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To all whom it may concern:

Beit known that I, IsasrrLe J. Jounson, a
citizen of the United States, residing at Coke-
dale, in the county of Park and State of Mon-
tana, have invented new and useful Improve-
ments in Garment-Supporters, of which the
following is a specification.

This invention relates to a combined body
brace or stay and garment -supporter, the
main object of the invention being to provide
an- appliance of this character especially
adapted for the use of women and designed
to take the place of ordinary corsets to per-
form the functions thereof, while obviating
their objectionable features, and which at the
same time will afford support for the drawers,
hose, and other articles of apparel or tempo-
rary toilet attachments.

Another object is to provide a stay and
supporter which by slight variations in form
and construction may be adapted for use as a
garment-supporter for children of both sexes.

Still another object is to provide an appli-
ance which will permit free and easy move-

ments of the body of the wearer without dis-

comfort and without throwing any added
strain upon the garments.

The preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion is illustrated in the accompanying draw-
ings, in which— :

Figure 1 is a front perspective view of a
body brace or stay and garment-supporter
embodying my invention, the device as

_shown therein being especially adapted for
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the use of women. Kig: 2 is a rear elevation
of the same. TFig. 3 is a detail elevation, on
an enlarged scale, of the abdominal pad and
associated parts of the waistband, showing
the pad turned outwardly or forwardly and
disconnected from the free end of the waist-
band. Fig. 4 is a perspective view of the ap-
pliance as slightly modified for use as a gar-
ment - supporter for children. Fig. 5 1s a
front or inner elevation view showing the
same opened or outspread.

The combined stay and supporter eom-
prises the corresponding side sections A and
B, which are designed to be supported from
the shoulders of the wearer. Hach of these
side portions consists of a strap of fabric fold-
ed to form & shoulder-strap 1 and thence
continuing downward in the form of front
and rear suspension-straps 2 and 3. The
straps 2 and 3 are connected at their junction
with the lower ends of the shoulder-strap 1
by a connecting web or strap 4, which ex-

‘tends under the armpit and maintains the
upper portion of the device in proper posi-
tion upon the shoulder of the wearer. The
outer edge of the shoulder-strap 1 and the
upper edge of the connecting armpit-strap 4
are properly curved or cut out to form an
armhole to comfortably accommodate and
fit the arm and shoulder of the wearer. The
rear suspension-straps 3 of the side sections A
and B are connected by a transverse strap 5,
which extends across the back of the wearer
immediately below the shoulder - line and
holds the shoulder-straps 1 in proper relation
and prevents them from shifting, while the
front suspension-straps 2 are curved inwardly
below the shoulder-straps and are enlarged
at their points of junction with the armpit-
straps 4 to provide supporting portions 6 of
sufficient area to properly bear against and
support the mammary-glands, thus obviat-
ing the necessity of employing corsets for this
purpose.

The front and rear suspension-straps 2 and
3 are connected near their lower ends to a
waist band or belt 7, to the back portion of
which is attached a pad 8, adapted to rest
upon the back below the waist-line and form
an effectual back-support. This pad con-
sists of folds or plies of a suitable fabric
stitched together and stiffened by interposed
feather bones or stays 9. The waistband 7
rests at its rear against the small or waist
portion of the back, thence extends for-
wardly from the hips and over the abdomen,
the said rear portion of the waistband being
enlarged to provide a substantially triangu-
lar projection 10, which extends upwardly
and bears against the back a short distance
above the waist-line to increase the support-
ing or bracing action. Buttons 7° are pro-
vided upon the waistband for the attach-
ment of the drawers and to permit the latter
to be conveniently supported therefrom. The
free ends 11 and 12 of the waistband overlap
at the front of the stay and supporter, the
end 11 being arranged to extend over and
outside the ends 12 and having secured there-
to a pad 13 of proper form to rest upon and
support and give proper shape to the abdo-
men. This pad 13 is constructed similarly
to the pad 8 and is provided with feather-
boning or stiffening steels or stays 14. In
order to secure the ends of the waistband to-

gether to hold the stay and supporter snugly

about the waist of the wearer, any preferred
form and construction of connecting means
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may be used. In the present instance, how-
ever, 1 have shown the underlying end 12 of
the waistband provided at its free edge with
eyes 15 to engage hooks 16, secured to and
set back from the free edge of the end 11 and
preferably arranged above the inner right-
hand edge of the pad 13. The free edge of
the end 11 is also provided with hooks 17 to
engage eyes 18, secured to the end 12 at a
pointinwardly from its free edge and substan-
tially in line with the outer edge of the con-
necting front suspension-strap 2 of the side
section B, these two sets of fastenings when
connected serving to unite the ends 11 and 12
of the waistband on opposite sides of the ver-
tical line of the abdominal pad 13, whereby
they are held from shifting and moving the
pad 13 out of proper position. In addition
the end 11 may be provided near its upper
edge and at a point above the free or left-
hand edge of the pad 13 with a hook 19 to en-
gage an eye 20, secured to the upper edge of
the end 12 substantially in line with the in-
ner edge of the front suspension-strap 2 of
the side section B to relieve the above-de-
scribed stays or fastenings from undue strain

- and prevent undue downward movement of
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the abdominal pad 13 under the pull of the
front pairs of supporters hereinafter de-
seribed. In practice the waistband, as well

as the elements of the sections A and B, will-

be accurately cut to fit the body of the wearer,
so that the device may be worn with comfort
and convenience. o

Secured to the abdominal pad 13 are pairs
of hose-supporters 21 and 22, provided at
their lower ends with any preferred type of
hose-engaging devices. At the rear of the
device are also back hose-supporters 23 and
24, secured to suspending-tabs 25, consti-
tuting continuations below the waist-belt of
therear suspension-straps 3. Byso applying
the hose-supporters the hose or stockings
will be supported from the shoulders of the
wearer, where the weight should be properly
sustained.

The mode of applying the device to the
person will be readily understood from the
foregoing description, and it will be seen that
the device as constructed is adapted to not
only perform all of the functions of the usual
corset, but is free from the defects thereof
and at the same time allows free and perfect
play to the parts of the body during the body
movements without throwing strain upon
the garments.

. The back and abdominal pads 8 and 13, re-
spectively, carry rings or other suitable at-
taching elements 26 and 27, to which the end
of the menstruation-napkin may be con-
nected.

Inadapting the devicefor use'as a garment-
supporter for children, as shown in Figs. 4
and 5, the pads 8 and 13 are dispensed with
and the waistband 7 is made straight through-
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out its length, one of the ends of the band be-
ing provided with buttonholes 28 and the
other with buttons 29 to engage the same to
hold the lower portion of the supporter secure
about the body. The breast-strap 30 is fur-
ther provided to hold the upper portion of the
supporter in position, one end of said strap
being sewed to one of the side sections, such
as the section A, while the other end is adapt-
ed to be engaged with the other side section,
the free end of the breast-strap 30 being
shown in the present instance as formed with
buttonholes 31 to engage buttons 32 on the
section B. The front and rear suspension-
straps of the sections A and B are in this con-
struction both continued below the waistband
7’ to provide supporting-tabs 33 for the at-
tachment of hose-supporters. Buttons 34
are provided upon opposite sides of the
waistband, as in the construction shown in
Figs. 1, 2, and 3, to enable the drawers to be
attached to and supported from the sup-
porter. By so constructing the garment-
supporter freedom of movement of the parts
of the body is insured, while provision is
made for supporting the garments of the
child in the most effective manner. The sup-
porter shown in Figs. 4 and 5 is primarily de-
signed as a garment-supporting appliance for
girls; but by slight alterations, such as by ar-
ranging a band or strap upon the inner side
of the waistband and modifying the device
for the application and use of bachelor-but-
tons, the device may be used as a garment-
supporter for boys.

From the foregoing description, taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings,
the construction and mode of operation of
the invention will be understood without a
further extended description.

Changes in the form, proportions, and mi-
nor details of construction may be madewith-

in the scope of the invention without depart-

ing from the spirit or sacrificing any of the
advantages thereof.

Having thus described my invention, what
I claim is—

1. A body-brace and garment-supporter
comprising two sections, each consisting of a
shoulder-strap, front and rear suspension-
straps depending from the shoulder-strap, an
armpit - strap connecting the outer edges of
the shoulder and suspension straps, a back-
strap independent of said armpit-straps and
connecting the rear suspension-straps of the
two sections, a waistband connected to the
Jower ends of the suspension-straps, said
band being provided with a rear bracing en-
largement and having its free end arranged
to overlap at the front and provided with fas-
tening means, and tabs depending from the
belt in the plane of said suspending-straps.

2. A body-brace and garment-supporter
comprising two sections, each consisting of a
shoulder-strap, front and rear suspension-
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straps depending from the shoulder-strap, an
armpit - strap connecting the outer edges of
the shoulder and suspension straps, a back-
strap connecting the rear suspension-straps
of the two sections, a waistband connected to
the lower ends of the suspension-straps, back
and abdominal pads secured respectively to
therear portion and one of the ends of the
waistband, the ends of the waistband being
arranged to overlap at the front, and means
for connecting the said ends of the waistband
on opposite sides of the vertical line of the
abdominal pad.

3. A body-brace and garment-supporter
comprising two sections, each consisting of a
shoulder-strap, front and rear suspension-
straps depending from the shoulder-strap, an
armpit - strap connecting the outer edges of

g

the shoulder and suspension straps, a back-
strap connecting the rear suspension-straps
of the two sections, a waistband connected to
the lower ends of the suspension-straps, and
having an upward bracing extension at the
rear and its ends arranged to overlap at the
front, back and abdominal pads secured to
the waistband respectively below said brac-
ing enlargement and to one of the ends of the
band, and means for connecting the ends of
the band on opposite sides of the vertical line
of the abdominal pad.
In testimony whereof I affix my signature
in presence of two witnesses.
ISABELLE J. JOHNSON.
Witnesses: :
MarGarET JoHNSON,
R. M. Kavanacm.
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