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To all whom it may concern: 
Be it known that I, WILLIAM AMBROSE 

PRICE, a citizen of the United States, residing 
at Iowa Falls, in the county of Hardin and 
State of Iowa, have invented certain new and 
useful Improvements in Apparatus for Elec 
trically Treating the Ear; and I do declare the 
following to be a full, clear, and exact descrip 
tion of the invention, such as will enable oth 
ers skilled in the art to which it appertains to 
make and use the same, reference being had 
to the accompanying drawing, and to the let 
ters of reference marked thereon, which forms 
a part of this specification. 
My invention relates to that particular 

class of electrical treating devices that are 
applied to the ear. 

Heretofore devices have been invented and 
placed upon the market in which a frame or 
shell is placed over the entire ear, thereby in 
closing the same. The great disadvantage of 
these devices is that only the outer portion of 
the ear receives the electrical current, the 
drum of the ear being unaffected. 
The object of my invention is to overcome 

this disadvantage and to produce a device 
that will treat the drum direct as well as the 
outer portion of the ear. 

In the accompanying drawing: the figure 
represents a perspective view of my inven 
tion. 
The reference letter a represents the frame 

of my ear treating instrument, having the 
general outline of an ear. The frame is pref 
erably made of some insulated conductive 
material, and has upon its inner face, or the 
part that comes in contact with the ear, an 
uninsulated surface b. This surface b is for 
the treatment of the outer portion of the ear, 
and is adapted to be electrically connected to 
either the negative or positive pole of any suit 
able battery, preferably a pocket or belt bat 

tery. Branching from the insulated frame is 
an outwardly extending arm or prong C situ 
ated directly between the sides of the frame, 
and having secured to its free end a sponge or 
other absorptive material d, which is so lo 
cated that it will enter and rest upon the tym 
panum of the ear. By means of this prong, 
an electrical current is carried from the in 
sulated frame directly to the drum of the ear. 
This frame C can be connected to the oppo 
site pole of a battery when it is desired to 
treat both the inner and the outer portions 
of the ear at the same time; or if it is desired 
to treat only the inner ear, the positive or 
negative pole can be attached to some other 
portion of the body. The same will apply 
when it is desired to treat only the outer por 
tion of the ear. 
Having thus described my invention, what 

I claim as new and desire to secure by Letters 
Patent, is:- 

1. The herein described electrical treating 
device, consisting of a conductive skeleton 
frame for treating the outer portions and drum 
and tympanum of the ear, substantially as de 
scribed. 

2. The herein described electrical treating 
device, consisting of a conductive skeleton 
frame, a conductive surface or face on the 
inner side of said frame and insulated there 
from, an arm or prong extending through the 
central portion of said frame and in electrical 
contact therewith, and an absorptive body on 
the end of and in electrical contact with said 
arm, substantially as and for the purpose de 
Scribed. 

In testimony whereof I affix my signature in 
presence of two witnesses. 

WILLIAM AMBEROSE PRICE. 
Witnesses: 

J. S. BUTTOLPH, 
ETTA. C. BUTTOLPH, 
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