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To all whom, it may concern: ' 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM J. EARLY, a 

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WILLIAM J. EARLY, of CATAWISSA, MISSOURI, ASSIGNOR OF ONE-HALF TO BERNARD 

SCHIEVE, JR., OF CATAWISSA, MISSOURI. 

GRAVE-MOUND. 
Specification of Letters Patent. 
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1,065,119. 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
Catawissa, in the county of Franklin and 
State of Missouri, have invented a new and 
useful Grave-Mound, of which the follow 
ing is a specification. “. . . . . . . . . . . 

The invention relates to improvements in 
grave mounds. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The object of the present invention is to 

improve the construction of grave mounds, 
and to provide a simple, ornamental and in 
expensive grave mound, constructed of slabs. 
of plastic material, and adapted to be read 
ily asserabled and arranged over a grave to 
form a permanent mound, and to provide an 
inclosed bed for flowers and other plants. 
With these and other objects in view, the 

invention consists in the construction and 
novel combination of parts hereinafter fully 
described, illustrated in the accompanying 
drawings, and pointed out in the claims 
hereto appended; it being understood that 
various changes in the form, proportion, size 

25. and minor details of construction, within the 
scope of the claims, may be resorted to with out departing from the spirit or sacrificing 
any of the advantages of the invention. 

In the drawings: Figure 1 is a perspective 
view of a grave mound, constructed in ac! 
cordance with this invention. Fig. 2 is a 
vertical longitudinal sectional view of the 
same. Fig. 3 is a horizontal sectional view 
of the grave mound. Fig. 4 is a central 
transverse sectional. view of the mound. 
Fig. 5 is a detail horizontal sectional view 
on the line 5-5 of Fig. 2. Fig. 6 is a detail 
perspective view of one of the corner braces. 
Fig. 7 is a similar view of one of the splice 
plates. . 

Like numerals of reference designate cor 
responding parts in all the figures of the 
drawings. . s 

In the accompanying drawings in which 
is illustrated the preferred embodiment of 
the invention, the grave mound comprises in 
its construction side slabs 1 and 2 and end 
slabs 3, connected together to form an ob 
long frame and inclined upwardly and in 
wardly to present inclined side and end faces 
to form an upwardly tapered mound. The 
side and end slabs are molded into proper 
form and are designed to be constructed of 
any suitable plastic material, such as con 
créte, cement, artificial stone, and the like, 
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and the slabs are connected together at the 
corners of the mound by interiorly arranged 
corner braces 4, composed of spaced side 
portions 5 set at an angle or inclination to 
fit the inclined inner faces of the slabs and 
connected by an intermediate upwardly ta pered integral portion 6, which spans the 
corner joint. The side attaching portions 5 
of the corner braces are provided with lon 
gitudinal slots , through which pass bolts 
S. piercing the slabs adjacent to the corners 
and having their heads embedded in the 
plastic material. Suitable recesses 9 are 
formed for the heads of the bolts or screws 
and are afterward filled with plastic ma 
terial to provide smooth exterior faces, as 
clearly illustrated in Figs. 2, 3 and 5 of the 
accompanying drawings. 
The screws or bolts 8 are provided in 

their heads with grooves to be engaged by 
the blade of a screw driver, and they are 
equipped at their inner ends with nuts 10, 
provided at their inner faces with grooves 
ol' corrugations 11, which interlock with cor 
responding grooves or corrugations 12 of 
the side portions 5 of the corner brace. The 
grooves or corrugations 12 are located above 
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and below the slot 7, and are arranged trans 
versely of the corner brace 4, as clearly 
shown in Fig. 6 of the drawings. In prac 
tice the nuts are screwed on the inner ends. 
of the bolts and are interlocked with the side 

85. 

portions of the corner brace before the bolts 
are tightened, and after the bolts are tight 
ened by a screw driver, the recesses 9, which 
receive the heads of the bolts, are filled as 
before described. By this construction, the 
nuts are locked to the bolts and fhe slabs are 
securely fastened together at the corners of 
the grave mound. While only a single cor 
ner brace is shown in the drawings at each 
of the corners of the grave mound yet it 
will be readily understood that in practice 
any number of corner braces may be em 
ployed. - 

fhefront side 1 of the grave mound con 
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sists of a single slab, and the rear side 2 is 
composed of two slabs centrally connected 
by spaced upper and lower splice bars 13, 
provided at their ends with longitudinal 
slots. 14 and secured together by bolts or 
screws 15, equipped with nuts 16 having 
grooves or corrugationis 17 to interlock with 
transverse grooves or corrugations 18, ar 
ranged above and below the slots 14 of the 
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plastic material of the slabs. 

2 

splice bars 13. The heads if the bolts or 
Screws 15 are arranged in recesses 19, which 
are filled with plastic material after the 
olts have been tightened. 
The sectional slab 2 is cer ly connected 

with the co" alous slab 1 means of an 
adjustable transverse brace composed of 
right and left hand threaded rods 20 and 21 
and a sleeve 22, having interior right and 
left hand screw threads to engage the screw 
threads of the rods 20 and 21. The outer 
terminals 23 and 24 are bent at an angle and 
are enabedded in the plastic material of the 
slabs. When the terminals of the transverse 
brace are connected to a sectional slab, as 
illustrated at one side of the grave mound 
in Fig. 3 of the drawings, the terminal por 
tion of the bi'ace fits, in registering grooves 
of the abutting inner end edges of the sec 
tions, and the, angularly bent portion is ex 
tended into a recess formed in one of the 
sections 
grooves. 

and extending from the said 
The rod 21 is arranged between 

the spaced splice bars 13 and by connecting. 
the sectional slab with the continuous slab, 
the structure is rendered rigid and there is 
no liability of the sectional slab spreading 
and affecting the solid character of the 
grave mound. Although one side slab is 
shown continuous and the other sectional, it 
will be apparent that both side slabs may be 
either continuous or sectional as desired. 
The grave mound is designed to have en 

bedded in it the letters of any desired in 
scription. The letters may be of any suit 
able material, and emblems and various other 
ornaments may also be embedded in the 

The frame 
formed by the slabs is designed to be filled 
with earth, which forms an inclosed bed for 
flowers and other plants. - 
What is claimed is:- 
1. A grave mound including side and end 

slabs set at an inclination and fitted together 
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the projecting inner portions of the bolts 
and having g or corrugatiuins located 
above and below the sists agai disposed trans 
versely of the corner bra:es, aid nuts ar 
ranged on the inner ea?is of tie bots and having grooves or corrugations engaging 
with the grooves or corrigati is of the side 
portions of the braces, wherely tie in its are 
adjustally interi:ckel with the braces aid 
are held agains; it stay is eit, while this 
bolts are being tighteneti. 

2. \ gray (; in it coisis is of a long 
frainie and it'll ling a side slab composed of 
two sections having alotting iner enti edges 
provided with registering grooves. one of 
the Sections being also pr, vided with a re 
cess extending from the said grooves, spaced 
upper and lowel slice lates fitting against 
the inner face of the said side slal) and 
spanning the joint foilet by the sections 
thereef and set: 'ei to tie saille, and a trans 
verse brace extentiiig across the grave 
mound and having one of its tertainals 
arranged between the albutting ends of the 
said section and fitting in the registering 
grooves and bent at an angle to engage with 
the said recess. 

3. A grave mound consisting of an obling 
frame and including a side slab composed of 
sections having abutting end edges, bolts en 
bedded in the said sections and projecting 
from the inner faces of the sane. spaceti up 
per and lower spice plates fitted against the 
inner faces of the said sections and pro 
vided with longitudinal slots through which 
the projecting portions of the lolis extend. 
said splice plates having upper and lower 
grooves or corrugations disposed trans 
versely of the splice plates, at is arranged on 
the inner ends of the bolts and provilel 
with grooves or corrugations engaging with 
the grooves or corrugations of the splice 
plates and adjustably interlocking the auts 
with the splice piates, and a transverse brace 

to form an oblong frame, bolts projecting extending across the grave mound and pass 
from the inner faces of the side and end 
slabs and having their heads embedded in 
the same, corner braces composed of spaced 
side portions arranged at an angle to each 
other and set in oppositely inclined planes 
and fitted against the inner faces of the side 
and end slabs, an intermediate angularly 
disposed upwardly tapered portion spanning 
the corner joints and connecting the said 
spaced side portions, the latter being also 
provided with longitudinal slots to receive 

ing between the splice plates and secured 1: 
the said sections in the jeint forine by the 
Se. 

In testimony, that I eia in tine firginia 
as my own, I have herete ailined lay signa 
ture in the presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAA. J. E.A.R.Y. 
al Witnesses: 
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