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The invention relates t0 improvements in means for
applying cosmetics and lotions to the face, or other parts
of the body.

In applying a liquid foundation, lotion or liquid make-
up material to the face, it has been and still is the practice
to apply the make-up material manually. The liquid
material is poured into the palm of one hand, the fingers
of the other hand are dipped in the liquid material,
and then the wetted fingers are used to apply and work
the material into the skin. In applying liquid make-up
with the fingers, and to the delicate contours around the

eyes, the nostrils and the lips, the skin is stretched, thereby.

undesirably opening the pores of the skin. _Also, the
manual application of liquid make-up material is a messy
operation, requiring its subsequent removal from the

hands.

It has been proposed to use a piece of sponge or a
sponge pad to apply liquid make-up material to the face.
The difficulty here is that in helding the sponge pad with
the fingers, the hand covers that portion of the face to
which the make-up is being applied, and prevents viewing
in a mirror. Also, the liquid cosmetic material is squeezed
out from the sponge pad and onto the hand, requiring
removal by washing.

It has been proposed to provide an applicator in the
form of a handle having a sponge pad at one end thereof.
Such prior art applicator, while permitting viewing in the
mirror of that portion of the face to which the make-up is
being applied, and eliminating the necessity for removing
the make-up material from the hands, has not served to
apply the cosmetic material in a satisfactory manner.
Known applicators of this type do not function to apply
the make-up material evenly or uniformiy to the variously
contoured areas of the face.

An object of the invention is to provide an applicator

for cosmetic material which enables the uniform and even

application of the material to the variously contoured
areas of the face withont unduly stretching the skin to
undesirably open the pores, while permiiting the viewing
in a mirror of that area of the face to which the cosmetic
material is being applied.

Another object of the Invention is to provide a cos-
metic applicator for realizing the foregoing advantages
which is of simplified construction and is inexpensive to
manufacture.

These, and other objects and advantages of the inven-
tion will be apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion, taken in conjunction with the accompanying draw-
ings illustrating a preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion, in which:

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of the rear side of an
applicator made in accordance with the invention;

FIG. 2 is a vertical cross-sectional view taken approxi-
mately in the plane of line 2—2 of FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a front view of the applicator; and

FIG. 4 illustrates the manner in which the applicator
operates when applying cosmetic material to the face.

T have found that in order to apply cosmetics, more par-
ticularly liquid make-up material, to the variously con-
toured areas of the face so that the material may be
uniformly and evenly disiributed, the support or holder
for a porous, compressible pad which retains the cosmetic
material and the handle must be related to one another
so that the handle of the applicator will function as a high-
ly flexible extension of the pad holder. By structurally
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relating the pad holder and the handle of the applicator so

‘that the handle may flex in a plane perpendicular to the

length of the handle in a direction opposite to the direc-
tion in which pressure is applied to the face by the pad,
the handle, the pad holder, and the pad will cooperate
with one another in a manner whereby the applying sur-
face of the pad will coextensively conform to the variously
centoured areas of the face with the pressure distributed
to afford uniform or even coating of the make-up mate-
rial upon the contoured area. Also, such even and uni-
form application of the make-up is accomplished without
unduly stretching the skin.

Referring to FIGS. 1 to 3, the cosmetic applicator of
the invention comprises a pad holder 18 and a handle
12 extending therefrom. The pad holder and the handle
are molded of a suitable plastic material in integral form
as a single piece. Preferably, the applicator body, consist-
ing of the integrally formed pad holder and handle, is
made by injection molding a material such as medium,
impact-strength styrene.

The pad holder 18 comprises a bottom wall 14 and an
integrally formed, peripheral upstanding rim 16 which
together provide a recess or well 18, as shown in FIG. 2.
Preferably, the pad holder portion of the applicator is
rectangular or square in lateral outline, as shown. A suit-
able size for the holder provides a recess which is one
inch square in jts lateral dimensions. The bottom wall
14 is provided with a raised or projecting portion 29 so
that the recess 18 has a reduced depth at the center there-
of. Preferably, and for simplicity of mold structure to
make the applicator body, the bottom wall’s raised por-
tion 20 is convexly shaped to extend between the side
walls 22, 22" with a pad holder having a square outline,
as illustrated. Although the bottom wall may be thick-
ened at the projecting portion thereof, the bottom wall
preferably is dished at the rear side to provide the desired
convexity and a bottom wall of uniform thickness, there-
by saving plastic material. The other pair of spaced side
walls, which together with the side wallg 22, 22’ constitute
the upstanding rim 16, are designated 24, 24,

A pad 26 is positioned in the recess 18 and secured to

‘the pad holder. The pad is made of a flexible, compres-

sibie, porous material which will retain liquid or powdered
make-up material. The sponge form of polyurethane is
particularly suitable. The normal or uncompressed thick-
ness of the pad is greater than and preferably at least twice
the depth of the recess at the centrally raised portion
thereof. With a substantially square outline of pad holder,
as shown, the sponge pad is similarly of square outline,
with its lateral dimensions at least equal to and prefer-
ably slightly greater than the lateral dimensions of the
recess. Through the recess is of varying depth, it is
preferred that the pad be of substantially the same thick-
ness throughout. .

The sponge pad is secured within the recess by a suit-
able adhesive or cement, such as a rubber cement. The
adhesive line 28 connecting the sponge pad- to the bot-
tom wall preferably is restricted to the raised or convex
portion 26. The adhesive may be applied as a central
stripe to the sponge pad, and then inserted into the recess
and pressed against the projection 20 to provide the
adhesive -connection, as shown in FIG. 2. "Thus, the
sponge pad 26 is positioned within the recess 20 with the
bottom portions thereof, designated 30, 3¢’, which are
adjacent the central portion, in unattached or unadhered
relationship to the bottom wall at such areas. Also,
the adjoining sides of the sponge pad are unadhered to
the inner face of the rim 16 or the side walls 22, 22’ and
24,24, - '

The handle 12 is made of very thin section. Though as
shown, the greatest width of the handle is at’its free end,
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and it is reduced in width at the juncture 32 with the pad
holder 10, the thickness of the handle is preferably only
142 inch, and considerably less than the most narrow width
thereof. The handle may be said to be blade-like in-char-
acter. Further, the thin, blade-like handle is joined to
the pad holder rim 16 at the rim’s upper edge.. - In effect,
the handle is a lateral extension of the rim, with the upper
surface 34 of the handle substantially coextensive with the
top edge 36 of the rim. The rim may also be of thin
section, having a thickness approximately equal to the
thickness of the thin, blade-like handle. Due {0 the thin
sections involved and to prevent fracture, the rear surface
‘38 of the handle preferably is molded with a central strut
40 extending longitudinally from the juncture 32 along
the handle’s length. Thus, the handle possesses sub-
stantial flexure in a plane perpendicular to its length in

a direction opposite to the direction that pressure is

applied by the pad when used, the handle readily assum-
ing a flexed condition as illustrated by the dotted lines
in FIG. 2. The described structural relationship of the
applicator body’s handle and pad holder portions also
allows twisting flexure about the longitudinal axis of the
handle. - :

FIG. 4 illustrates make-up being applied to a hollowed
portion of the face, adjacent the nose, by the -applicator
of the invention after liquid make-up material has been
applied to and is retained by the porous, compressible
sponge pad 26. In applying the make-up material, one
uses a tangential or wiping action, together with pressure,
in a direction perpendicular to the area of the face being
coated, or in the direction indicated by the arrow X. The
ability of the handle 12 to flex in a direction opposite to
the direction of pressure application, or in the direction
of the arrow Y, permits the pressure applied by the pad
26 to be distributed so that the make-up material is wiped
onto the face uniformly and evenly, though the area to
which the make-up is being applied is a curved surface
with which the pad’s surface 33 matingly conforms. Suf-
ficiently firm pressure may be applied to reach all con-
cavely, convexly and concavo-convexly contoured areas
of the face, and yet provide uniform and even distribu-
tion of the make-up material upon the particular area.

Clear viewing in a mirror of that area of the face to
which the make-up is being applied is afforded. The raised
area 20 in the pad holder provides firm support for the
sponge pad as the wiping action, with the component
of pressure normal to the area being coated, applies the

make-up material. The intersecting corners of the square

pad adjoining the surface 33 furnish a thinned area, per-
mitting codting in such restricted areas of the face as
adjacent the corners of the eye. The areas of the sponge
which are unadhered or unattached to the bottom wall
and the side walls, the areas adjacent the adhesive line
28, provide a desirable squeegee action when, after use,
the sponge pad is to be.rinsed and cleaned to remove
residual make-up material. . C

It will be apparent that an applicator in accordance with
the invention, because of its simplicity of construction,
permits manuofacture at minimum cost.

It also will be apparent that while a preferred embodi-
‘ment of the invention has been illustrated and described,
various modifications and changes may be made without
departing from the spirit and scope of the invention as
sought to be defined in the following claims,

I claim:

1. A cosmetic applicator comprising a pad holder and a
flexible handle extending therefrom, the pad holder and
handle being integrally molded of plastic material, said
pad holder having a bottom wall and a peripheral, up-
_standing rim to provide a recess, said bottom wall having
a raised portion to provide a central area in the recess of
reduced depth, a porous, compressible pad of substan-
tially uniform thickness and normally having a thickness
greater than the depth of the recess at the central portion
. thereof, the pad being positioned in the recess and ad-
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hesively secured to the bottom wall, said pad having
lateral dimensions at least equal to the lateral dimensions
of the recess, said handle being of blade-like thinness and
joining the pad shoulder at the top of said rim, whereby
upon the application of pressure by said pad, the handle
may readily flex in a direction opposite to the direction of
pressure application,

2. A costnetic applicator comprising a pad holder and
a flexible handle extending therefrom, the pad holder and
handle being integrally molded of plastic material, said
pad holder having a bottoin wall and a peripheral, up-
standing rim to provide a fecess, said bottom Wall having
a raised portion to provide a cestral area in the recess of
reduced depth, a porous, compressible pad of substan-
tially uniform thickness and normally having a thickness
greater than the depth of the recess at the central por-
tion thereof, the pad being positioned in the recess and
adhesively secured to the bottom wall at the central por-
tion thercof only, said pad having lateral dimensions at
least equal to the lateral dimensions of the recess, said
handle being of biade-like thinness and joining the pad
holder at the top of said rim, whereby upon the applica-
tion of pressure by said pad, the handle may readily flex
in a direction opposite to the direction of pressure appli-
cation. A

3. A cosmetic applicator comprising a pad holder and
a flexible handle extending therefrom, the pad holder
and handle being integrally molded of plastic material,
said pad holder having a bottom wall and a peripheral,
upstanding #im to provide a recess, said bottom wall
having a raised portion to provide a central area in the
recess, of reduced depth, 4 porous, éompressible pad of
substantially uniform thickness and fiormaily having a
thickness greater than the depth of the recess at the ¢éns
tral portion thereof, the pad being positioned in the
recess and adhesively secured to the bottom wall, said

- pad having lateral dimensions at least equal to the lat-
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eral dimensions of the recess, said handle being of blade-
like thinness and joining the pad holder at the top of said
rim, whereby upon the application of pressure by said pad,
the handle may readily flex in a direction opposite to the
direction of pressure application, and a reinforcing strut
molded integrally with the handle and extending longitudi-
nally thereof from the juncture of the handle with the
rim.

4. A cosmetic applicator comprising a pad holder and
a flexible handle extending therefrom, the pad holder
and handle being integrally molded of plastic matetial,
said pad holder having a bottom wall and a peripheral,
upstanding rim to provide a recess, said bottom wall
having a raised portion to provide a central atea in the
recess of reduced depth, a porous, compressible pad
of substantially uniform thickness and normally having
a thickness greater than the depth of the recess at the
central portion thereof, said pad being positioned in the
recess and adhesively secured fo-the bottom wall at the
central portion thereof only, said pad having lateral di-
mensions at least equal to the lateral dimensions of the
recess, said handle being of blade-like thinness and join-
ing the pad holder at the top of said rim, whereby upon
the application of pressure by said pad, the handle may
readily flex in a direction opposite to the direction of
pressure application, and a reinforcing strut moldled in-
tegrally with the handle and extending longitudinally
thereof from the juncture of the handle with the rim.

5. A cosmetic applicator comprising a pad holder and
a flexible handle extending therefrom, the pad holder
and handle being integrally molded of hard plastic ma-
terial, said pad holder having a bottom wall and a pe-
ripheral, upstanding rim to provide a recess substantially
square in its lateral dimensions, said bottom wall having
a raised portion fo provide a central area in the recess
of reduced depth, a sponge pad of substantially uniform
thickness and normally having 2 thickness at least twice
the depth. of the recess at:the central portion thereof,
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the pad being positioned in the recess and adhesively
secured to the bottom wall at the central portion thereof
only, said pad having lateral dimensions at least equal
to the lateral dimensions of the recess, said handle being
of blade-like thinness and joining the pad holder at the
top edge of said rim, whereby upon the application of
pressure by said pad, the handle may readily flex in
a plane perpendicular to its length in a direction op-
posite to the direction of pressure application, as well as
allowing twisting flexure about the longitudinal axis of
the handle, and a reinforcing strut molded integrally with
the underside of the handle and extending longitudinally
thereof from the juncture of the handle with the rim.

6. In a cosmetic applicator, a pad holder and & flexible
handle extending therefrom, the pad holder and handle
being iniegrally molded of hard plastic material, said
pad holder having an imperforate bottom wall and a
peripheral, upstanding rim to provide a recess for receiv-
ing an applicator pad, said bottom wall having a raised
portion to provide & central area in the Tecess of reduced
depth, said handle being of blade-like thinness and join-
ing the pad holder at the top of said rim, whereby upon
the application of pressure in a direction perpendicular
to said bottom wall, the handle may readily flex in a
direction opposite to the direction of pressure applica-
tion, )

7. In a cosmetic applicator, a pad holder and a flexible
handle extending therefrom, the pad holder and handle
being integrally molded of hard plastic material, said
pad holder having an imperforate bottom wall and a
peripheral, upstanding rim to provide a recess for recejv-
ing an applicater pad, said bottom wall having a raised
portion to provide a central area in the recess of reduced
depth, said handle being of blade-like thinness and join-
ing the pad holder at the top of said rim, whereby upon
the application of pressure in a direction perpendicular
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to said bottom wall, the handle may readily flex in a di-
rection opposite to the direction of pressure application,
and a reinforcing strut molded integrally with the handle
and extending longitudinally thereof from the juncture
of the handle with the rim.

8. In a cosmetic applicator, a pad holder and a flexible
handle extending therefrom, the pad holder and handle
being integrally molded of hard plastic material, said
prad holder having an imperforate bottom wall and a
peripheral, upstanding rim to provide a recess substan-
tially square in its lateral dimensions for receiving an
applicator pad, said bottom wall having a raised portion
to provide a central area in the recess of reduced depth,
said handle being of blade-like thinness and joining the
pad holder at the top edge of said rim, whereby upon
the application of pressure in 2 direction perpendicular to
said bottom wall, the handle may readily flex in a plane
perpendicular to its length in a direction opposite to the
direction of pressure application, as well as allowing
twisting flexure about the longitudinal axis of the han-
dle, and a reinforcing strut molded integrally with the
underside of the handle and extending longitudinally
thereof from the juncture of the handle with the rim.

References Cited in the file of this patent
UNITED STATES PATENTS

D. 157,183 Newell . ___ Feb. 7, 1950
1,127,244 Helstrom ______________ Feb. 2, 1915
1,366,009 Lane o _______ Jan. 18, 1921
1,649,089 Volckening ____________ Nov. 15, 1927
2,799,086 Tupper e . July 16, 1957
2,829,393 Turcotte .o _______ Apr. 8, 1958
2,917,057 Busseuil —..___________ Dec. 15, 1959

FOREIGN PATENTS
655,235 France . ____________ Dec. 27, 1928



