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METALLIC BURIAL-VAULT COVER.
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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, WILLIAM ECKELS, a eiti-
zen of the United States, residing at Mechan-
iesburg, in the county of Cumberland and
State of Pennsylvania, have invented certain
new and useful Improvements in Vaults or
Tombs for Burial Purposes, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification. .

My invention relates to improvements in a
vault or tomb which is walled or bricked for
a portion of the depth of the grave and is
provided with an arched cover thereover,
said cover being adjustable both longitudi-
nally and laterally as will be hereinafter de-
seribed. ‘

Referring to the accompanying drawings
which form a part of this specification, and
in which like reference letters indicate cor-
responding parts:—Figure 1,is a perspective
view of a grave with one side and end broken
away, showing the vault or tomb and its
arched cover, in the bottom thereof. Fig. 2,
is a plan of one section of the cover. Fig. 3,
is a longitudinal central section of the plate
shown in Fig. 2. Fig. 4 is a transverse sec-
tion thereof. . '

A, represents the grave which is of suitable
depth, and which is walled or bricked up to
a point slightly above the height of the cas-
ket or coffin used.

The vault in the drawings is shown as con-
structed of brick as at B, there being side
and end walls, and the inner portion or cham-
ber of the vault or tomb is of a size adapted
to receive the casket or coffin, or an exterior
rough box or case to contain the same. The
cover comprises a series of convexo concave
plates or sections C. Each of these sections
is constructed with a wide flange ¢, at one end
for a purpose which will be presently ex-
plained. These flanges partake of the con-
vexo concave, or arched form of the plates,
and each plate or section is also provided
with side or longitudinal flanges, ¢’. Theside
flanges, ¢/, are about the width of the thick-
ness of the wall and project laterally, or in a
horizontal direction, from each side of the arch
of the plates or sections C, and are adapted
to rest on the side walls of the vault or tomb,
as shown in Fig.1. Inthe side flanges,at in-
tervals are slots, ¢% which are arranged to en-
gage with keys, pins or projections set in the

tops of the side walls, and provide for lateral
adjustment, to adapt the arched cover for a
wider or narrower vault or tomb. Supple-
mental slotted plates may be arranged under-
neath flanges ¢/, for wider adjustment. On
the top of the arch sections, at each side,
is arranged a series of hooks or other suit-
able devices; ¢?, with which a rope or strap
may be engaged for lowering the plates into
position, or for lifting them. The undersides
of the plates or sections are provided with
depending lugs or arms, ¢!, well shown in Figs.
3 and 4, which engage with the inner portions

.of the side walls of the vault or tomb, and hold

the arch plates or sections firmly in place.
The wide, transverse flanges on the arch plates
or sections, are for the purpose of longitudi-
nal adjustment, and to prevent water, moist-
ure or other substances from getting into the
vault or tomb. The end walls may be made
convex on top, to correspond with the concave
under sides of the arch plates, or the outer
ends of the plates at the head and foot of the
vault, may have depending flanges, to rest on
the end walls. As many arch sections or
plates as necessary may be used; dependent
somewhat on the size of the vault, and these
plates are constructed of any suitable metal
or other material adapted for the purpose.

The manner of usihg my invention is as fol-
lows, viz: The grave having been dug, it is
bricked or walled up with any suitable mate-
rial, a little more than the height of the cas-
ket or coffin or its exterior case, forming a
vault or tomb about the size of the casket.
Atburial, after the casket, either with or with-
out an exterior case, is in place in the vault,
the arch plates are lowered into position, with
the flange of one plate or section overlap-
ping the free end of the next adjacent one,
to provide for adjustment lengthwise of the
grave, and theslotsin theside flanges, provide
for independent lateral adjustment, and the
plates are thus adjusted laterally and longi-
tudinally to fit and cover the top of the vault
snugly. The whole top of the vault or tomb
may then be properly sealed.

The advantages of my invention will be
readily apparent.  All wet, moisture, &c.,are
excluded. The vault cannot betampered with
or its contents disturbed. The earth above
is supported by the arch, so that the top of
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the grave will notsink as is the case with most
ordinary graves,and one, or at most two sizes
of arch plates or sections, can be adjusted to
suit all sizes of vaults or tombs.

Minor changes in the details of proportions
and construction of the arch cover may be
made, and still be within the spirit of my in-
vention.
© Having thus fully deseribed my invention,
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by
Letters Patent, is— '

A cover for a vault or tomb, comprising a :

series of convexo concave arch plates with

transverse flanges, conforming to the curve

in the plates, said plates also having side 15

flanges with transverse slots across the same

in each plate or section and at both sides

thereof, and means on the plates for lowering

or lifting the same, substantially as deseribed.
Intestimony whereof I affix mysignaturein zo

presence of twg witnesses. -

" WILLIAM ECKELS.
Witnesses:

G. MorR1S ECKELS,
H. H. MERCER. ,




