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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
LEWIS CALVIN BULLOCK, J.R., OF STATE COLLEGE, RENENSYLVANIA, 

SHOESTRING-FASTENING DEVICE. 

1,348,475. Specifieation of Letters Patent. Paterated Aug. 3, 1930. 
Application filed March 11, 1920, Serial No. 364,878. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, LEwis C. BULLOCK, 

Jr., a citizen of the United States, residing 
at State College, in the county of Center 
and State of Pennsylvania, have invented 
certain new and useful Improvements in 
Shoestring-Fastening Devices, of which the 
following is a specification. 
One object of my invention is to provide 

an improved device which can be secured to 
the tongue of a shoe and which will serve 
to hold the shoe strings in their proper po 
sition preventing them from accidentally 
becoming untied and at the same time will 
hold the tongue of the shoe in its proper 
position preventing it from wrinkling or 
alling from its intended position. 
Another object is to make the device of 

my invention of a simple and durable con 
struction, so that it can be easily attached 
to the tongue of the shoe and can be easily 
used with advantage for the purposes above 
mentioned. - 

These objects, and other advantageous 
ends which will be described hereinafter, I 
attain in the following manner, reference 
being had to the accompanying drawings in Sne 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a de 
vice made in accordance with my invention, 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation showing said de 
vice attached to the tongue of a shoe, 

Figs. 3, 4 and 5 are fragmentary eleva 
tional views, partly in perspective, showing 
how my invention can be employed to per 
mit the tying of the lace string of a shoe so 
that when tied the string will not acciden 
tally become unfastened and the tongue will 
be held in proper position relatively to the 
upper of the shoe, 

Fig. 6 is a view of similar character to 
Fig.2 showing a slight modifieation in the 
device of my invention, and 

Figs. 7 and 8 are views of similar charac 
ter to Figs. 2 and 6 showing other modified 
forms of the device of my invention. 

Referring to Figs. 1 to 5 inclusive my im 
proved fastening device consists of a plate 
9 which is preferably made of metal and 
stamped or forged so as to produce integral 
sleeves 10 which may be forced through the 
tongue 11 of a shoe and afterward clenched 
or beaded at the outer ends 12 to secure the 
plate to the tongue as clearly shown in Fig. 
2. The clenching sleeves 10 are spaced 
apart so as to firmly hold the plate 9 to the 

tongue and the plate 9 has a rib 13 project 
ing forwardly therefrom; said rib being po 
sitioned preferably centrally between said 
sleeves as clearly shown in Fig. 1. The top 
edge of the rib 13 has a downwardly ex 
tending notch 14 therein which tapers in 
wardly from said top edge and said rib 13 
immediately below said notch has a hole 15 
extending therethrough; the edge 16 form 
ing said hole being continuous as clearly 
shown in Figs. 1 and 2. The plate 9 is se 
cured to the tongue 11 of the shoe in medi 
ately adjacent its top so that when said 
tongue is positioned as shown in Fig. 3, the 
plate 9 and rib 13 will be located adjacent 
the top edge 17 of the shoe upper 18 with 
the hole 15 of the plate slightly above the 
top lacing holes 19 of the upper; the notch 
14 being positioned above the hole 15 so 
that the rib 13, which is made compara 
tively narrow, can project outwardly through 
the parting 20 of the front edges of the shoe 
upper 18. 

After the tongue has been placed in said 
position the end portions 21 and 22 of the 
shoe string or lace are projected in opposite 
directions through the hole 15, as shown in 
Fig. 3, after which a loop 23 is formed in 
the shoe lace by imparting a “first tie 24 
to the ends of the shoe lace and this loop is 
then reduced in size by pulling the end por 
tions of the lace until the wrapped part 24 
of the lace is forced down into the notch 14 
and drawn taut as shown in Fig. 4: said 
inwardly tapering part of the notch serving 
as guiding means to permit the wrapped 
portions 24 to be drawn tightly into said 
notch and so that the lace thus far tied will 
surround and bind the portion 25 of the 
rib 13 between the inner end of the notch 14 
and the hole 15. The usual looped bow 26 
can then be formed and drawn taut so that 
its wrapping 27 will also be drawn down 
into the notch above the wrapped portion 
24 and due, to the resilient characteristic 
of the material out of which a lace is usually 
made, the portion 27 of the bow will be 
firmly held within the notch as clearly 
shown in Fig. 5. It will also be noted that the above tying of the parts will firmly an 
chor or hold the rib in position and since 
the rib is attached to the tongue through 
the medium of the plate 9 and clenching 
sleeves 10, it will be impossible for the 
tongue to move downwardly out of position. 
In Fig 6 I have shown a modification 
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which is similar to that described in Figs i 
to 5 inclusive with exception that the notch 
14 has a restricted throat 14 and a com 
paratively wide inner polition 14' so that 
in drawing the portions of the lace into the 
notch they will first be compressed when 
passing through the restricted portion 14" 
and after passing farther into the notch 
they can expand within the inner portion 
14 of the notch and will not readily move 
out of the notch in view of the compara 
tively narrow portion 14 being located di 
rectly above the portion 149. 
In Fig 7 I have illustrated another form 

of the device of my invention including two 
holes 15 and 15 which are located at op 
posite sides of a notch 14 and in this in 
stance the device can bc attacled with title;’ 
of the holes 15" or 15 above the nocin id': 
and the ends of the lace can le initially pro 
jected in opposite directions through the 
holes 15' and 15 and afterward tie and 
the tied portions forced within the notch 15, 
The form of my invention shown in Fig. 

S is similar to that shown in Fig. 7 with the 
exception that the notch 14 between the 
holes 15 and 15° has a restricted portion 14" 
similar in use to the restricted portion 14" 
described in connection with Fig. 6. In all 
other respects the forms of my invention 
shown in Figs. 6, 7 and 8 are similar to that 
described in connection with Figs. 1 to 5 
inclusive and I have therefore given cor 
responding parts similar reference numerals. 

While f have described my invention as 
taking a particular form, it will be under 
stood that the various parts of my inventic 
may be changed without departing from the 
spirit thereof, and hence I do not limit 
myself to the precise construction set forth, 
but consider that I am at liberty to make such 
changes and alterations as fairly come with 
in the scope of the appended claims. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent is:- 

1. A device of the character described in 
cluding a plate adapted to be secured to the 
tongue of a shoe and having a rib forwardly 
projecting therefrom whereby the rib can pass outwardly through the parting between 
the front edges of the shoe upper, said rib 
having a hole through which the end por 
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tions of the shoe lace can be projected and 
a notch adjacent said hole whereby a portion 
of the face, wrapped to form a loop, can be 
pulled when the loop is shortened; substan 
tially as described. 

2. A device of the character described in 
cluding a plate adapted to be secured to the 
Olgue of a shoe and having a rib forwardly 
projecting therefrom whereby the rib can 
pass outwardly through the parting between 
the front edges of the shoe upper, said rib 
having a hole through which the end por 
tions of the shoe lace can be projected 
and a notch adjacent said hole whereby a 
portion of the lace, wrapped to form a loop, 
cal be illed when the loop is shortened, 
said notch being positioned above said hole: 
substantially as described. 

:3. A device of the character described ill 
cluding a plate adapted to be secured to the 
tongue of a shoe and having a rib forwardly 
projecting therefrom whereby the rib can 
pass outwardly through the parting between 
the front edges of the shoe upper, said rib 
having a hole through which the end por 
tions of the shoe lace can be projected and a 
notch adjacent said hole whereby a portion 
of the lace, wrapped to form a loop, can be 
pulled when the loop is shortened, said notch 
being positioned above said hole and pro 
jecting downwardly from the top edge of 
said rib; Substantially as described. 

4. A device of the character described in 
cluding a plate adapted to be secured to the 
tongue of a shoe and having a rib forwardly 
projecting therefrom whereby the rib can 
; : SS (lit. Yardly through the parting le. 
tween the front edges of the shoe upper, 
said rib having a hole through which the 
end portions of the shoe lace can be project 
ed and a notch adjacent said hole whereby 
a portion of the lace, wrapped to form a 
loop, can be pulled when the loop is short 
ened, said notch having a restricted throat 
between its outer and inner ends; substan 
tially as described. 
In testimony whereof I have signed my 

name to this specification in the presence 
of two subscribing witnesses. 

LEWIS CALVIN BULLOCK, Jr. 
Witnesses: 

MITTIE. E. HolMEs, 
JoHN L. HoLMEs. 
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