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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, MoRTIMERS. HARSHA, 

of Chicago, in the county of Cook and State 
of Illinois, have invented certain Improve 
ments in Wire Fences, of which the following 
is a specification: 

In the accompanying drawing, forming a 
part of this specification, Figure 1 is a view 
of my improved fence-barb while in the flat. 
Fig. 2 is a front view, and Fig. 3 is a side view, 
of the same as it appears when attached to 
the fence-wire. 

Like letters of reference made use of in the 
Several figures indicate like parts wherever 
used. - 

Referring to said drawing, the letter A. 
represents the barb, which, as there shown, 
is cut from sheet metal, with two points at 
one end, one at each corner, and one at the 
center of the other end. By giving them this 
form I am enabled to cut them from the sheet 
Without waste of material. As illustrated by 
the drawing, each barb-blank is perforated 
With a longitudinal slot, e, and the central 
part of it is then given a U-shaped bend, as 
shown in Figs. 2 and 3, which is intended to 
fit the fence-wire snugly. The slot e should 
be of such length that after the bend has been 
made and the barb has been placed upon the 
Wire there will be room in the ends of the 
slot and back of the wire for the entrance of 
a wedge-shaped key, k, which is driven in 

across the line of the wire, as shown in Figs. 
2 and 3, passing through both the slot ends. 
I have found that ordinary nails answer the 
purpose of the key very Well. 
A further peculiarity of the slots lies in the 

lateral enlargements e'e', the purpose whereof 
is to make an opening which shall expose the 
fence-wire upon the side opposite the keys k, 
so that when a sufficiently large key is used 
it may be forced in with sufficient power to 
form a bight in the fence-wire at the point of 
such exposure. Slipping of the barb upon 
the wire may thus be avoided. The barbs 
may be given the bend shown by the manu 
facturer, and they can then be affixed to the 
wire by unskilled labor, and without the use 
of machinery or tools other than such as can 
be found in every farm-house. 
What I claim as new is 
The sheet-metal barb, provided with the 

longitudinal slot ee', bent as described, so 
that it may embrace the fence-wire and be se 
cured thereon by a key inserted behind or 
under the wire and through the ends of the 
slot, substantially as specified. 
The above specification signed by me this 

*8th day of July, 1875. 
MORTIMER. S. HARSHA. 

Witnesses: 
M. G. CoLLSON, 
R. D. INGERSOLL. 

  


