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(57) Abstract: An alternating pressure mattress has two sets (A, B) of cells, which are inflated and deflated cyclically and in se-
& quence, to provide alternating support for a patient. Each set (A, B) has central transverse cells (11a, 11b) and side forming cells
o (14a, 14b). The central cells (11a, 11b) provide a central region for the patient. The side forming cells (14a, 14b) protrude, when
inflated, higher than the central cells, to act as side barriers preventing rolling of the patient off the mattress. At each side of the
mattress a plurality of the side forming cells (14a, 14b) of both sets (A, B) is present, these cells inflating and deflating with the
respective central cells (11a, 11b), so that the side barrier effect is provided by the two sets (A, B) cells alternatingly.
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