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~ This invention _I‘el’ateéft_o dﬁplex, envelopes -
of that kind in. which there i a relatively

small compartment for a letter or mail mat-
ter less than first class; if so desired, and.a
rélatively large compartment for second or
third or fourth-class mail matter, or for

- anything .else, envelopes of this kind being
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‘ mail matter to be enclose
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“used in different ways, and the essential char-
acteristic being that they have a plurality’
of compartments which can be;left'sealevd or.

unsealed as may be desired.

Generally stated, the object of the inven-
“tion is to provide a novel and improved con-
_struction and arrangerment of relatively small

and relatively large compartments, in a uni-

‘tary structure forming 2 duplex envelope,
“whereby either compartment may be sealed ..

or unsealed, and particularly whereby. the
relatively small compartment may be sealed
or unsealed, depending upon the class of
in the envelope.
Another-object is to provide a novel and

improved construction ‘and  arrangement

whereby the relatively small and the rela-
tively large compartment may be incor-
poratéd in a unitary structure forming a du-
plex envelope made from -a single paper

blank, with the relatively small compart--
ment on the front or address side of the en--

velope, and entirely within the area of the
larger compartment, whereby only ore piece

- of paper is employed in the making of the

envelope, and whereby there are no flaps on

‘the front or address side when the envelope

is filled and ready to be. deposited”in’ the

~ mails.
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* Another object is to provide an improved.
construction and arrangement whereby, re--
~gardless of whether the blank is made from -

one piece: of paper or from two or more
pieces of paper, there will be a relatively
small compartment on the face or address

side of the envelope, formed in sweh 2 man-,

ner that the back or side that does not bear

the address will be smooth and have no:

seams thereon, .and’ whereby there are no
flaps exposed on the front or address side
when the envelope is filled and ready to be

- deposited in the mails, regardless of whether

either one or both of the compartments are
sealed or unsealed, and notwithstanding that
one or more flaps for either accessibly or in-
accessibly closing one or more of the com-

‘envelope can ‘be made.

partmeﬁts may be integral :W'it_h the frbn't or

face of the envelope and:. may bhe exposed:

to view at the front before the envelope’

'5{5- ;

is filled -and ready to be deposited in the -

mails.

It is also an object to provide certain de-'

tails and features of comstruction and com-

binations tending to increase the generalefi-

ciency and the desirability of a.duplex en-
velope - of this particular character. |
- Ta:the foregoing and other useful ends the

invention consists in matters hereinafter set

forth and claimed, and shown in the accom-
panying drawings, in which— "
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Fig. 1'is a front or face view, or a view

showing the address side, of a duplex en-
velope embodying the principles of the in-
vention. o \ R

Fig. 2 is an enlarged vertical section on
line 2—2 in Fig. 1. S
" Fig. 8 is.an enlarged horizontal section on

-line 3—3 in Fig. 1. '

Fig. 4 is a view similar to 'F'ig.v 1, showing
the envelope modified somewhat for a ‘dif-
ferent use. o

- Fig. 5 is a similar view showing the en- -
‘velope adapted for a still further differ-

ent use.

"Fig. 6 is a pian view showing the inside
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surface of the single blank from which the . -

Fig. 7 is a view similar to Fig. 2 showing
a different constiuction of the envelope,
illustrating the use of a separate piece of
paper to form the smaller compartment. -
. Kig. 8 is a front or outside view of the
said separaté piece of paper shown in Fig.

T to form the smaller compartment.

As thus illustrated, and referring to Fig-

ures 1° to -3 inclusive, -and Figure- 6, the

Invention comprises ~a  duplex envelope
formed “with a rectangular front wall 1, a

rectangular back wall 2, and a Tectangular
smaller front wall 8, the latter having gum -
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or adhesive at its edges 4 and 5 to fasten °

this section 3 to the outer surface of the.sec-
tion 1, thereby to form a smaller compart-
ment 6 on the front or address side of the
larger compartment 7. which is formed be-
tween the front wall 1 and the back wall 2
previously mentioned. The section 1 has
a gummed flap 8 at one end- which is
‘brought around and fastened to the back
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wall 2, as shown in Figure 3, to seal one
end of the larger compartment. The sec-
tion 1 also has a larger flap-9 whick is.
gummed at 10 and which has a slot 11
therein. The section 3 has a relatively
small flap 12 which is gummed at 13, and it
will be seen that this flap 12 can be inserted
through the slot 11, so that both this flap
and the flap 9 can then be tucked inside
of the compartment 7, when it is desired to
leave both compartments unsealed. Under
such circumstances an address card can be
placed in the compartment 6, showing tie
address through the slot or opening 14 in
the section 8, this address card amounting
to nothing more than the pasting of an ad-
dress label on the front of the envelope, s0
that the smaller compartment does not need,
to be sealed. Thus the entire envelope can’
go through the mails for less than first class-
postage, by simply applying the requisite
second or third or fourth class postage to
the upper right hand portion of the enve-
lope, as indicated. Under such circum-
stances the smaller flap 12, being inserted’

‘through the slot 11, is held between the flap

9 and the wall 1, the two flaps being tucked
inside thé end of the larger compartment-
7, after both compartments have had placed.
therein the things which they are to receive,
such as a catalog in the larger compartment

. and’ the sald addres‘s card in the sm_aller
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compartment, S o
Now if it be desired to send a letter in

the smaller compartient, then the gum or-

adhesive 13 will be moistened and the flap
12 will be pasted or secured to the outer

surface of the flap 9, before the latter is.
“tucked inside of the end of the envelope,

whereby the smaller compartment’ is posi-
trrely sealed. The two flaps thus glued or
fastened together will be tucked inside.of
the larger compartment 7, if it be desired to

leave. this larger compartment unsealed.

But, on the other hand, the adhesive 10 can.
be moistened and the flap 9-can be pasted
or fastened to the outer surface of the back
wall -2 of the envelope, if it be desired to
positively ‘seal both compartments. For
this purpose the envelope will be printed
and used as shown in Figure 4 of the draw-
ings, and separate postage will be applied
to the two compartments as indicated.

Again, if it be desired to send a circular
or printed form letter in the smaller com-
partment, which is something more than
merely an address for the entire envelope;
then the ervelope will be used by leaving
both compartments unsealed, but the. front
or face of the envelope will be printed as
shown in Figure 5, or In some equivalent
manner. o S

The entire envelope can be made from a
single paper blank, as shown in Figure 6,
but on the other hand the smaller compart-

1,585,289

ment can be formed by o separate piece of
paper 15 as shown in Figures 7 and 8, this
separate secticn of paper having three of
its edge portions gummed to adapt this sep-
arate piece of paper'to-he pasted or fas-

70.

tened to the oufer surface of the front wall -

1 of the envelope, in a manner that will be
readily understood. The section 15 has a
small flap 16 correésponding to the flap 12
previously described, adapted to be used in
the same manmner. With this method, as il-
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lustrated in Figures 7 and 8, the ordinary -

large envelopes can -be made and each
formed with the slot 11, and then these
practically ordinary envelopes can be con-
verted into duplex envelopes by simply fas-
tening the separate piece of paper 15.in

80

place, just as the section 3 of the blank.is se- -

cured 1n place, thereby to form a pocket or
smaller compartment on the front or ad-
dress side of the envelope. Of course, by
the expression front or face of the envelope

.it will be understood that reference is made

to the side of thé envelope which bears the
address, regardless of the comstruction of

- the envelope, for it is the way in which the

envelope is used, in matters of this kind,
that determines which is the front or face
and which is the back of the envelofpe.

Tt will be seen that the two loose flaps 9
and 12 fold along the same line 17 at one

“end edge of the envelope, so that both flaps

fold backward out of sight when the enve-
lope is viewed from the front or address
side. . ‘These two loose flaps may be inter-
locked to accessibly close both compartments,
by insertion of. the smaller flap in the slot
11, or the two flaps may be thus interiocked
and the larger fiap can be pasted against the
back of the envelope if it should be desired
to non-accessibly seal the larger compart-
ment and leave the smaller compartment ac-
cessibly closed. The smaller compartment
is formed adjacent the lower edge of the
envelope, so that the upper portion of the
langer front wall is left exposed. The en-
velope has a single address place for both
compartments, as by providing the opening
14, in any well known manner, or the en-
velope can be provided with an address at
this point by omitting said opening and by
simply writing the address on the seamless
front wall of the smaller compartment.
When the envelope is made by using two

pieces of paper, a suitable back wall 18 with

a seam therein can be employed, in the well
known manner, for ordinary envelopes.
Thus the two loose flaps are both gummed,
preferably, and are also formed to loosely

interlock, so that the duplex envelope which

is a unitary structure can be ultimately em-
bodied in a complete package or container
for accessibly or non-accessibly transmitting
different kinds of mail matter through the
mails, with postage’ thereon applied either
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in one place or separatel'y,‘depending upon
the character of the enclosures, as shown and

- described. ,
*... Obviously, with the construction shown
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- or shaded to give 1t a different shade or
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and described, the front wall of the smaller
compartment may be of a different shade or
color from the balance of the-envelope, so

‘that it will contrast sharply against the

front or face of the main envelope, thus
calling attention to the duplex character of
the envelope. - This is especially true, of
course,’ when the smaller compartment is
made by pasting a separate section of paper
on the front of the main envelope, as in such
case this separate section can be made of
paper of a different shade or color so that
it will contrast in a very pronounced man-
ner with the paper from which the main en-
velope is mude.  When the entire duplex en-
velope is made from a single blank, then
the section thereof forming the front wall
of the smaller compartment can be tinted

color, on its outer surface; so that it will in-
dicate the: duplex character of the envelope,

~and show the necessity of looking in both

‘compartments when the envelope 1s received.
For some uses, of course, it will not be de-
sirable ‘to have the shade or color of the

30-smaller compartment differentiated from the
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face or front of the main envelope, as for
some purposes the contents of the smaller
compartment, as previously stated, will go

as second or third or fourth class mail mat-

ter, the same as the contents of the larger

-compartment, and in such case the contents

. of the smaller compartment will amount to
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-nothing more than an address label. Under

such circumstances, of course, it is not im-
portant to call attention to the duplex char-
acter of the envelope, when the addressee re-
ceives the same through the mails, and for

such use the envelope may be plain or of one

shade or color everywhere, and does not need
anything to indicate the duplex character
thereof. However, for: other purposes, as
explained, such as the enclosure of a letter

in the smaller compartment, thereby necessi-

tating the positive sealing of the smaller
compartment, it becomes important to do
something which will call the attention of
the addressee to the fact that the envelope

* has two compartments, and that the smaller

.80

compartment contdins something of im-

3" portance, so that this compartment must be

unsealed and the contents removed before
the envelope is thrown away.. When thus
used the different coloring or shading of the
front wall of the smaller compartment, to
differentiate it from the face or front of the
main envelope, serves to outline the smaller
compartment on the front or face or address

. side of the main envelope, within the -aren
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thereof, and serves to immediately attract’

the attention of the addressee and enstres

£y

removal of the contetits of the smaller com-,

partment, as well as the contents of the

larger compartment, before the envelope is

thrown away.’ . , ‘

. What I claim as my. invention is— :
1.-In a duplex envelope, means forming

2 plurality of compartments, including a

‘relatively small compartment on the address

side of the envelope, within the area of the
larger compartment, with'a flap for closing
the larger compartment, and means includ-

ing a fiap co-operating with said first men- .

tioned flap to prevent the contents of the
smaller compartment from falling out, said
first mentioned flap being integral with the
front wall of the larger compartment and
hav¥ing a slot therein, said last mentioned
flap being adapted to be inserted through
said slot, whereby the flap of the larger com-

‘partmernt serves to hold the flap of the

smaller compartment in position to afford
access to either compartment.

2. In a duplex envelope, means forming a
plurality of compartments, including a rela-
tively small compartment on the address

side of the envelope, within the area of the

larger compartment, with a flap for closing.
the larger compartment, and means includ-

smaller compartment from falling out, said
first méntioned flap being integral with the
wall of the larger compartment, and having
a slot therein, said last mentioned flap being
smaller and being integral with the front
wall of the smaller compartment, and there
being adhesive on said smaller flap, whereby
the smaller flap . can - either be inserted
through said slot to accessibly close the
smaller compartment, or may be pasted on
the larger flap to completely seal the smaller
compartment, ‘ :
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-inga flap co-operating with said first men- -
‘tioned flap to prevent the contents of the

100

3. A duplex envelope having a plurality |

of compartments, with a flap for each com-

partment, and having a slot in one flap to

receive the flap of another compartment, the
flap for insertion in said slot being gummed
and adapted to be pasted upon the outer sur-
Tace of the other flap, whereby the two flaps
may be fastened together to seal one com-
partment or may be merely interlocked to
accessibly close either compartment, the fiap
having the slot being gummed to non-acces-
sibly close its compartment, if such is de-
sired, leaving the compartment of the other
flap ~ either ~ accessibly -or non-accessibly .

closed.

4. In a duplex envelope, a seamless front
wall for a relatively large compartment, a
suitable back wall for said larger compart-
ment, a seamless front wall for the relatively
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small compartment, disposed on the seamless

front wall of the larger compartment, a flap
integral with the seamless front wall for the
larger compartment and sealed againgt the -

ey
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outer surface of said back walk, a loose flap
integral with the seamless front wall of the

_iarger compartment, and a loose flap integral

with the front wall of the smaller compart-
ment, these two loose flaps both folding
backward at one end of the envelope, said

" loose flap of the smaller compartment being

16

gummed to adhere to the other’ loose flap,
when it is desired to seal the smaller com-
partment, both flaps being adapted to be
folded in position to leave both compart-
ments unsealed. '

5. In 2 duplex envelope, a seamless front
wall for a relatively large compartment, a
suitable back wall for said larger compart-
ment, a seamless front wall for the relatively

. small compartment disposed on the seamless
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front wall of the larger compartment, a flap

integral with the seamless front wall for the

Jarger compartment and sealed against the
‘outer surface of said back wall, a loose flap
integral with the seamless front wall of the
larger compartment, and a loose flap integral
with the front wall‘of the smaller compart-
ment, these two loose flaps both folding
backward at one end of the envelope, one

“1oose flap having a slot to receive the other

loose flap, whereby the two flaps may be

1,585,289

interlocked to accessibly close both compart-
ments. ; _

6. A duplex envelope structure as specl-
fied in claim 3, the seamless front wall for
the relatively small compartment being of a
different shade ‘or color from the main en-
velope, whereby said front wall' of the
smaller compartment is differentiated from

35

the front or face of the main envelope to -

indicate the duplex character of the envelope
structure as a whole.
7. A duplex envelope structure as speci-

fied in claim 4, one of said compartments

being smaller than the other, and the front
wall of this smaller compartment being of 2
different shade or color to differentiate it
from the front or face of the main envelope,
thereby to indicate the duplex character cf
the envelope.structure as a whole.

. 8. A'duplex envelope structure as speci-
fied in claim 5, the front wall of said smaller
compartment being differently shaded or
colored to differentiate it from the front or
face of the main envelope, thereby to indi-
cate the duplex character of the envelope
structure as a whole.

CHARLES F. ELMORE.
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