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(57) Abstract: A laser beam is focused on an object to be processed including a semiconductor substrate having a plurality of func -
tional elements formed on the front surface, from the rear surface of the semiconductor substrate, and a first focal point is moved
along a planned cutting line, while the distance between the front surface of the semiconductor substrate and the first focal point of
the laser beam is maintained at a first distance, to form a first moditied region along the planned cutting line. The laser beam is fo -
cused on the object to be processed, from the rear surface of the semiconductor substrate, and a second focal point is moved along
the planned cutting line, while the distance between the front surface of the semiconductor substrate and the second focal point of
the laser beam is maintained at a second distance, and the second focal point is offset in a direction orthogonal to both the thickness
direction of the semiconductor substrate and the extension direction of the planned cutting line, relative to the position correspond -
ing to the first focal point, to form a second modified region along the planned cutting line. A prescribed section including the rear
surface and at least the second modified region is removed from the semiconductor substrate.
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