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My invention relates to improvements in 
folding tables, and the object of the inven 
tion is to construct a table of rigid and du 
rable construction, and a further object of my 
invention is to produce a table in which the 
legs can be locked in their extended position 
against accidental displacement. 

Instability is the greatest objection to fold 
ing tables, for though comparatively rigid 
when new, they as a general rule, lose their 
rigidity after being in use for some little time. 
Another object of my invention is to pro 

vide strut members for retaining the legs in 
their extended position, and to furnish ten 
sion springs for retaining a resilient pressure 
between the struts and the legs, and a still 
further object of my invention is to utilize 
the tension of the springs for retaining the 
legs in their folded position when not in use. 

y invention consists of a table construct 
ed and arranged all as hereinafter more par 
ticularly described and illustrated in the ac 
companying drawing in which:- 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of my table, 
the legs thereof being unfolded. 

Fig. 2 is a perspective view of the table 
with the legs thereof folded. 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged side elevational view 
of the fragmentaryportion of the table. 

Fig. 4 is a vertical cross-sectional view 
taken through the line 4-4 Fig. 3. 

Fig. 5 is a further enlarged view of a frag 
mentary portion of one of the table legs and 
a strut therefor, the connection between the 
leg and the strut being shown in section. 

ig. 6 is a similar view to Fig. 5, showing 
the leg partially folded, and - 

Fig. 7 is a cross-sectional view taken 
through the line 7-7 Fig. 6. 
In the drawing like characters of reference 

indicate corresponding parts in the different 
views. 
My table comprises a top and four legs, 1, 

2, 3 and 4 which extend from the corners 
thereof, such top can be of square or rec 
tangul 
which the table is put. The top consists of 
a top face portion 5 formed of a sheet of 
substantially thin material and supported 

when the 

ar form dependent upon the use to 

upon a frame, the members 6 of which are 
deeper than the thickness of the top 5. 

Extending parallel and adjacent to two 
oppositeside frame members 6 furnish brace 
members 7 of the same depth as the members 
6, so that two inverted channels 8 and 9 are 
formed upon the opposite sides of the top 
of the table underneath the top face 5. 
These channels are adapted to receive the 
legs when folded, the channel 8 receiving the 
legs 1 and 2 and the channel 9 receiving the 
legs 3 and 4. The legs are pivotally mount 
ed at their upper ends upon pins 10 which 
extend across the ends of the channels, and as 
the two legs in each channel fold one on top 
of the other the pin 10 in one end of the 
channel is close to the table top 5 and the pin 
10 at the other end of the channel close to the 
bottoms of the members 6 and 7. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

apparent that the legs are contained within 
the channels 8 and 9 when they are folded and 

are unfolded are swung down 
Wardly above the pins 10 into the position 
illustrated in Fig. 1. 
For retaining the legs in the extended posi 

tion I furnish a strut 11 for each leg, such 
struts being pivoted at their upper ends to 
the inner faces of either of the members 6 
and 7, the strut and one leg in each groove be 
ing pivoted to the member 6 and the strut and 
the other leg pivoted to the member 7. 

Intermediately of the length of the legs I 
furnish strut-engaging members 12 of sub 
stantially U-shaped cross-section and pivoted 
to the legs upon pins 13 which are threaded 
into the legs. The struts extend through the 
members 12 between their bottoms 14 and the 
pins 13, and are formed in the vicinity of the 
lower ends with notches 15 which engage the 
pins as illustrated in Fig. 5, thus retaining the 
legs against swinging movement. 
The members 12 contain U-shaped mem 

bers 16 which bear against the edges of the 
struts opposite the edges in which the notches 
are contained, and 17 are springs inserted be 
tween the bottoms 13 of the members 12 and 
the bottoms of the U-shaped members 16. It 
will thus be seen that the springs exert a pres 
sure between the bottoms of the members 12 
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and the struts keeping the struts in close 
contact with the pins 3 so that when the legs 
are swung downwardly into the extended po 
sition the notches i5 Egg the pins 13 and 
can only be removed from engagement 
through manual movement of the struts 
against the springs i? ; when of course the 
legs are at the same time swung so that the 
notched portions of the struts pass out of 

U-shaped members 12 as illustrated in 
ig. 6. 
pon reference to the dotted portions of 

Fig. 3 it will be seen that when the legs are 
folded and contained within the channels un 
der the table the struts 11 lie in parallel rela 
tion beside their legs and through the pres 
sure of the springs such legs are fric 
tionally retained in their folded position. As the legs are swung downwardly in carry 
ing them to the extending position the struts 
11 pass through the Gembers 12 as also illus 
trated in dotted lines in Fig. 3 until the legs 
reach the fully extended position wherein the 
notches i5 come into engagement with pins 
13 under the infiuence of springs 1. e 
it is desired to fold the E. legs it is only 
necessary to press the struts 11 away from 
pins 13 and swing the legs wherein the struts 
slide through the portions 12. 
From the foregoing description it will be 

seen that have devised a simple and yet very 
rigid folding table construction in which the 
leg supporting strats rigidly engage the legs 
through the mediu En of the members 12 wher. 
the legs are in the extended position; and fur 
thermore by the rise of the springs 1 for re 
taining the notches ...5 in engagement with 
the springs i3 (here is no possibility of the 
engagement between the struts and the legs becoming loose and the legs accidentally fold. 
ing. Although I have shown and described 
a particuliar embodile:3 of my invention it is 
to be understood that, ca. Enake such changes 
and alterations as : y Érontine to time 
deem necessary without departing from the 
spirit of my invention as set forth in the ap 
pended cairns, 
What Echain as my invention is: 
i. i. 2, &asie of the character described & 

; ieg pivotaly secred to he abie top, E, Sir2: 
pivotaly secured to the 
Early incies to he le. 
the extended ics 
shaped inenber 

Sabie &op and angri 
when such leg is i.). 

in, S. Substantially U 
S332 red to the leg 8...d. 

the S3.33 extends, a piz. ex:- 
tending through. She open end of the E 
shapedrier bef i263 he leg, a meinier sidi 
ably engaging it contained within the 
(J-shaped reinber, a spring positioned 
between the bo;CI of the J-shaped aember 
and the strušegaging Eneinber. 

f the character described a 

s 

2. In a table of éire 
d 63 he table top, a stru, 
3. 

leg pivotally Secure 
he table top and 2ngu pivotally secured a 

Early inclisted to a when such leg ig in 
ge, 

p it. 
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the extended position, a substantially 
shaped member secured to the leg and 
through which the strut extends, a pin ex 
tending through the two portions of the 
shaped member in the vicinity of its open end 
the shaped member being so positioned 
upon the leg that the upper face of the strut 
is adjacent to the pin, and a spring contained 
within the shaped member and positioned 
between the bottom of the U shaped member 
and the lower face of the strust to retain the 
strut in frictional engagement with the pin. 

ARUR REVRR cARECE BOUR. 

g 

6 

3. 

36 

95 

s 

3. s 

25 

3. 

  


