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To callwhamztmay concern: .
Be it known that I, Cmarces W. Haw-

THORNE, a citizen - of the United States, re-

siding at Buffalo, in the county of Erie and
Htate of New Y 011\. have invented a new and
useful Tmprovement in Signs and the like,
ot which the following is ‘a;speciﬁcation.
This invention relates to signs, advertis-

ing devices and the like, and has for one of

it ob]ects to provide a pmctleal and pleasing
sign or the ld{c, of strong, durable and com-
D‘u&il‘ ely 1llcxpenolve construetion, in
which the advertising or other matter’ is
displayed on a surface composed of a plu-
rahty of component sections or elements
which are arrvanged so as to produce; in ef-
fect, = continuous display surface, but which
are nevertheless mounted to swing independ-
ently to reduce. the wind resmhnce of the
urface, attract attention and create a
pleasing effect. ‘Other objects of the inven-
tion are to construect and movably mount the
component sign elements so as to reduce the
cost and labor of making and assembling
the same, and so that said elements can be
formed and painted or otherwise finighed at
the. factory in a way to enable them to be
readily assembled at any required place. by
uniskilled labor to produce the desired sign,
picture cr other matter; and also to 1m-
prove signs and the like in the other respects
héreinafter described and set forth in the
claims.

in the accompanying chawmos

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a sign em-

bodvm(r the invention,
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Fig. 9 is a sectional elevation thereof on
line 2—2, Fig. 1.

Tig. 3 is an enlarged fragmentary front
view of the sign.

e 4 isa Doxepectlve view of one of the

sign (\3ements detached.

Flf’ b ig a gectional detail of the support- . r

ing frame on line 5—5, Fig. 3.

i . 61 a perspective view of a sign ele-
ment of modified form.

The sign surface on which the picture, ad-
vertisement or other matter for display is
painted or otherwise depicted, is made un of
a plurality of sections or elements 10 mount-

-ed side by side in close relation to'each other
suitable supporting fraime or-structure .
s that the several component sections. or

on 2

glements form in effect, especially when
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viewed from & pomt somewhat removed

from” the sign, a continuous sign surface.
The elements or sections 10 are prei'emblv
made of sheet metal or other suitable, thin

22,1922,
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material and 'are ‘separately and movahly - |

mounted in the openings or interstices of
openwork fabric 11, composed of cross wires

or slender rods 12 and 13. “In the preferred..

construction shown in''the drawings, the
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wires 12-and 18 of this fabric are arranged. -

respectively vertically and horizontally, anl
are welded together at'the points where the

wires. cross, as indicated in. Fig. 5, and the

elements or sections 10 are made of a size to
substantially fill the rectangular openings
between the cross wires of the wire fabric

,70

the elements being mounted so as to swing -

freely forwardly and rearwardly In saq
openings.

In the form shown in 1ig. 4, each 31gn""‘
element or section 10 is prov1ded Wlth a bent-

over, upper edge 14, forming a split sleeve,
Wherebv the elements are actapted to be hung

‘on the horizontal wires 13.0f the supportmcrv

frame,. §o that the eclements 10 can swing
freeh' back and forth on the eres 18 *11 the
openings formed by the cross wires. - The
sleeves at the upper ends of the elements are
preferably formed so'that the elements can
be readily -snapped into place on the hori-
zontal wires and retained thereon against
accidental displacement, while nevertheless
being free to swing and achpted to be readily
removed. if des1red

As shown in Fig. 6, the sign element 10
consists of a rectanouhr piece. Vot sheet metal
bent upon itself nndway between its ends to
provide opposite halves or plates connected
at the upper end of the element by a tubu-
lar steeve 15 adapted to receive the support-

ing wire 13. In.either form of the sign ele--

ments 10 and. 10 they are adapted to be

endily engaged with and detached from the
supportmo wires and to-hang therefrom s
as to swing freely.on the wires,

The fabric composed of: the cr 0ss wires 12
and 13, can be supported in operative posi--

tion in any suitable manner. For instance,
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as shown, the fabric is secured in Vertlcal

position in an upright frame composed of
vertical side posts or tubes 16 and top and

bottom cross- bars_or’ tubes 17 and 18, ‘the

lower ends of the side posts being embedded
in a -foundation to statio-narﬂy ‘secure. the
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The wires of the

sign in upright position.
and

fabric 11 are secured to the upright
cross bars of the supporting frame.
In order to limit the swing of the sign

- elements 10 and prevent them from swing-

ing into positions one behind the other, and
possibly interlocking or catching so as to
prevent their return to the normal hanging
positions, stops 19 are provided, which as
shown consists of wires C}:temﬁno verticall
in front and in rear of the sign from the top
to the bottom bavs of the supporting frame,
cne stop wire 19 being arranged in front
and in rear of each vertical row of the sign
elements, and at a distance  therefrom

.adapted to permit the elemenis to swing

freely through & considerable are, but to
engage and . prevent the elements from
swinging beyond - the deSLed limit. The
stop wires 19 are preferably attache 1 to
fittings 20 on the top and bottom bars of the
supporting frame, these fittings "I‘OJGCLW}O
forwardly and rearwardly from the frame
bars sufiiciently to hold the stop wires at
the required distance in front and in rear of
the swinging sign elements.

The wires or rods 12 and 13 forming the
fabric 11 which supports the swinging sign
elements are slender, and by lnngmg the
ign elements directly on the horizontal
wires or rods by the bent-over parts of the
elements, and making the elements prac

tically as large as the openings between the
cross wires, pract]cql‘y 0o open snaces are
left between adjacent elements 10, and the
swinging elements form a substantially con-

) tlnuous smn SL““f‘ICS, asg 1em‘osemel n ﬂlO
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, the reahstlc effect

1. The use of the fabric in which the cross-

ing wires or rods are welded at their infer-

sections and not twisted. together or con-
nected by joint pieces, enables the elements
10 to be arranged much closer together than
would he otherwise possible, znd thus
enhances the unbroken effect of the sign
surface. If the picture or device moplayed
on the sign covers a plurality of these ele-

Taents 107 as in the case of the potted plant

by

represented in Fig. 1, component portions of
the picture will appear on differént sign ele-
ments, and each element will bear orlly

portlon of the comple*e picture or device.
In this way, when the ! hanging elements are
caused to swing back and forth by the wind.
they will produce a seintillation or motion
of the picture, which produces a pleasing
and attractive effect which draws attention
to the sign and adds to its advertising value.
The movement, of the component ])Ot‘tl()n:a of
the picture, especmllv when an object hav-
ing moving portions is represented, adds to
of the 1enresent%’mon
creating the impression of movement which
would be produced by the thing pictured.
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A large picture or sign can also be produced
and set up 1nﬂ:»'pens1vely by reason of this
construction, since the sign or picture can
be painted or ctherwise produced on the
component elements at the shop or factory,
and then simply by numbering the indi-
vidual elements 1 m ordel, they can be packed
compactly and nsponed to the place
where the sign is to be set up and readily
placed in the proper order ‘indicated by the
numbers, by unskilled labor. - The size of
the sign clements and other paras will vary,
depe mhno upon the size of the sign and the

nature of the picture or aeuce o be dis-

played.
I claim as my invention:

In a sign or the like, ‘the combvntlon
Vlﬂl & snm)ort‘nd structnre comprising a
wire fabric composed of a plurahty of cross
wires running two ways of the fabric and
forming intervening openings, of a plural-
ity of sign elements hung on sald fabric
tc swing ’naepen@cnﬂv each in one of said
openings, said elements practicaily filling

said openings and formmg a practically con-
Lmr(\hs gign surface for a 1epleqeamt10n,
different co'nponbnt portions of which. are
formed by different elements.

2. In a sign or the 111\6 the combination
Wlﬂl a supportmo stlncture comprmna a
wire fabric composod of a Ulumhfy of erogs
wires running two ways of the fabric and
40rm1ng inters vening openings, of a plurality
of sheet metal szgn elements hun@ on said
fabric to swing independently. each in one
of said openi 10° said elements v practically
filling said openi n 'S

2. Ina sugn OL the tilre, the combination
with a supperting structure comprising a
wire fabric como@smd of a plurality of hor1~
zontal wires and a plurality of vertical wires
crossing said horizontal wires and welded
Luieto said crossing wires forming inter-
vening openmvs of a plu:ahty of thin 51gn
elempnis hung en said horizontal wires to
swing maepenaendy each in one of said
openings, said elements practically filling
said openings and forming a practically con-
tinuous sign surface.

4. In a sign or the like, the combination
with a mmporano structu‘e comprising a
plurality of horizontal wires and a D]ul 1-
ity of vertical wires crossing and secured to
said horizontal wires, of a pl wrality of sheet
metal sign elements having bent-over por-
tions by which said e%mcnts are hung on
said horizontal wires to swing mdepen lent ty
between said vertical wwires, sald elements
having their horizontal and vertical edges
res pectlvel" aﬁljacmf to zaid-horizontal 2 and
vertical wires.
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