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T'o:all whom it may concern. ‘

-Be it known that I, Jorx W. KE\IDALL
a citizen “of the Umted States, residing at
Farmer City, in the county of De VV itt
and State of Illinois, have invented certain
new and useful Impmvements in' Roadway
Obstruction Apparatus, of Whlch the fol-
lowing is a spemﬁcamon '

My invention relatés to a 1'oadway ob-
struction appamtu for use near a railway
¢rogsing or the’ 11]&6, while flot necessarily
1cstr1(~ted to -this “use, tor preventing “the
driving of automoblles or other velncles at
excessive speeds.

An important object of the invention is
to provide apparatus of the above mentioned
charactér; which will produce the appear-
ance of a (‘losed barrier, across the roadway,
at a distance, and will ‘also produce a re-
stricted opening through which the vehicle
may pass, with means for enlarging the
opening without hablhty of injury tOv two
or more vehicles passing each other in or
near such opening.

A further object of the invention is to
provide means whereby the obstluotlon ap-
paratus. may be readily removed, ‘i the
event that it is desired to permit an unusual—
ly large vehicle or load to pass.

A imthel object of the invention is to
provide appar 1tus of the above mentioned
charac¢ter, which is 51mple n constructlon,

strong and darable.

Other objects and advantages of the in-
vention will be apparent’ during the course
ot the following description.

Tn the accompanyibg drawings forming
a part of this specification, dlld in Whlch
like numerals are emploved to desmnate like
p\hs thiroughout the same.

Tigure 17is a plan view of qppalatus
my invention,

Figure 2 is a side elevation of the same,
parts broken away,

Figure 3 is a transverse section taken on
line 3—3 of Figure 2, and,

Figure 4 is a horizontal section taken on
line 4—4 of Tigure 2.

In the dramnws, wherein for the purpose
of illustration is shown a preferred em-
bodiment of my invention, the numeral 5
designates a roadway, and 6 a railway
track crossing the same.

Disposed upon opposite sides of the track
6 are road-obstructing apparatuses 7. As
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these apparatuses are identical, a descrip-
tion of one will suflice for both

"Each apparatus embodies a pair of trans-
verse vertical sp‘tced fence or obstluctwn
e]ements 8, ‘each of which includes a pair
of vertical posts 9, havmo ho Montal mem-
bers, strips, or slats 10 rig 1dly ‘secured thete-
to by bolts 11 o1 the like, 'The posts 9 are
preferably cylindrical, with" ﬁattened faces
12, with which the strlps or slats 10 engage.
The low er end of each Veltlcal post 9'is re-
movably niounted ‘within a vertically ar-

ranged socket or sleeve 13, embedded in the
v’oadbed 5, and prefer ably flash ' therewith.

Each post is provided upon its lower Jpor tion
with a Washer 14, arranged beneath a trans-
verse pin 15, which hmlts its upwa,ld move-
ment. The Washel is" supported upon the
top of the socket 13, as shown. Tt is thus ap-
parent that the obstruction elements 8, are
removable from the roadbed, at will, Whlch
may be desirable to permit of the pdssaoe of
an exceptlonallv large vehicle.

Each obstiuction apparatus also.embodies
an inner obstruction element or panel 16,
which is identical with the obstruction .ele-
meént or panel 8, except that it may be a little
lIonger. - The obstruction element 16 em-
bodies the same vertical poqt 9, connected by
the ‘horizontal slats '10. These PO%tb are
removable within the same sockets 13.

Arranged at the inner vertical edges of
the obstruction elements or panels 8 are hom—
zontally swinging wings or extensions 17,
which in theu “normal positions plO]ed
inwardly from the elements 8 and consti-
tute continuations thereof, in appearance,
particularly at ‘a distance. Tach of these
wings embodies a vertically arranged pivot
bar or element 18, civcular in cross section,
with' one side ﬂa{tened for the reception
thereon of horizontal spaced strips or bars
19, secured thereto by bolts 20 or the like.
The- upper and lower enids of the pivot bar
18 are pivotally mounted in eyes 21, ‘of
pivot brackets 22, which are rigidly secured
to the inner post 9, by any suitable means.
A transverse pin 93 is secured to the lower
end of the pivot bar 18 and engages above
the lower eye 21, to limit the downward
movement of the wing.

Means are pro ovided to normally retain
each wing in the central or closed position,
embodying a bar 24, attached to the outer
ends of the horizontal strips 17, projecting
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outwardly beyond the pivot bar 18. A re-

tractile coil spring 25 is attached to the

eccentric bar 24, and has its outer end
secured to the post 9.

In use, two of the apparatuses 7 are em-
ployed in connection with a railway cross-
ing, and are arranged upon opposite sides
of the same, at suitable distances therefrom.
The obstruction elements 8 with their swing-
ing wings, together with the obstruction
elements 16, produce the appearance of a
closed barrier, at a distance, thus causing
the driver of an automobile to slow down be-
fore reaching or nearing the same. When
close to the apparatus the driver sees the
opening between the swinging wings and
can properly drive his car through the same
and past the inner obstruction element 16.
An important feature of the invention is the
provision of the swinging wings or exten-
sions, which decreases the width of the open-
ing between the outer obstruction elements,
without liability of the car destroying the
apparatus. This of course increases the
safety, and if two automobiles should pass
each other within the opening, the cars may
drive against the swinging wings, which
will open freely in either direction, without
injury to the car or the obstruction -appa-
ratus. T

The apparatus may also be used as a single
unit in a roadway, for preventing speeding,
and is not restricted to/its use in connection
with a railway crossing.

It is to be understood that the form of
my invention herewith shown and described
is to be taken as a preferred embodiment of
the same, and that various changes in the
shape, size, and arrangement of parts may
be resorted to without departing from the
spirit of my invention, or the scope of the
subjoined claims.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim: '

1. An obstruction apparatus for a road-
way, comprising a pair of spaced outer
transverse obstruction elements, an inner
transverse obstruction element spaced longi-
tudinally of the roadway with respect to the
outer obstruction elements and arranged
within the opening between the outer ob-
struction elements, and swinging wings se-
cured to the inner ends of the outer trans-

verse obstruction element and normally
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arranged at substantially a straight angle :

with relation thereto and forming in effect
continuations of the same for defining the
width of the opening between the same.

2. An obstruction apparatus for a road-
way, comprising a pair of spaced outer
transverse obstruction elements provided at
their inner ends with swinging extensions
normally arranged at substantially a straight
angle with relation to such.obstruction ele-
ments, and an inner transverse obstruction
element spaced longitudinally of the road-

-way from the outer obstruction elements and

arranged to cover the openings between the
swinging extensions. :

3. An obstruction apparatus for a road-
way, comprising a pair of spaced outer
transverse obstruction elements, horizontally
swinging wings arranged at the inner ends
of the obstruction elements and normally
arranged at substantially .a straight angle
thereto and defining the ‘width of the open-
ing between such elements, yielding means
to oppose the swinging movement of said
wings, and an inner transverse obstruction
element spaced longitudinally of the road-
way from the outer obstruction elements
and arranged to cover the opening between
the wings. o

4. An obstruction apparatus for a road-
way, comprising a pair of spaced trans-
verse obstruction elements, and horizontally
swinging extensions arranged at the inner
ends of such elements and normally dis-
posed at substantially a straight angle with
relation thereto. S

5. An obstruction apparatus for a road-
way, comprising a pair of spaced outer
transverse obstruction elements, an ‘inner
transverse obstruction element spaced longi-
tudinally of the roadway with respect to
the outer obstruction elements; horizontally
swinging wings secured to the inner ends of
the outer transverse obstruction elements
and adapted to swing in opposite directions
with relation thereto, and yielding means to .
normally retain the wings at substantially a
straight angle with relation to the trans-
verse obstruction element and to permit of
their swinging movement in opposite direc-
tions. '

In testimony whereot T affix my signature.

JOHN W. KENDALL.
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