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My present invention relates to a device for holding
and displaying sewing-machine needles, hand - sewing
“needles or other elongated articles. S
- An object of my invention is to provide a device of
this character adapted to be used as a support for the
needles or other articles within a preferably transparent
“container from which this support, together with the
needles, may be readily removed if one or more needles
are to be withdrawn by the user.

Another object of my invention is to provide a support
or mount for needles or the like which can be shaped
to fit a variety of boxes or casings and which will readily
adapt itself to the contours thereof, whereby close pro-
duction tolerances become unnecessary and the support
can be mass-produced for use with commercially avail-
able containers from other sources.

A further object of my invention is to provide a device
for attractively displaying a plurality of needles, of similar
or different sizes or types, in such manner that each
needle is fully visible from all sides as though suspended
in air.

The conventional method of mounting and displaying
sewing needles consists in passing them through a strip

of paper, cloth or cardboard, with only their heads and
their points visible. With such arrangement the needle
ends rest against the supporting surface and are difficult
to grip with the fingers. Also, in the case of closely
packed needles it is often not immediately apparent which
head belongs to which point, so that the user may have
to make several tries before getting hold of a needle of
the particular length desired. My present invention aims
at avoiding these inconveniencies.

In accordance with this invention I provide a support
consisting of a resilient, preferably highly - transparent
sheet material, such as cellophane, and including a frame
as well as a bridge member integral with and spanning
said frame. The width of the bridge member is less than
the length of the needles or other articles to be displayed,
the bridge member being provided with perforations in
transverse rows wherein these articles may be iuserted for
ready removal,

The above and other objects, features and advantages
of my invention will become more fully apparent from the
following detailed description, reference being had to
the accompanying drawing in which:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of an open casing contain-
ing a needle mount according to the invention;

Fig. 2 is a sectional view of the needle mouat of Fig. 1,
taken on the line 2—-2 thereof;

Fig. 3 is a top plan view of a modified form of needle
mount according to my invention as seen through a closed
but transparent container; and

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary perspective view of another
modified form of needle mount embodying the invention.

In Figs. 1 and 2 T have shown a casing 10 in the form
of a plain rectangular box 11 having a cover 12 attached

thereto by means of hinges 13; a friction lock 14q, 14
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enables the cover to be'pressed, shut up'on the box.

- Lodged snugly within the box 11is a needle motnt 20 of

cellophane or similar resilient, transparent sheet material,

-composed “of ‘two- legs 21a, 21b which form a frame

spanned by a bridge member 23. It will be noted that
the legs 21q, 215, which are a' pair of strips lying in ver-
tical planes, extend over ‘the full length of the box 11

. whereas bridge member 22 covers only a fraction of the

box area; this member is provided with perforations 23a,

23D forming several rows transverse. to it, thus parallel

to the legs 21a, 21b, for the insertion of a plurality of

elongated articles to be displayed, such as sewing-machine

needles 30.  The length of the needles 30 is less than that
of the frame members 21a, 21b but greater than the width
of the cross piece .22, hence they may readily be gripped
by the fingers and individually withdrawn without re-

. moval of-the entire insert 26-from the casing 16. The

insert 20 may, however, be easily taken out of the casing "
if desired, e. g. for purposes of reloading with needles or
of transfer to another casing in the event of damage to
the first one. .

. The bridge 22 has been shown provided with depend-
ing beads 24 as best seen in Fig. 2. These beads are
desirable as reinforcements, especially where a large
number of relatively heavy needies are to be supported,
but may be omitted in some cases.

The flexibility and resiliency of the legs Z1a, 215 en-
ables the insert 26 to be fitted into boxes of a shape other
than that shown in Fig. 1; also, the frame of the insert
may be conformed to casings of rounded, corrugated,
irregular, polygonal or any other configuration. This has. .
been illustrated in Fig. 3 where a casing 118 in the form
of an elongated oval has bsen shown, the bridge member
122 of the needle support 120 within the casing being
similar to cross piece 22 of Figs. 1 and 2 but the legs
121a, 121b thereof being extended in length and bent to
overlap at the apices of the casing. The overlapping
ends of these legs may, if desired, be cemented or other-
wise joined together.

If both the box bottom and the cover of the casing 10
or 118 are of transparent material, the needles 30 will
be visible therein from all sides as clearly apparent from -
Fig. 3. .

In Fig. 4 T have shown a modified form of insert 220
wherein the legs 221 (only one shown) are tapered at
the center and the bridge piece 222 is inclined so that
the point of a needle 39, traversing the holes 2234 and
223b thereof, is lower than its head. This further facili-
tates gripping of the needles and reduces the possibility
of contact between the sharp needle points and the fingers
of the user. An additional cross strip 225 extends be-
tween the frame legs 221 and forms 2 shield overlying
the needle points, strip 228 lying adjacent the holes 2235
which are on a lower level than the holes 223a.

My invention is, of course, not limited to the specific
embodiments described and illustrated but may be real-
ized in various modifications and adaptations without
departing from the spirit and scope of the appended
claims, Also, limitations such as “horizontal” and “ver-
tical” appearing in these claims are to be taken in a
relative sense only, it being apparent that the position
of the holder may be varied at will.

I claim: :

1. In combination, a mount and a plurality of elongated
articles carried thereon, said mount comprising a frame
of resilient sheet material and a bridge piece of like ma-
terial integral with and spanning said frame, said bridge
piece having a pair of parallel transverse edges spaced
apart by a distance less than said articles and being pro-
vided with apertures forming two transverse rows parallel
to and spaced inwardly from said -edges, said apertures
being traversed by said articles, said frame projecting be-
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.yond said bridge piece in a direction perpendicular to
said rows and having 4 dimension greater than the length
of said articles in said direction, said ‘bridge piece form-
ing between said edges and said rows a pair of solid ledges
supporting opposite extremities. of said articles, said ex-
tremities projecting beyond said ledges. i :

2. The combination according to claim 1, wherein said
material is highly transparent. o

3. The combination according to claim 2, wherein said
material is cellophane.

4. The combination according to claim 1, further com-
prising a protective shield spanning said frame at a loca-
tion spaced from said bridge piece, said shield being so
disaligned with respect to said bridge piece as to overlie
an extremity of each article threaded through said aper-
tures and supported on said ledges. R

5. In combination, a holder and a plurality of elon-
gated articles carried’ thereby, said holder comprising in
combination a casing and an insert of resilent sheet mate-
rial snugly fitting inside said casing, said insert including
a frame and a bridge piece integral with and spanning
said frame, said bridge piece extending over only a frac-
tion of the area defined by said frame and being provided
with parallel transverse edges and with two transverse
rows of apertures inwardly spaced from said edges, said
apertures being traversed by said articles, said ' bridge
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piece-forming between said edges

4 .
-and said.rows -a pair
of solid ledges suppotting opposite extremities of said
articles, said-extremities projecting beyond-said. ledges.

6. The combination according to claim 5, wherein said
casing is at least partly transparent.

“. The combination according to claim 6, wherein said
casing comprises a box and a cover, at least said cover
being transparent. :

8. The combination according to claim 7, wherein said
box has a transparent-bottom. :

9. The cornbination according to claim 5,-wherein said

-gheet material -and at least part of said casing are-trans-

parent.
10. The combination according to ¢laim 9, wherein
said casing has transparent front and back- walls.
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