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"To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, THEODORE A.DENNIS,
of the city of Newark, in the county of Essex
and State of New Jersey, have invented cer-
~ tain new and useful Improvements in Trav-
eling-Bags ; and I do hereby declare that the
following is a full, clear, and exact descrip-
tion thereof Whlch will enable others skilled
in the art to which it appertains to make and
use the same, reference being had to the ac-
companying drawings, and to the letters of
reference marked thereon, which form a part
of this specification.

This invention relates to what are denomi-
nated “traveling bags,” which have heretofore
been made of carpet, leather, and . other flexi-
ble materials; and has for its object the con-
struction of a traveling-bag of a character to
be manufactured with facility, combining flexi-
bility, cheapness, durability, lightness, and
which shall also be water-proof.

The improved traveling-bag éonsists of fab-
ric and rubber, which are combmed in the pro-
cess of manufacture.

The rubber which I use in carrying out my
invention is prepared in the same manner,
and of about the same consistency, as that re-
quired in the manufacture of india-rubber
shoes.

The mode of constructionis as follows: The
inside lining is first folded over a form or pat-
tern corresponding in size and shape to.that
of the bag itself, and made perfectly smooth
thereon, and the edges are brought together,
or nearly together, but so as not to overlap,
after which the rubber is applied and cement-
ed to the lining, substantially the same as in
rubber shoes. A

In constructing the handle any suitable fill-
ing may be used,and the rabber drawn around
and cemented thereto in the same manner as
above set forth.

At one side of the body A of the b’Lg is the
usual pocket, which is covered by a flap, A’
This flap consists of elastic material, made by
cementing rubber to an elastic fabric—as, for
instance, a knit fabric—thus dispensing with

the usual elastic straps for carrying the eyelet-

plates a, which, when the entire flap is elastic,
may be secured directly thereto, as shown.

Owing to the facility with which bags of
this coustruction can be manufactured they
can be produced at less than one-half the cost
of ordinary leather bags, while they are su-
perior thereto, inasmuch'as they are more fiex-
ible, have no joints, are water-proof, and, ow-
ing to the combination of fabric and rubber,
aremuch stronger. They also admit of being
highly ornamented by embossing the surface
of the rubber.

I claim—

1. As anew article of manufacture, a flexible
traveling-bag, consisting of a body or coating .
of rubber, applied to, and strengthened by, a
fabrie which forms the inner lining of the bag,
as set forth.

2. The combination, in a traveling- bag, of
the outside pocket and an elastic flap, A/, and
a fastening device, as described.

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
my own invention I atfix hereto my signature
in presence of two witnesses.

THEODORE A. DENNIS.
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OLIVER DRAKE,
J. C. TUNBRIDGE,




