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Garment  bag. 

A  garment  to  be  sold  on  a  hanger  is  folded  one  or  more 
times  widthwise  and  packed  in  a  generally  rectangular  bag  1  of 
transparent  film,  the  bag  being  provided  with  a  short  zone  of 
weakness  6  on  a  top  edge  to  allow  the  hook  10  of  the  hanger 
to  emerge,  and  with  a  full  width  zone  of  weakness  7  at  the  bot- 
tom  edge  whereby  the  garment  can  be  unfolded  to  hang  on  the 
hanger. 



T h i s   i n v e n t i o n   r e l a t e s   to  a  g a r m e n t   bag  f o r  

p a c k a g i n g   g a r m e n t s   to  be  d i s p l a y e d   and  s o l d ,   and  i n  

p a r t i c u l a r   to  a  bag  f o r   a  g a r m e n t   on  a  h a n g e r .  

In  o r g a n i s i n g   t he   d i s p l a y   of  g a r m e n t s   f o r   s a l e ,   i t  

is  c o n v e n i e n t   to  have   the   s t o c k   f o r   s a l e   in  r e l a t i v e l y  

c o m p a c t   s e p a r a t e   p a c k a g e s   w h i c h   can  be  s t a c k e d   n e a t l y   o n  

a  s h e l f  o r   c o u n t e r .   H o w e v e r ,   many  g a r m e n t s   can  o n l y   b e  

s e e n   to  a d v a n t a g e   i f   t h e y   a r e   h a n g i n g   u n f o l d e d .   T h e r e  

is  t h u s   a  need   f o r   a  g a r m e n t   bag  w h i c h   is  r e l a t i v e l y  

c o m p a c t   and  can   be  e a s i l y   s t a c k e d   and  d i s p l a y e d   on  a 

c o u n t e r ,   bu t   w h i c h   can  be  e a s i l y   c o n v e r t e d   a t   p o i n t   o f  

s a l e   i n t o   a  fo rm  w h e r e b y   t he   h a n g i n g   g a r m e n t   can  b e  

d i s p l a y e d .  

If  t h e   g a r m e n t   m o u n t e d   on  a  h a n g e r   is  s i m p l y   w r a p p e d  

in  t r a n s p a r e n t   f i l m ,   t he   p a c k a g e   can  be  e a s i l y   hung  u p  

and  d i s p l a y e d ,   bu t   is  c u m b e r s o m e   to  s t a c k   and  s t o r e ,  

b e c a u s e   of  i t s   r e l a t i v e l y   l a r g e   a r e a   and  f l i m s y   n a t u r e .  

A  c o m p a c t   p a c k a g e ,   in  w h i c h   t he   g a r m e n t   is  f o l d e d   one  o r  

more  t i m e s ,   c a n n o t   be  d i s p l a y e d   to  a d v a n t a g e ,   a s  

i n d i c a t e d   a b o v e .  



We  have   now  d e v e l o p e d   a  s i m p l e   s o l u t i o n   to  t h i s  

p r o b l e m   in  t he   fo rm  of  a  bag  w h i c h   c o m p r i s e s   a  c o m p a c t  

p a c k a g e ,   bu t   w h i c h   can  e a s i l y   be  a d a p t e d   a t   p o i n t   o f  

s a l e   to  a l l o w   t he   u n f o l d e d   g a r m e n t   to  be  h u n g .  

A c c o r d i n g   to  t h i s   i n v e n t i o n   t h e r e   is  p r o v i d e d   a  b a g  

f o r   p a c k a g i n g   a  g a r m e n t   on  a  h a n g e r ,   c o m p r i s i n g   a  

g e n e r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   e n v e l o p e   or  bag  of  t r a n s p a r e n t  

f i l m   h a v i n g   a  w i d t h   s e l e c t e d   to  a c c o m m o d a t e   t he   w i d t h   o f  

t he   g a r m e n t   on  i t s   h a n g e r   and  a  d e p t h   s u b s t a n t i a l l y   l e s s  

t h a n   t h e   d e p t h   of  t he   g a r m e n t   on  i t s   h a n g e r ,   and  h a v i n g  

a  top   edge   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  s h o r t   c e n t r a l l y   l o c a t e d   z o n e  

of  w e a k n e s s   w h e r e b y   t he   f r o n t   and  back   of  t he   bag  can  b e  

e a s i l y   s e p a r a t e d   to  a l l o w   t he   hook  of  t he   h a n g e r   t o  

e m e r g e ,   and  a  b o t t o m   edge   p r o v i d e d   t h r o u g h o u t   i t s   l e n g t h  

w i t h   a  zone  of  w e a k n e s s   w h e r e b y   the   f r o n t   and  back   o f  

t he   bag  can  be  e a s i l y   s e p a r a t e d   to  a l l o w   t he   f u l l   w i d t h  

of  t he   g a r m e n t   to  e m e r g e .   The  d e p t h   of  t h e   bag  i s  

p r e f e r a b l y   l e s s   t h a n   the   w i d t h ,   a  bag  f o r   an  a d u l t  

s w e a t e r   t y p i c a l l y   b e i n g   a b o u t   50  cm  by  20  cm.  

By  m a k i n g   t he   d e p t h   of  the   bag  s u b s t a n t i a l l y   l e s s  

t h a n   t h e   d e p t h   of  t he   g a r m e n t   when  h a n g i n g   on  i t s  

h a n g e r ,   t he   p a c k a g e   is  c o n v e n i e n t l y   c o m p a c t   f o r   s t o r a g e  

on  the   c o u n t e r .   When  t he   b o t t o m   zone  of  w e a k n e s s   i s  

r u p t u r e d   the   g a r m e n t   can  be  u n f o l d e d   ou t   of  t he   b o t t o m  

of  t he   bag  and  can  be  hung  w i t h   the   open   bag  r e m a i n i n g  

in  p l a c e   o v e r   t he   h a n g e r .  



The  bag  may  be  f o r m e d   of  any  s u i t a b l e   t r a n s p a r e n t  

f i l m   and  is  c o n v e n i e n t l y   c o n s t r u c t e d   of  a  p o l y a l k y l e n e  

f i l m   s u c h   as  p o l y p r o p y l e n e .   The  bag  is   c o n v e n i e n t l y  

g e n e r a l l y   t r a n s p a r e n t ,   a l t h o u g h   of  c o u r s e   a r e a s   can  b e  

m a s k e d   by  p r i n t i n g ,   d e s i g n   e t c .  

The  zone   of  w e a k n e s s   a t   t h e   t op   edge   need   o n l y   be  a  

r e l a t i v e l y   s h o r t   l i n e   of  p e r f o r a t i o n s ,   l o n g   e n o u g h   f o r  

t h e   hook   of  t h e   h a n g e r   to  be  f o r c e d   t h r o u g h .   As  t h e  

h a n g e r   is   g e n e r a l l y   c o n s t r u c t e d   of  a  r i g i d   m a t e r i a l   s u c h  

as  p o l y s t y r e n e   or  m e t a l ,   a  s i m p l e   s i n g l e   l i n e   o f  

p e r f o r a t i o n   i s   a l l   t h a t   is  n e c e s s a r y   f o r   e a s y   r u p t u r e ,  

s i n c e   t h e   r i g i d   hook   can  be  p r e s s e d   f i r m l y   a g a i n s t   t h e  

zone   of  w e a k n e s s   to  r u p t u r e   i t .  

The  f u l l   l e n g t h   zone   of  w e a k n e s s   a t   t h e   b o t t o m   e d g e  

of  t h e   bag  can  be  s i m i l a r l y   c o n s t r u c t e d ,   i . e .   m a y  

c o m p r i s e   a  s i n g l e   l i n e   of  p e r f o r a t i o n s .   To  open   s u c h   a  

bag  r e q u i r e s   t he   f r o n t   and  back   f a c e s   of  t h e   bag  to  b e  

f i r m l y   g r a s p e d   and  p u l l e d   a p a r t   and  t h i s   can   l e a d   t o  

i r r e g u l a r   t e a r i n g .   In  a  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t   a c c o r d i n g  

to  t h e   i n v e n t i o n ,   t h e   b o t t o m   edge   is   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   t w o  

p a r a l l e l   l i n e s   of  p e r f o r a t i o n ,   g e n e r a l l y   p l a c e d   o n e  

e i t h e r   s i d e   of  t h e   edge   c r e a s e   and  g e n e r a l l y  

s u p e r i m p o s e d   one  on  t he   o t h e r ,   so  t h a t   a  n a r r o w   s t r i p   i s  

f o r m e d ,   s e p a r a t e d   f r o m   the   ma in   p a r t   of  t h e   bag  by  t h e  

l i n e s   of  p e r f o r a t i o n .   T h i s   n a r r o w   s t r i p   is   p a r t i c u l a r l y  

e a s y   to  g r a s p   and  t e a r   o f f .  



A l t e r n a t i v e l y ,   t he   z o n e s   of  w e a k n e s s   can  t a k e   o t h e r  

c o n s t r u c t i o n s ,  f o r   e x a m p l e   a  p r e f o r m e d   s l i t   t e m p o r a r i l y  

s e a l e d   by  a  r e m o v a b l e   s t r i p   of  p a p e r   or  p l a s t i c   f i l m .   A 

f u r t h e r   p o s s i b i l i t y   wou ld   be  a  s l i t   c o v e r e d   w i t h   a  f l a p  

e x t e n d i n g   f rom  one  of  t he   f a c e s   of  t h e   bag ,   t h e   f l a p  

b e i n g   s e a l e d   by  a  t a c k y   a d h e s i v e .   C o n s t r u c t i o n s  

i n v o l v i n g   t a c k y   a d h e s i v e s   a r e   l e s s   d e s i r a b l e ,   h o w e v e r ,  

s i n c e   p r o b l e m s   a r e   c a u s e d   by  t h e   o p e n e d   bag  a d h e r i n g  

e i t h e r   to  t he   g a r m e n t   or  to  o t h e r   b a g s .  

A c c o r d i n g   to  a  f u r t h e r   f e a t u r e   of  t he   i n v e n t i o n  

t h e r e   is   p r o v i d e d   a  bag  as  d e f i n e d   a b o v e   s u r r o u n d i n g   a 

f o l d e d   g a r m e n t ,   t h e   g a r m e n t   b e i n g   m o u n t e d   on  a  h o o k e d  

h a n g e r .  

The  bag  a c c o r d i n g   to  t h e  p r e s e n t   i n v e n t i o n   i s  

s u i t a b l e   f o r   a l l   t y p e s   of  g a r m e n t   w h i c h   a r e   d e s i r e d   t o  

be  s o l d   m o u n t e d   on  h a n g e r s .   I t   is  p a r t i c u l a r l y   s u i t a b l e  

f o r   l i g h t   g a r m e n t s   s u c h   as  k n i t t e d   s w e a t e r s ,   b l o u s e s   a n d  

s h i r t s ,   bu t   is   a l s o   a d a p t a b l e   f o r   h o s i e r y .  

A  p r e f e r r e d   e m b o d i m e n t   is   now  d e s c r i b e d   w i t h  

r e f e r e n c e   to  t h e   a c c o m p a n y i n g   d r a w i n g s   in  w h i c h  

F i g u r e   1  r e p r e s e n t s   a  g e n e r a l   v i e w   of  an  u n o p e n e d  

p a c k a g e   c o n t a i n i n g   a  g a r m e n t ;   a n d  

F i g u r e   2  is  a  g e n e r a l   v i e w   of  t h e   o p e n e d   bag  w i t h  

t he   g a r m e n t   h a n g i n g   on  a  h a n g e r .  



The  bag  c o m p r i s e s   a  g e n e r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   e n v e l o p e   1 

of  t r a n s p a r e n t   p o l y a l k y l e n e   f i l m .   The  bag  i s  

c o n v e n i e n t l y   f o r m e d   f rom  f o l d e d   s h e e t   m a t e r i a l   so  as  t o  

have   t op   and  b o t t o m   f o l d e d   e d g e s   2  and  3  and  w e l d e d   s i d e  

e d g e s   4 , 5 .   The  back   of  t he   bag  may  be  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a 

r e s e a l a b l e   f l a p   o p e n i n g   ( n o t   s h o w n ) .   The  c e n t r e   of  t h e  

top   f o l d   2  is  p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  s h o r t   l i n e   of  p e r f o r a t i o n s  

6,  f o r m e d   by  s t a m p i n g   t he   f i l m .   On  e i t h e r   s i d e   of  t h e  

b o t t o m   f o l d a g e   3  a r e   p r o v i d e d   f u l l   w i d t h   l i n e s   o f  

p e r f o r a t i o n s   7,  a l s o   p r o d u c e d   by  s t a m p i n g ,   d e f i n i n g   a  

b o t t o m   s t r i p   8 .  

The  g a r m e n t   9  is  p l a c e d   in   t he   bag  in  a  s i m p l e  

f o l d e d   a r r a n g e m e n t   on  i t s   h a n g e r ,   w i t h   t he   h a n g e r   h o o k  

10  a d j a c e n t   to  t he   p e r f o r a t i o n s   6 .  

When  i t   is   d e s i r e d   t o . d i s p l a y   t h e   g a r m e n t ,   t he   h o o k  

10  is   p r e s s e d   f i r m l y   a g a i n s t   t he   p e r f o r a t i o n s   6  a n d  

p u s h e d   t h r o u g h .   The  b o t t o m   s t r i p   8  is   g r a s p e d   f i r m l y  

and  t o r n   o f f   a l o n g   t h e   l i n e s   of  p e r f o r a t i o n   7.  T h e  

g a r m e n t   can   t h e n   be  u n f o l d e d   to  hang   on  i t s   h a n g e r   w i t h  

t he   bag  s t i l l   in  p l a c e   o v e r   t h e   top   of  t he   g a r m e n t   a n d  

the   h a n g e r ,   as  shown  in  F i g u r e   2 .  



1.  A  bag  f o r   p a c k a g i n g   a  g a r m e n t   on  a  h a n g e r ,  

c o m p r i s i n g   a  g e n e r a l l y   r e c t a n g u l a r   e n v e l o p e   or  bag  o f  

t r a n s p a r e n t   f i l m   h a v i n g   a  w i d t h   s e l e c t e d   to  a c c o m m o d a t e  

the   w i d t h   of  t he   g a r m e n t   on  i t s   h a n g e r   and  a  d e p t h  

s u b s t a n t i a l l y   l e s s   t h a n   the   d e p t h   of  t he   g a r m e n t   on  i t s  

h a n g e r   and  h a v i n g   a  top   edge   p r o v i d e d   w i t h   a  s h o r t  

c e n t r a l l y   l o c a t e d   zone   of  w e a k n e s s   w h e r e b y   the   f r o n t   a n d  

back   of  t he   bag  can  be  e a s i l y   s e p a r a t e d   to  a l l o w   t h e  

hook  of  t he   h a n g e r   to  e m e r g e   and  t he   b o t t o m   e d g e  

p r o v i d e d   t h r o u g h o u t   i t s   l e n g t h   w i t h   t he   zone   of  w e a k n e s s  

w h e r e b y   t he   f r o n t   and  back   of  t he   bag  can  be  e a s i l y  

s e p a r a t e d   to  a l l o w   t he   f u l l   w i d t h   of  t he   g a r m e n t   t o  

e m e r g e .  

2.  A  bag  a c c o r d i n g   to  c l a i m   1  in  w h i c h   t he   b o t t o m   z o n e  

of  w e a k n e s s   c o m p r i s e s   two  p a r a l l e l   l i n e s   of  p e r f o r a t i o n s  

d i s p o s e d   one  on  e i t h e r   s i d e   of  t he   b o t t o m   edge   a n d  

g e n e r a l l y   p a r a l l e l   t h e r e w i t h .  

3.  A  bag  as  c l a i m e d   in  c l a i m   1  or  c l a i m   2  c o n t a i n i n g   a 

g a r m e n t   m o u n t e d   on  a  h a n g e r   and  d i s p o s e d   in  t he   bag  w i t h  

the   h a n g e r   hook  a d j a c e n t   t he   top   zone  of  w e a k n e s s .  
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