two or more frames to-
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gether, said means being secured to the back-

ing, substantially as described.

2. The combination of the backing, the fac-
ing baving an opening to expose the picture,
a filling-section between the backing and fae-
ing cut out to form spaces between the back-
ing and facing, and holes in the opposite
edges of the backing, so that two or more
frames can be coupled together, substantially
as described.

3. The combination of a backing, a facing
cut out to expose the picture, a cut-out filling-
piece between the facing and backing so as
to form cavities between the facing and back-
ing, eyelets near the opposite edges of ‘the
backing, substantially as described.

4. The ecombination of a backing, a facing
cut out to exposea picture, a filling-piece with
cavities at four sides, and openings in the
backing in line with the cavities so that the
series of frames can be strung together either
in an upright orhorlzontal posmon substan-
tially as described.

In testimony whereof I have signed my
name to this specification in the presence of
two subseribing witnesses.

EUGENE CARRAINE.

Witnesses:

WILL. A. BARR,
Jos. H. KLEIN.
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