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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE 
2,307,402 

SHOE AND OUTSOLE THEREFOR. 
Jon Gregg, Flemington, N.J. 

Application December 9, 1940, Serial No. 369,235 
(C. 36-30) 14 Cairns. 

This invention relates to shoes and to outsoles 
therefor. 
One object of the invention is to provide a 

shoe with a composite water-proof outsole of 
Substantial thickness and having a cushion dis 
posed within a recess in the outsole defined by 
an integral upstanding peripheral side Wall. 
Another object of the invention is the provi 

Sion of a shoe having an outsole of the chair 
acter described and which is constructed with 
an external peripheral recess in which an edg 
ing strip is positioned for covering the outer 
Surface of the upstanding Wall of the outsole. 
A further object of the invention is to pro 

vide a shoe with a composite outsole provided 
with an external peripheral recess in which an 
edging. Strip is secured, whereby the outsole can 
be molded and thereafter provided with selected 
edge finishing strips to provide outsoles of vary 
ing appearance depending upon the particular 
edging Strip disposed in said recess. A more 
Specific object of the invention in this connec 
tion is to provide an outsole which has an edg 
ing strip of braided rope whereby the outsole 
has the appearance of a rope sole. 
The invention also has for one of its objects 

the provision, as new articles of manufacture, 
of outsoles embodying one or more of the above 
described features. 
The above objects of the invention and other 

objects which might hereinafter appear Will be 
fully understood from the following description, 
reference being had to the accompanying illus 
trated drawing. 
In the drawing: 
Fig. 1 is a side view of a shoe embodying the 

present invention; 
Fig. 2 is a sectional view on the line 2-2 of 

Fig. 1; 
Fig. 3 is a side view of a shoe made in accord 

ance With another form of the present invention; 
Fig. 4 is a sectional view on the line 4-4 of 

Fig. 3; 
Fig. 5 is a sectional view on the line 5-5 of 

Fig. 3; 
Fig. 6 is a side View of a shoe made in accord 

ance With a further form of the invention; 
Figs. 7 and 8 are sectional views similar to Fig. 

4 illustrating other forms of the invention; 
Fig. 9 is a longitudinal Sectional view showing 

a modified form of the invention; 
Fig. 10 is a cross Sectional view on the line 

f O-O of Fig. 1. 
Referring now to the drawing in further de 

tail, and first to the form of the invention illus 
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trated in Figs. and 2, the shoe 0 comprises as 
here shown an upper 2, an outsole 4, an insole 
6 and also preferably a sock lining 8. Said 
upper can be made of any suitable material such, 
for example, as fabric or leather or substitutes 60 

therefor. The insole is preferably formed of 
leather, and the sock lining 8 is preferably 
formed of fabric especially, when the upper is 
made of fabric, in which case the sock lining can 
be made of the same fabric to match the upper. 
The outsole 4 comprises an outer part formed 

of water-proof material preferably rubber having 
fibrous material such as, for example, sisal fibers 
dispersed therethrough. Said outer part com 
prises a bottom 20 and an integral upstanding 
peripheral wall 22 and is formed preferably by 
molding the rubber composition in a suitable 
mold and simultaneously Vulcanizing the same 
during the molding operation. As here shown 
the upper surface 24 of bottom 20 is raised in 
the shank and heel portion of the outsole above 
the forward part of the outsole as indicated by 
the dotted line in Fig. 1 whereby to provide said 
outsole with a heel and shank part 28 of the 
Wedge type. The botton Surface 39 of Said out 
Sole is flat and is provided with shallow cor 
rugations molded therein to form a non-slip 
tread Surface. 

Upstanding side wall 22 defines an internal 
recess within which a pad or cushioning layer 
32 is disposed, said pad being formed of any 
suitable material preferably felted fibrous ma 
terial. Said pad is preferably of uniform thick 
ness so that the upper surface of the heel and 
shank portion thereof is raised above the for 
Ward Surface portion in conformity With the un 
derlying upper surface 24 of the bottom 20 of 
the-molded part of the outsole. Said pad 32 
is preferably adhesively secured to bottom 20 
by a layer of adhesive interposed between the 
contiguous surface of said pad and bottom 20. 
Also the lower marginal edge portions of upper 
2 are adhesively secured to the outsole and more 

Specifically to the upper marginal edge portion 
of pad 32. The insole is also adhesively secured 
to the upper surface of pad 32 and to the mar 
ginal edge portion of the upper, and the sock 
lining is adhesively secured to the upper surface 
of said insole. 
In the form of the invention illustrated in Figs. 

3 to 5, the shoe OA is constructed substantially 
in the same way as the shoe () described above 
with the exception that the upstanding wall 22a. 
of the molded part of the outsole 4a is disposed 
inwardly of the outer edge of the outsole thereby 
to provide an external recess for receiving an 
edging strip 34 which extends completely around 
the outsole and covers upstanding' wall 22a of 
the outsole. As here shown said edging strip 
is formed of braided rope whereby said outsole 
has the appearance of a rope sole. Except as 
just described the outsole illustrated in Figs. 3, 4 
and 5 and the shoe illustrated in said figures 
are of the same construction as the shoe de 
scribed above with reference to Figs. 1 and 2. 

  



2 
As illustrated in Fig. 6 the shoe need not 

have a heel and shank portion of the Wedge type. 
Thus, as here shown, the shoe fob has an out 
sole 4b of uniform thickness for the full length 
thereof. Fig. 4 illustrates the cross section of 
the OutSole shoe OB, Said CrOSS Section being 
uniform for the full length of the outsole. The 
rope edging strip 34, which extends completely 
around the shoe as described above in refer 
ence to Figs. 3 to 5, imparts to the outsole the 
appearance of a rope Sole, the peripheral edge 
portion 36 being relatively thin in comparison 
to the overall depth of the composite outsole, 
Further, the corrugations 30 provided in said 
outsole assist in the simulation of the rope sole. 
In FigS. 7 and 8 the outsoles 4c and 4d are 

of the same construction as the outsole i4a, illus 
trated in Figs. 3, 4 and 5 or can be of uniform 
thickness as illustrated in Fig. 6, except that in the 
outsoles here shown the upstanding walls are pro 
Vided in the case of outsole f4c with an outward 
ly projecting lip 38 and in the case of outsole 4d 
With an outwardly projecting lip 40 and with an 
inwardly projecting lip 42. In Fig. 7 the lip 38 
defines together with the side wall 22c and the 
projecting edge 36 of the bottom of the outsole a 
U-shaped recess in Which the edging strip 44 is 
disposed. Said edging strip can be formed of 
any Suitable material as, for example, leather, 
rubber or fabric and can have any desired shape 
or appearance. In Fig. 8 the outwardly project 
ing lip 0 defines an external recess like that 
shown in Fig. 7 for an edging strip 46 while the 
inWardly projecting peripheral lip 42 overlies the 
marginal edge portion of the pad or cushion 32 
and provides a surface for the attachment of the 
marginal edge portion of the upper. 
In the form of the invention illustrated in Figs. 

9 and 10 the separate pad 32 is dispensed with, 
and the outsole 4e is provided with a plurality 
of laterally spaced longitudinally extending ribs 
48 molded integrally with the bottom of the out 
sole and the peripheral upstanding Wall 22e. 
Said upstanding wall 22e is also provided with an 
inwardly projecting peripheral rib 49. Said wall 
22e is positioned to provide an external recess 
for an edging strip 50 which extends completely 
around and covers wall 22e. If desired, however, 
said edging strip can be omitted and wall 22e can 
be positioned at the extreme outer edge of the 
sole. The upper 2 and the insole 6 is secured 
to the upper edge of wall 22d. and to the upper 
surface of the rib 49 thereof and, of course, said 
insole extends for the full width and length of 
the shoe and is supported in position by Wall 22e 
and longitudinally extending ribs 48. In lieu of 
ribs 48 which are continuous and extend longi 
tudinally of the shoe other forms of upstanding 
portions can be provided for supporting insole 
6. While the sole 4e is shown in Fig. 9 as pro 

vided with a wedge shaped shank and heel por 
tion like the sole in Fig. 1, it will be understood 
that said outsole 4e can be flat like, for example, 
outsole b. 

It will be understood that the shoes and out 
soles illustrated herein and described above can 
be varied in appearance and in construction un 
less otherwise specified in the claims. It will be 
understood further that While outsoles provided 
with internal recesses for cushioning pads are 
preferred, the invention, particularly in respect 
to the provision of the edging strips, can be em 
bodied in outsoles devoid of internal receSSes and 
not provided with cushioning pads, said outsoles 
having, however, external recesses in which edg 
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ing strips of the desired appearance are secured. 
Thus, whether or not the outsoles having edging 
strips are provided With internal recesses for 
cushioning pads, said outsoles can be made of 
uniform construction except as to size and there 
after provided with the edging strips as may be 
desired. It Will be understood further that While 
I have shown and described several preferred 
forms of my invention the latter may be en 
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bodied otherwise than as herein specifically illus 
trated or described. Accordingly, I do not wish 
to be limited to the invention as herein shown or 
described except to the extent which may be re 
quired by the scope of the appended claims. 

Having thus described my invention, what I 
claim and desire to secure by Letters Patent is: 

1. A shoe comprising an outsole having a 
molded part including a bottom and a peripheral 
side Wall upstanding from said bottom and de 
fining an internal recess, a pad of relatively Soft 
material disposed in anti filling said recess, the 
upper surface of said pad being substantially 
flush with the upper peripheral edge of said side 
wall, the outer peripheral surface of said side Wall 
being spaced inwardly of the outer peripheral 
edge of said bottom and defining an external re 
ceSS, Said recess being open at one side thereof 
adjacent the peripheral edge of the outsole, and 
an edging strip disposed in said external recess 
and covering said outer surface of said side wall, 
and an upper Secured to said outsole. 

2. A shoe comprising an outsole having a 
molded part including a bottom and a peripheral 
Side Wall upstanding from said bottom and de 
fining an internal recess, a pad of relatively soft 
material disposed in and filling said recess, the 
upper Surface of Said pad being substantially 
flush with the upper peripheral edge of said side 
Wall, the outer peripheral surface of said side 
Wall being Spaced inwardly of the outer periph 
eral edge of Said bottom and defining an external 
receSS, and an edging strip of braided rope dis 
posed in Said external recess and covering said 
Outer Surface of said side wall, and an upper se 
cured to Said outsole. 

3. A Shoe comprising an outsole having a bot 
ton and a peripheral side wall upstanding from 
Said bottom and defining an internal recess, a 
pad of relatively soft material disposed in and 
filling said recess, the upper surface of said pad 
being Substantially flush with the upper periph 
eral edge of Said Side Wall, the heel and shank 
portion of Said bottom being thicker than the 
forward portion thereof, the outer peripheral sur 
face of Said side Wall being spaced inwardly of 
the Outer peripheral edge of said botton and de 
fining with the latter an external peripheral re 
ceSS Open at the Side, an edging strip disposed in 
Said external recess and covering said outer sur 
face of Said Side Wall, and an upper secured to 
Said outsole. 

4. An Outsole having a bottom and a peripheral 
Side Wall upstanding from said bottom and de 
fining an internal recess, the upper surface of 
Said bottom having a heel and shank portion 
which is higher than the forward portion thereof, 
a pad of relatively Soft material disposed in and 
filling said recess and secured to said bottom, 
the outer peripheral surface of said side wall be 
ing spaced inwardly of the outer peripheral edge 
of Said bottom and defining with the latter an 
external peripheral recess open at the side, and 
an edging Strip disposed in said external recess 
and covering Said outer surface of said side wall. 

5. An outsole having a molded part including 
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a bottom and a peripheral side wall upstanding 
from said bottom and defining an internal recess, 
a pad of relatively Soft material disposed in and 
filling said recess and secured to said bottom, the 
upper surface of said pad being substantially 
flush with the upper peripheral edge of said side 
Wall, the outer peripheral surface of said side wall 
being spaced inwardly of the outer peripheral 
edge of Said bottom and defining an external re 
CeSS, Said receSS being Open at One Side thereof 
adjacent the peripheral edge of the outsole, and 
an edging Strip disposed in Said external receSS 
and covering said outer surface of said Side Wall. 

6. An outsole having a moided part including 
a bottom and a peripheral side Wall upstanding 
from Said bottom and defining an internal recess, 
a pad of relatively soft material disposed in and 
filling said recess, the upper surface of said pad 
being substantially flushi. With the upper periph 
eral edge of said side wall, the outer peripheral 
surface of Said side Wall being Spaced in Wardly of 
the outer peripheral edge of said bottom and de 
fining an external recess, and an edging strip of 
braided rope disposed in said eXternal recess and 
covering said outer surface of said side wall, 

7. An outsole having a molded part including 
a bottom and a peripheral side Wall upstanding 
from Said bottom and defining an internal receSS, 
a pad of relatively soft material disposed in and 
filling said recess, the upper surface of said pad 
being substantially flush. With the upper periph 
eral edge of said side wall, the outer peripheral 
Surface of Said Side wall being spaced in Wardly 
Of the Outer peripheral edge of Said botton and 
having an outwardly projecting lip eXtending 
therearound at the upper edge thereof, the out 
Wardly projecting edge portion of said bottom 
and side Wall defining an external recess open at 
the side, and an edging strip disposed in Said ex 
ternal recess and covering said outer surface of 
said side Wall. 

8. A shoe comprising an outsole having a 
molded part including a bottom and a peripheral 
side Wall upstanding from said bottom and de 
fining an internal recess, a pad of relatively soft 
material disposed in and filling said recess, the 
upper surface of said pad being substantially 
flush. With the upper peripheral edge of Said side 
wall, the outer peripheral surface of said side 
wall being Spaced inwardly of the outer periph 
eral edge of Said bottom and having an outward 
ly projecting lip extending therearound at the 
upper edge thereof, the outwardly projecting edge 
portion of said botton and side wall defining an 
external recess open at the side, and an edging 
strip disposed in said external recess and covering 
said outer surface of said side wall, said side wall 
also having an in Wardly directed lip at the upper 
edge thereof, and an upper secured to said out 
Sole. 

9. A shoe comprising an outsole having a lower 
peripheral edge portion and an upper peripheral 
edge portion disposed in Wardly of said first men 
tioned edge portion and defining an external 
peripheral recess extending around the edge of 
the outsole, and an edging strip of braided rope 
secured in said recess and extending completely 
around and covering said upper edge portion of 
the outsole, the height of Said upper peripheral 
edge portion being substantially greater than the 
height of said lower peripheral edge portion and 
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3. 
Said last mentioned edge portion being positioned 
below the lower edge of said braided rope, and an 
upper Secured to said outsole. 

10. An outsole having a lower peripheral edge 
portion and an upper peripheral edge portion dis 
posed in Wardly of said first mentioned edge por 
tion and defining an external peripheral recess 
extending around the edge of the outsole, and 
an edging Strip of braided rope secured in said 
receSS and extending completely around and cow 
ering Said upper edge portion of the outsole, the 
height of Said upper peripheral edge portiong be 
ing Substantially greater than the height of said 
lower peripheral edge. portion and said last men 
tioned edge portion being positioned below the 
lower edge of said braided rope, said braided rope 
being of greater Width than thickness and lying 
in Said receSS So that its width extends in the di 
rection of the height of Said recess. 

il. An outsole comprising a molded member 
having a bottom and a peripheral side wall up 
Standing from said bottom and spaced inwardly 
of the peripheral edge of said bottom to provide 
an external receSS, and an edging strip of braided 
rope Secured in Said receSS and extending around 
and COWering Said side Wall, the height of said 
upper peripheral edge portion being substantially 
greater than the height of said lower peripheral 
edge portion and said iast mentioned edge por 
tion being positioned below the lower edge of 
Said braided rope, said braided rope being of 
greater Width than thickness and lying in said 
receSS SO that its Width extends in the direction of 
the height of said recess. 

12. An outsole comprising a molded member 
formed of Water-proof material, said molded 
member having a botton and a peripheral side 
Wall upstanding from said bottom and spaced in 
Wardly of the peripheral edge of said bottom, to 
provide an internal recess and an external re 
ceSS, and an edging strip of braided rope secured 
in Said external recess and extending around and 
COWering Said Side Wall. 

13. A shoe comprising an outsole, an insole and 
an upper, Said OutSole having a bottom and an 
upstanding peripheral Wall and a plurality of 
members integral With and extending upwardly 
from Said bottorn between the opposite sides of 
Said peripheral Wall for supporting said insole, 
Said peripheral Wall being spaced inwardly of the 
Outer peripheral edge of Said bottom and defin 
ing an external recess open at the side thereof 
adjacent the peripheral edge of the outsole, and 
an edging Strip positioned in said recess and ex 
tending around said peripheral Wall. 

14. A shoe comprising an outsole having a 
molded part including a bottom and a periph 
eral Side Wall upstanding from said bottom and 
defining an internal recess, the outer peripheral 
Surface of Said side Wall being spaced inwardly 
of the Outer peripheral edge of said bottom and 
having an outwardly projecting lip extending 
therearound at the upper edge thereof, the 
outWardly projecting edge portion of said bot 
tom and Side Wall defining an external recess 
open at the Side, and an edging strip disposed in 
Said external recess and covering said outer sur 
face of Said Side Wall, said side Wall also having 
an in Wardly directed lip at the upper edge there 
of, and an upper secured to said outsole. 

JON GREGG. 

  


