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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
HENRx C. MILLTGAN, oF CANTON, oHTo. 

1BTD-1BANI. . . . . 

1,23?,6?3. " " 

Be it known that I', 'HENRY C. MrTLIGAN', 
a citizen of the .United States, resident ' of 
Canton, county of Stark, and State of Ohio, 
hawe inwented a neW) and useful. ImprOWe 
ment in Bed-Pans, of Which the folloWing 
is a Specification, the principle of the inven 
tion being herein explained and the · best 
mode in Which I have contemplated apply 
ing · that principle, So a.S. to distinguish it 
from other imwentions. ~ ~ 
My 

be economically manufactured, which Will 
be efficient in the performance of itS func 
tion, and Which Will meet With Sanitary re 
quirementS. ~ 

It has heretofore been Customary to make 
bed-pans of a single Or unitary structure, 
that is, in which the bottom, sides and top 
Were made from a unitary piece of china 
Ware or from enameled metal parts built up 
or secured to each other SO as to form com 
nected irremowable or non-detachable parts, 
a Suitable Seat Opening hawing been prO 
wided in such top, Smaller in area, than the 
horizontal Sectional area, of the receptacle. 
In ewery Such case interior SpaceS Were 
formed, difficult of access, hard to clean, and 
hence apt tO become unSanitary. The most 
common form of pan - WaS furthermore Wedge-shaped, thereby ...forming Wedge 
shaped interior Spaces of Small wertical di 
mension, thus Still further accentuating the 
inaccessibility of all parts of itS interior and 
in consequence increaSing liability of the 
occurrence of unsanitary conditions. 
My said invention consistS of means here 

imafter fully described and particularly set 
forth in the claim. ? 
The annexed drawing and the following 

description set forth in detail certain means 
embodying my inwention, the disclosed 
means, ', hoWewer, constituting but One of 
warious mechanical forms in which the prin 
ciple of the invention may be applied. 
In said annexed draWing :- 
Figure 1 represents a perspective wiew of 

a bed-pan embodying my inwention. 
Fig. 2 represents a perSpectiwe of a frag-- 

mentary portion thereOf and partly in Sec 
tion. ~ Fig. 8 represents a bed pan of slightly 
modified form and embodying my invention. 
The illustrated embodiment of my inven 

? · tion comprises a main or body portion 1 

invention "relates to" bed-pans, itS" 
' object being to prOwide a bed-pan Which may 

. . . . . Specification of Letters Patent, Patented Aug. 21, 191?. 
Application filed December 30, 1916. · Serial No. 139.908. • : . '' : '.' 

Which consists of a bottom 2 and sides 8. ' ', 
This main Or body-portion , forms a' recep 
tacle proper and I make it preferably of cy 
lindrical form, With the open top surrounded 
by a Suitable bead.".4. This shape of recep 
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tacle may be readily stamped ? or otherwise · 
formed, as_Will be readily understood by 
th0se skilled in the art.'' ". ~ | · · · * The Open top of this receptacle is pro 
wided. With a cower 5, circular in general " 
form as shoWm, and provided With an outer or peripheral downwardly extending fiange 

· · 6. Which is , adapted to 'owerhang the pé 
ripheral upper part or bead of the main' or 
bOdy-portion, as shown in Fig. 2. This.cir'- 
Cumferential flange 6 closely fits the body 
portion 1 and is made of rigid material as 
distinguished from air and Water cushions 
heretOfore utilized with some forms of bed 
pans and cases into Which pans have been 
inserted and . Strapped up firmly. The 
middle portion of the cower is cut out to 
form a Seat Opening 'f' which extends to thð 
edge Of the cOwer, that is, intersects the 
COwer's periphery and hence interrupts the 
COntinuity of the flange 6), as shown in Fig. 
t. I make the central portion. Of this open 
ing preferably circular, as shown, and the 
Outer part thereof having its sides diverging 
OutWardly. The entire periphery of " this 
Opening is made rOunded 'SO as to present 
nO Sharp edges, as Will be readily under 
stood. 
The interruption of the peripheral por 

tion, that is the Outer end of Opening 'f, is 
Of a length leSS than the diameter of the 
receptacle SO that When the cOwer is in place 
the flange 6 prewents itS dislocation in a 
horizontal direction, or in a direction paral 
lel With the bottom of the pan. The said 
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distance which is less than the diameter of ? 
the receptacle is that distance, measured in 
a straight line, betWeen the tWO ends of the 
break created in the fiange by the open 
ended Seat Opening 'f. At the same time 
the cower may be readily remowed and all 
Surfaces thereof are hence readily accessible 
for cleaning and may therefore easily be 
maintained in a perfectly sanitary condi 
tion. The main or body-portion of the re 
ceptacle proper has its interior therefore 
also readily acceSSible and may likewise be 
kept in an absolutely Sanitary condition 
without difficulty. 

It will therefore be Seen from the abowe 
described construction that a bed-pam of a 
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wery simple construction is obtained and " 
hence may be economically manufactured, 
and is also devoid of inacceSSible SpaceS. 
The general form of the pan_may be oval.. 

or elliptical as shoWn in Fig.' 8, if desired, · 
or other obvious modifications of Such gen 
eral 'form may be adopted without - depart- " 
ing from the general principles. Of my. in 
wention. In the form of pan shoWn in Fig. 
8, it is evident, that the straight line dis 
t?nce between the tWo ends of the break in 
the circumferential flange 6 Will be less than 
the length of the minor axis of the ellipse, 
By adopting_a_round form of receptacle; 

I have departed from the gonventional type 
of Wedge-shaped pan.and find that Such de 
parture in no wise effects any_inconvenience 
Qr in anyway disturbs the efficiency of the · device in the performance of its functions. : 

1,237,673 

Having fully described my invention, 20 ?? 
What I claim and desire to secure by LetterS 

| Patent is :- · · · · · · · · ~ 
As a new article of manufacture, a bed 
an comprising a main or body portion 
Orming a receptacle and having an open 25 

top; and a remowable cOwer formed With a 
close fitting circumferential flange of rigid 
imaterial adapted to owerhang said 'body 
|portion and also formed With an open-ended 
Seat opening extending to , and through_said 80 
fiange, the distance between the tWO ends of 
the break in said flange created by said seat 
opening being leSS than the diameter:Of Said 
body portion. ~ ? 

Signed by me, this 14th day of December, 35 
1916. ~ ~ 

HENRY C. MILLIGAN. 
copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the **dommissioner of Patents, 

~ Washington, ID, G.?' ~ • 


