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T all whom it may concern:

‘cation, reference

" UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE.

JOHN J. WEBBER, OF ROCHESTER, NEW YORK.

BABY-WALKER.

Be it known that I, JomN J. WiBBER, 8

citizen of the United States, residing at

Rochester, in the county of Monroe and
State of New York, have invented certain
new and useful Tmprovements in - Baby-
Walkers, of which the following is a specifi-
being had to the accom-
panying drawings. o

This invention relates to certain improve-
ments in baby walkers, and it is an object of
the invention to provide a novel and im-
proved device of this general character
which may be readily collapsed. or com-
pacted when not in use so that the same:-can
be conveniently stored within a minimum
of space. .

Ti is also an object of the invention to

provide a novel and improved device-of this
general character whereby an .infant is ef-

fectively supported when ‘endeavoring to

walk and wherein a saddle is provided to

afford means whereby the child may rest.
“Another object of the invention is to pro-
vide a novel and improved device of this
general ‘character wherein a-saddle is em-
ployed, together with means whereby the

" .gaddle may be adjusted in accordance with
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the requirements of practice. '
The invention consists in the - details of
construction and in the combination and ar-
rangement of the several parts of my im-
walker whereby certain im-
portant advantages are attained and- the
device rendered simpler, less ‘expensive and
otherwise more convenient and - advanta-
geous for use, as will be hereinafter more
fully set forth. o o

The novel features of my invention
hereinafter be definitely claimed. "

Tn order that my invention may be the

better understood, I ’

will

will now' proceed to
describe the same with reference to the ac-
companying drawings, wherein:

Figure 1is a view in top plan of a baby
walker constructed in accordance with an
embodiment of my invention. _

Fig. 2 is a Jiew in side elevation of the
device as illustrated in Fig.1.

Tic. 3 is a fragmentary view partly in

“section and partly in elevation illustrating

Speciﬁcation of Letters Patent.

* -position.

.engaged with the

‘the upper and lower
flanges 5 are connected by the pins 6 or the

a slhide and its co’ncbmitant parts as herein
included. -~ - L O
‘Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view partly in
top plan and partly in longitudinal section
illustrating said slide in applied position. .

‘ Patented J une 8, 1920,
Application filed Aungust 27, 1919, Serial No. 320,276. : : .
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Tig. b is a fragmentary view partly in -
elevation and-partly in section illustrating

the cbn’r;ect_ion of a member or arm with the
supporting member. '

 Fig. 6 is a view 1n bottom" plahibf the

structure illustrated in Fig. 5 with the sup-

porting member omitted.

Tig. 7 is a fragmentary Vivewzpartly iknv

elevation and partly in section illustrating

a connection between a second member or

arm with the supporting member.
TFig. 8 is a.view

in top plan of the im--

60"
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proved device in folded or collapsed posi- -

tion, certain of the parts being omitted. -
- Fig. 9ds a fragmentary view: partly in
section and partly in elevation illustrating

70 -

means for holding the saddle in working -

-~ Fig. 10 is a view in,i‘)ervs'pective, of the

slide comprised in the means partly illus-
trated in Fig. 9. ’

75

TFig. 11 is a view in perspecti‘ve: of the =

latch member carried by the' slide illus- .

trated in Fig. 10. S
_As disclosed in the accompanying draw-
ings, B i -
lar member of desired diameter.

cally opposed points and also at one'side of

Each of the plates 1 is provided with a pair

80

denotes.a base comprising an annu-- -
1 Secured. "
to the inner face of the base B at ‘diametri--

85

~ the axial center of the base are the plates 1. .

of vertically spaced inwardly directed per- -
forate ears 2 which afford a mounting for -

the shank 3 of a supporting caster C. ~Also
base B are slides S which,

90

when the device is in working condition, are

positioned substantially central between. ad-
jacent plates 1. :

gated member 4 longitudinally eurved on
cubstantially the same radius as the base B
and said member is substantially
in cross section with its side flanges 5 ex-
tending inwardly of the base and overlying
edges thereof. The

Each -of the slides S compﬁées an elon-.

96

U-shaped
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like which substantially contact with the in-

_ner face of the base B whereby the member 4
is maintained in' applied position and the:
slide permitted to have movement along the .

base. - The central portions of the flanges 5

~are extended to afford perforate ears 7 which:

afford a mounting for the shank 8 of an ad:
ditional caster C’. Through the instrumen-

tality of the casters C and C’ it will be ob-"
vious that the base B is readily movable over

a floor or other supporting surface.

- The member 4 is also provided with a paix
of outstanding and longitudinally spaced
flanges 9. - vertically spaced and~ between
which seats an elongated latch ‘member-10
:substantially U-shaped in cross section. End

- .portions of the side flanges ¢ of the latch

20
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member 10 are. pivotally engaged as indi-
-cated at 11-with corresponding end portions

of .the-flanges 9. The ¢pposite end portion

of the latch member is provided with an in-
wardly directed pin or Jug.12 which extends
‘through an opening 14 provided in the mem-
ber 4 and which is-also adapted to extend
within an opening 15.in the base' B when the
slide S has been properly adjusted, to bring

- -the openings 14 and 15 into register. The

30

40
- that the slide S may be: moved.for-a purpose -

- “latch “member 10 is ‘constantly urged in-

wardly or toward the member 4 by a:flat

‘spring 16 having: one end portion anchored A
- “to the-member 4 adjacent:the pivotal. con-

nection 11 and overlying the member 4.
The free end portion of the latch member 10

_isclosed by a flangeé or wall 17 and the outer
.85

marginal portion of said wall or flange 17
Is provided with an outstanding lip .or

tongue 18 .adapted :to be grasped by the

finger -so: that: the  latch member 10-may be
conveniently swung into a position to re-
lease the latch member 10 from the base B so

" to be hereinatter referred to. .-

45

M denotes an annular supporting member
of desired diameter but of a diameter mate-
rially less than: the diameter of:the base B.

‘The member ‘M, when. in working position, .-

: is held:at adesired distance. above the- cen-

50
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tral ‘portion of the base:B and said member
“M ‘is supported in-its raised or elevated: po-

sition ‘through the instrumentality . of the -

elongated members or arms 18, ,
~The upper end portion: of each of the
members.or arms 18 is provided. with a flat-
‘tened portion 5 and the portion 5 of one
of the arms or members 18 extends between
a pair of depending ears 19 and pivotally en-
gaged therewith as at 20.  The ears 19 de-

i pend from the plate: 21 fixed to the under

60

surface of the member M. The portion »
of each. of the remaining arms or members

18 ‘extends between ‘a pair of transversely

spaced ears 22 extending outwardly from

| _plate 23 and the portion b between the ears

22 is pivotally engaged therewith as at 94

1,342,518 -

The end portion of the plate 23 remote from
the ears 19 is pivotally engaged -as at 25
to a plate 26 secured to the under face of

65

the supporting member M. The plate 26 is .

-provided with a depending lng 27 with

which the plate 23 engages'so that the swing-
ing movement of the plate 23 past the cen-

~ter in one direction is prevented.

of

The opposite or lower end portion of each

with a flattened portion ¢. The flattened

~-portion c¢.of the first,named member or arm
.18 extends between upstanding ears 28 car-
ried by a plate 29 and:is pivotally connected
~therewith'as at 80. . The plate 29 is provided
-with-a-depending flange’ 30’ -overlying - the
-outer:face of the base B and secured thereto
-at'a point. remote: from the slides S and sub-

~stantially midway:thereof. -

‘The members or: arms:18 are ,,pﬁéf@fébiy

‘three in number and the portion ¢ of each
~of the remaining two members. or:arms 18
-extends' between and is pivotally connected -

as-at 31 with the upstanding “and “ransg- -
-versely spaced ears 82 carried by.an end
‘portion of a plate 33.. The. opposite end
“portion of the plate 33 is: pivotally engaged

the members or arms 18 is also provided

70
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as-at:34 with the upper flange 5 of the.mem- -

“ber 4-0f.a slide:S.

When  the slides 'S ”é,fe, ‘l'ockedj against
-movement by-the-latch members.10, the sup-

“porting member M is held in.its raised or
-2levated: position, but when it is desired. to -

collapse ‘or - compact the device, the latch

~members 10 -are disengaged :fromthe base

B and moved toward theplate 29, which

~novement - permits the :member M -to. drop

‘95

100

lown toa position. closely- adjacent to the

The opposite end portion of: each. of- the

-base B so that when the device is.not in use
‘the same-will -occupy . minimum’ of .space.””

105 -

members or -arms .18 is provided: with a

straight: edge 35, which straight edges serve

The member-M: when raised-or.elevated sur-

‘rounds: the body of:the child to hold - the
same . from -falling -when -endeavoring - to - .
-walk and the diameter of the base B is such’
as:tooffer no.hindrance .or obstruction to
116

the steps which the child may-take, - ...
In order that the child or infant may rest

~as stops to -limit the relative- geparating
~~movement of the base. B and the member-M. o
110

when desired, T ‘provide a.saddle A having . -

As herein disclosed the saddle A is support-
ed below the :member. M by the flexible

A restricted portion 36.adapted to be strad.

~dled:by-the child or infant when walking.

120

straps 87, preferably rubber, secured to the -

saddle and extending upwardly.and through

the loop or gunide.members. 38 depending
from. the plates ‘21 and 23, ~Each. of -the
straps 37 extends downwardly :from its. co-

125

-acting loop -or guide.38 along a member or .
-arm. 18 and is anchored to a slide D mov-
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“it will also be obvious

able longitudinally of said member or arm
18. By adjusting the slides D longitudi-
nally of the members or arms 18 the saddle
A may
of practice may necessitate.

fach of the slides D comprises an elon-
gated member ‘substantially U-shaped in
oross section which straddles from above 2
member or arm 18 and the side flanges 39
below or inwardly of the arm. or member 18
are connected by the cross pins 40 or the
like. One of said pins substantially con-
tacts with the arm or member 18 to facili-
tate the maintenance thereof in working po-
sition while a strap 37 is suitably secured
to a second of such pins.

The slide D is also provided with a pair
of transversely spaced and outstanding ears
41 with which are pivotally engaged the out-
standing ears 42 carried by a latch member
43. The latch member 43 is provided with
an inwardly directed pin or lug 44 which
passes through an opening 45 in the slide
D and extends within an opening 46 in the
member or arm 18 and in register with the
opening 45. Each of the members or arms
18 is provided with a serles of longitudi-
nally spaced openings 46 so that the slide
carried thereby may be locked against move-
ment at different points therealong so that
the saddle A may be held in its desired ver-
tical adjustment.

The latch member 43 is provided at its
opposite sides with the inwardly directed
flanges 47 which overlie the flanges 39 of
the slide D when the latch member 43 is in
working position.

Coacting with the latch member 43 is a
spring 48 which operates to constantly urge
the member 43 toward the member Or arm
18. The upper flange 5 of each of the slides
S is provided with an upstanding “pin or
lug 49 which serves as'a stop to limit the
swinging movement of the plate 33 in one
direction and which positive limitation of
movement is necessary to keep the member
M from rocking sidewise when the slide S
is locked against movement.

Tn other words, the stops 49 of the slides

E codperate with theMplates 33 to make the

supporting member rigid with respect to
the base B.

Trom the foregoing = description, it is
thought to be obvious that a baby walker
constructed in accordance with my inven-
tion is particularly well adapted for use by
reason of the convenience and facility with
which it may be assembled and operated and

i that my 1nvention 18
susceptible of some change and modifica-
tion without departing from the principles
and spirit thereof and for this reason I do
not wish to be understood as limiting my-

"self to the precise arrangement and forma-
tion of the several parts herein shown in-

1,342,518

be raised or lowered as the occasions

8

carrying out my. invention in practice -ex-
cept- as hereinatter claimed. T

- claim: : o

1. A baby walker comprising a base, 2
supporting member positioned thereabove;

70

supporting - arms interposed between the -

base and the supporting member, a. saddle
positioned below the supporting member,
and supporting members for the saddle co-
acting with the first named supporting
member and the legs.

2. A baby
base, a supporting member positioned there-
above, legs connecting the base and support-
ing member, slides carried by the legs,
guides carried by the supporting member,
and flexible members connecting the slides
and the saddle and passing through the
guides. ' ‘

3. A baby walker comprising a portable
base, a supporting member positioned there-
above, legs connecting the base and support-
ing member, slides carried by the legs,
guides carried by the supporting member,
flexible members connecting the slides and
the saddle and passing through the guides,
and means for holding the slides against
movement. ) : '

4. A baby walker comprising a portable
base, a supporting member positioned there-
above, legs connecting the base and support-
ing member, slides carried by the legs,
guides carried by the supporting member,
Hexible members connecting the slides and
the saddle and passing through the guides,
means for holding the slides against move-
ment, and means for locking the slides
against movement at different points along
the legs. :

5. A baby walker comprising 2 base; a
supporting member, an arm pivotally en-
gaged with the base and supporting member
about substantially horizontal axes, plates
pivotally engaged with the supporting mem-
ber and base about substantially vertical
axes, and arms connecting the base and the
supporting member and pivotally engaged
with the plates about substantially horizon-
tal axes, and slides engaged with the base
and to which certain of the plates are di-
rectly pivoted. '

6. A baby walker comprising a base, a
supporting member,anarm pivotallyengaged
with the base and supporting member about
substantially horizontal axes, plates piv-
otally engaged with the supporting member
and base about substantially vertical axes,
arms connecting the base and the supporting

75

walker comprising a portabie ’
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member and pivotally engaged with ‘the -

plates -about substantially horizontal axes,
and slides engaged with the base and to
which certain of the plates are directly piv-
oted, and means for holding the slides
against movement in one direction.

7. A baby walker comprising a base, a

125

130
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supporting nmiember, an arm. operatively en:
gaged with the base and supporting mem-
ber, slides engaged with the base, and arms
operatively engaged with the supporting
5 member and the slides. '

© 8. A baby walker comprising a base, a
supporting member, an arm operatively en-
gaged with the base and supporting . mem-

ber, slides engaged -with ‘the base, ‘arms ‘op-
eratively engaged with the supporting mem- 10
ber and the slides, and means for holding
the slides against movement, - R

In testimony whereof T hereunto affix my -
signature.. AR

JOHN J. WEBBER.



