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1. 

This invention relates to crutches and more 
particularly to crutches of the adjustable length 
type. '' ????, 
An object of this invention is to provide a crutch adjustable as to length which is made out 

of telescoping tubular members and which in 
cludes an arm grip sleeve pivotally secured to the 
upper end of the support, whereby the user may 
;release the hand grip and still retain the support ... 
on the arm. 
Another object of this invention is to provide a 

crutch of this kind embodying a split sleeve 
adapted to grip the arm and a right angularly 
...disposed handgrip below the arm sleeve, the arm 
sleeve, being pivotally secured at the upper end of 
the Support so that the crutch will be detachably 
secured to the arm and the hand grip can be used 
during walking and released when the user is 
stationary. 
A further object of this invention is to provide 

a crutch of this kind including readily adjustable 
means Whereby the length of the crutch support 
can be adjusted, and if desired the crutch can be 
disassembled so that it will occupy only a small 
Space. 
With the foregoing objects in view and others 

which may hereinafter more fully appear, the 
invention consists of the novel construction, con 
bination and arrangement of parts, as Will be more 
specifically described, and illustrated in the ac 
companying diraWings, Wherein are shoWn i em 
bodiments of the invention, but it is to be under 
stood that changes, variations and modifications 
may be resorted to which fall within the scope 
of the invention, as claimed. 

Figure 1 is a detail front elevation of a crutch 
partly broken away constructed according to an 
embodiment of this invention, 

Figure 2 is a detail side elevation partly broken 
away of the device, 

Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary sectional 
view of the upper portion of the lower support, 

Figure 4 is a fragmentry vertical section of the 
lower end of the inner Support, 

Figure 5 is a fragmentary side elevation of the 
upper end of the crutch with the sleeve, or arm 
clamp in a substantially horizontal position. 

Referring to the drawings, the numeral Odes 
ignates generally an outer tubular member and 
the numeral designates generally an inner 
lengthwise adjustable tubular member. The Outer 
tubular member O has extending from the upper 
end thereof an elongated supporting bar 2 which 
is formed with an obtusely extending upper por 
tion f3. The lower end of the supporting bar 2 

2 
is formed with a reduced stud (4 having a down 
Wardly opening socket 15 in the loweriend thereof 
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and a releasable securing means generally desig 
natedras 16 securesi the studº: 44 toº the upperº por 
tion of the outer member 10. The securing means f6 includes a substantially U-shaped spring IT 
which has secured to the upper end portions 
thereof a pair of plugs f8 which are adapted to 
slidably engage through openings f9 formed in 
the socket? 5 and openings 20 formed in the 
tubular member O. * : : : 
The support 2 has extending rightangularly 

from the lower portion thereof a hand grip mem 
ber 2 having an annular rib. 22 at its outer end 
and formed with finger notches 23 in the lower 
side thereof. The bar? 2 with the extension 3 
is substantially T-shaped in transverse section 
and has formed in the upper end thereof a pair 
of ears 23 within which a pivot bar 24 is adapted 
to loosely engage. 
The bar 24 is pivotally mounted on a pivot 25 

extending between the ears 23. An arm clamping 
sleeve 26 is secured by fastening members 27 to 
the pivot bar 24 and the sleeve 26 is split at its 
forward side as indicated at 28, and the ends of 
the sleeve are then rolled back as indicated at 
29. The upper and lower edges of the sleeve 26 
are also flared outwardly as indicated at 30 and 
3 respectively. 
The inner, tubular member is adjusted 

lengthwise of the outer tubular member O by 
means of a pair of spring pressed plugs 32 which 
are carried by the free ends of a U-shaped spring 
3. A cylindrical reinforcing member 34 is 
welded or otherwise firmly secured within the 
inner member i? and provides a reinforcing means, 
for the inner member adjacent the locking 
plugs 32. The plugs 32 are slidable in registering 
openings 35 and 36 which are formed in the rein 
forcing member 34 and the inner member if 
respectively. - 

A lower plug 37 is disposed in the lower end of 
the inner member , being secured therein by 
a, pair of diametrically disposed fastening mem 
bers 38. The plug 37 is formed at its lower end 
with an annular flange 39 engaging against the 
lower end of the inner member . A cushion 
member 40 engages about the lower end of thein 
ner member and includes a cylindrical side wall 
4 having formed integral thereWith a lower 
wall 42 and preferably an annular rib 43 is formed 
at the lower end of the cushion member 40. The 
cushion member 40 may be made out of rubber 
or other cushioning material which will not 

  

  

  



3 
readily wear upon contact with rough surfaces 
or the like. 
In the use of the crutch the arm may be ex 

tended through the sleeve 26 and the grip mem 
ber 20 grasped in one hand. The inner and 
outer members 0 and are adjusted as to length 
by pressing the plugs 32 inwardly and then mov 
ing the inner member either inwardly or out 
wardly until the plug 32 registers with a select 
ed pair of openings. 44 in the outer member 0. 
In the event it is desired to release the hand grip 
20 without taking the arm gripping member 26 
from the arm and to provide for lighting a cig 
arette or for other purposes, the arm engaged 

swinging from the pivot 25. . . . . . . . . . 
If it is desired to collapse the crutch, the up 

per supporting bar 2 may be removed from the 
sleeve or tubular member O by pressing...the 
buttons or plugs 8 inwardly and then pulling 

...the bar f2 from the tubular member. O. The 
inner tubular member? may be moved inwardly 
to the limit: permitted by the cushion member 40 
or may be completely withdrawn from the outer 
member 0 by pushing the buttons, or plugs 32 
inwardly and then shifting the inner member 
At endwise in the desired direction. . . 

... With a crutch as hereinbefore described the 
crutch may be made out of lightweight metal 
which will have sufficient strength to provide the 
necessary support and still be of sufficiently 
light weight that it will not be heavy to use. 
...What I claim is: . . . 

1. A crutch comprising an elongated support 

with the sleeve 26 may be raised, the sleeve 

ing member formed of a pair of telescoping tu 
bular rods, an elongated supporting bar, a re 
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duced stud on the lower end of said bar engag 
ing in the upper end of the outer of said tubular 
members, locking pins engaging through said 
stud and said outer member, said outer member 

is formed with a longitudinal series of transversely 
aligned openings therein, locking pins engaging 
through the upper end of the inner of said tubu 
lar members and in selected openings of Said 
outer tubular member securing said members in 
selected adjusted position; an obtusely disposed 
upper portion on said supporting bar, and a split 
arm supporting sleeve rockably carried by Said 
upper portion of said bar. 

... 2. A crutch as set forth in claim 1, includ 
ing a forwardly extending handle on said bar 
below said split sleeve. 

: 3. A crutch as set forth in claim 1, including 
U-shaped springs in said supporting member, the 
free ends of the arms of said springs being fixed 

20 to the inner ends of said locking pins. 
... . 2. . . . . ANDERS R.: LOFSTRAND, JR. 
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