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This invention relates generally to women's undergar 
ments, but has reference more particularly to garments of 
the gridle or panty girdle type, having fenestras or open 
ings in the crotch portions thereof. 

It has heretofore been proposed, as in Patent No. 
2,531,772, to provide a closure for the crotch opening of 
a girdle, which is detachably snapped to the interior face 
of the gridle. Such a closure is highly impractical, be 
Cause it is not only difficult to remove it, without remov. 
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ing the entire girdle from the body, but it is also virtually - 
impossible to replace the closure while the girdie is worn. 
Moreover, the fasteners used, being usually made of 
retal, are subject to corrosion or rusting under the con 
ditions under which the girdle is used. 

t has also been proposed, as in Patent No. 2,453,063, 
to provide a closure for the crotch opening of a girdle, 
in which the closure is removably secured to the girdle 
by means of zippers. Such a closure is also impractical, 
not only because it is difficult to remove and replace the 
closure, but also because the Zipper parts, if made of 
metal, are subject to corrosion and rusting, and because of 
the rather complicated structure used to prevent chafing 
9f body parts. The use of zippers also presents a hazard, 
E. that parts of the body can be caught in the zipper struc 
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The present invention has as its principal object the 
provision of a girdle of the character described, in which 
a closure is employed for the fenestra or crotch opening 
of the girdle, which closure is so constructed and is se 
Cured to the gridle in such a manner as to overcome all of 
the aforesaid disadvantages of prior art closures. 

Another object of the invention is to provide a girdle 
of the character described, embodying a fenestra closure 
Which can be quickly and easily removed, without remov 
all of the girdle from the body, and which can be as quick 
ly and easily replaced. 
A further object of the invention is to provide a girdle 

of the character described, embodying a fenestra closure 
and means for removably securing the closure to the 
girdle, in which such means is completely devoid of parts 
or fastening means which can cause chafing of the body, 
become corroded or rusted, or can cause any injury or 
damage to portions of the body, in the area of the crotch. 

Other objects and advantages of my invention will be 
apparent during the course of the following description. 

In the accompanying drawings forming a part of this 
specification, and in which like numerals are employed 
to designate like parts throughout the same, 

FIG. 1 is a fragmentary perspective view, showing a 
gridle embodying the invention; 

FIG. 2 is a front elevational view of a girdle embody 
ing the invention; 
FIG. 3 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view, on a 

Somewhat enlarged scale, taken on the line 3-3 of 
FIG. 2; 

FIG. 4 is a fragmentary cross-sectional view, on a 
Somewhat enlarged scale, taken on the line 4-4 of FIG. 
2, and 

FIG. 5 is a view similar to FIG. 3 but of a modification 
of the invention. 

Referring more particularly to FGS. 1 to 4 inclusive of 
the drawings, there is illustrated a girdle, having a fenes 
tra or opening 2, in the crotch area of the girdle, which 
opening, as is well understood, is used to permit natural 
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body functions of the wearer, without requiring removal 
of the girdle from the body. 

Secured to the external or outer surface of the girdle, 
along the margin of the fenestra or opening 2, as by 
means of stitching 3, is a strip 4 of a woven nylon tape, 
which forms one of the two strips of a fastener, which is 
preferably of the type known as a Velcro fastener. The 
other strip of the fastener, similarly of a woven nylon 
tape, is designated by reference numeral 5. Fasteners of 
this type are described in U.S. Patent No. 2,717,437, to 
which reference may be had for a complete understand 
ing of their construction and use. 

In brief, the strip 4 is provided on its outer surface 
with raised pile threads, and the strip 5 is similarly pro 
vided on its inner surface with raised pile threads, so that 
when the strips 4 and 5 are pressed together, by mere 
hand pressure, the threads interlock with each other to 
cause removable securement of the strip 5 to the strip 
4, this securement being such as to maintain the strip 5 
secured to the strip 4 under all normal conditions of 
wear of the girdle, as well as during laundering of the 
girdle. At the same time, the strip 5 can be readily 
removed from the strip 4 by merely pulling the strip 5 
away from the strip 4. The interlocked threads of the 
strips 4 and 5 are generally designated by reference 
numeral 6. 

Secured to that marginal portion of the strip 5 which 
lies adjacent the fenestra of opening 2 as by means of 
stitching 7, is a closure or closure member, which may 
be made of any desired fabric, as for example, silk or 
nylon, and which is of an area and conformation to effec 
tively close the fenestra or opening 2, while conforming 
generally to the shape of the body at the crotch. 

In order to facilitate replacement of the closure 8, after 
performance of the body functions, the strip 5 may be 
permanently secured to the girdle at a point at the rear 
of the girdle, as by stitching 9 (see FIG. 3). The only 
purpose of this is to prevent the closure, when it is pulled 
away from the girdle to expose the opening 2, from be 
coming entirely detached from the girdle, since complete 
detachment might require the wearer to spend some addi 
tional time to insure that the closure is properly reat 
tached. Another reason for this is to prevent possible 
loss of the closure during laundering of the garment. 
However, it is to be understood that it is not necessary 
that the closure be thus permanently secured to the girdle, 
and the closure may, in fact, be completely detachable 
from the strip 4, when body functions are to be per 
formed. Where the closure is thus completely detachable, 
it can be separately laundered, or replaced with a clean 
or new closure. 

In FIG. 5, the construction is identical with that shown 
in FIG. 3, but in this case, the stitching 9 of FIG. 3, has 
been replaced by a snap fastener 10, which fastens the 
strip 5 to the girdle at this point, so as to prevent com 
plete detachment of the closure from the girdle, when 
the girdle is to be laundered. The fastener 10, in other 
words, will secure the closure to the girdle, at this point, 
even when the closure is detached at all other points to 
permit the natural body functions. The closure may, 
however, be completely detached to permit it to be sepa 
rately laundered, or replaced with a clean or new closure. 

It is thus seen that I have devised a closure arrangement 
for girdles which arrangement overcomes all the disad 
vantages of prior art disclosures, which can be quickly 
and easily removed from the girdle, without removal of 
the girdle from the body, which can be as quickly and 
easily reattached or replaced, and which utilizes securing 
means which are completely devoid of parts or fasteners 
which can cause chafing of the body, or any injury dam 
age to portions of the body in the area of the crotch. 
Although the invention has been described with par 
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ticular reference to a girdle, it will be understood that it 
is also applicable to other undergarments of this general 
type. 

It is to be understood that the form of my invention, 
herewith shown and described, is to be taken as a pre 
ferred example of the same, and that various changes inay 
be made in the shape, size and arrangement of parts there 
of, without departing from the spirit of the invention or 
the scope of the subjoined claims. 

Having thus described my invention, claim: 
1. A garment comprising: a body including front, back 

and crotch portions defining a garment having leg open 
ings and a crotch area between said leg openings; said 
body being provided with an opening in the crotch area 
defined by a continuous marginal edge spaced from said 
leg openings whereby to leave said leg openings intact; a 
closure panel having an area sufficient to close said open 
ing of said crotch area and a marginal edge of Substan 
tially the same extent as said marginal edge of said body; 
outwardly directed first raised pile means Secured to and 
extending along said marginal edge of said opening; in 
wardly directed raised pile means secured to and extend 
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ing along said marginal edge of said closure panel; said 
first and second raised pile means adapted to be inter 
engaged to releasably secure Said closure panel to Said 
body portion to close said opening. 

2. The garment of claim 1, wherein portions of said 
marginal edge of said closure panel are permanently se 
cured to said body adjacent to said marginal edge of said 
crotch opening. 
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