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This invention relates to a back rest, and more particu-
larly to a back rest for a chair or the like.

It is an object of my invention to provide a back rest
for a chair or the like which will be of attractive appear-
ance, which can be economically manufactured from in-
expensive metal-tubing and sheet-metal, which will prove
sturdy and durable in use, and which will be comfortable
to a person reclining thereagainst.

According to the preferred form of my invention, I pro-
vide a back rest mounted on any suitable seat and base
assembly. Said back rest comprises a pair of laterally
spaced upright stretches interconmected by a pair of
transversely extending vertically spaced members. Pairs
of aligned openings are formed in the adjacent faces of
said pair of members for the reception of pairs of splats
extending therebetween. Each of said splats has an arcu-
ate configuration with its opposed ends lying on the
chords of the arcs defined by said splats and received in
the aligned openings in said pair of members. The splats
in each pair of splats are disposed in opposed overlapping
relationship wherein one of said splats is disposed in front
of the other of said pair of splats in each pair of splats
adjacent the upper ends thereof and behind said other
splat adjacent the lower ends thereof so that each of the
splats in each pair of splats cross-braces the other.

Other objects and features of my invention will become
apparent from the more detailed description which follows
and from the accompanying drawings, in which:

FIG. 1is a front elevation of a chair having a back rest
embodying my invention mounted thereon;

FIG. 2 is an enlarged fragmentary front elevation of the
back rest shown in FIG. 1, but with portions thereof
being broken away;

FIG. 3 is an enlarged vertical section taken on the line
3—3 of FIG. 1; and

FIG. 4 is a plan view of the back rest shown in FIG. 1.

My back rest may be used in combination with any de-
sired type of chair seat 10 and supporting legs 12, and
may be mounted on the seat and/or legs in any con-
venient manner. In the chair illustrated in the drawings,
the lateral members of the back rest are connected to the
seat and project downwardly therefrom to form the rear
chair legs.

As shown in FIG. 1, my back rest projects upwardly
from the chair seat 10 at the rear thereof and comprises
a back frame 14 conveniently formed from a length of
metal-tubing bent to a generally U-shaped configuration
to provide an upper bight 16 interconnecting a pair of
downwardly projecting, laterally spaced stretches 18.
Openings are formed in the inwardly presented faces of
the frame stretches 18 for the reception of a transversely
extending stretcher 20. Conveniently, the stretcher 20
is formed from a length of metal-tubing and has its ends
flattened, as at 22, for reception in the slots formed in
the stretches 18 for mounting said stretcher thereon in
parallelism with the bight 16. As shown in FIG. 4, both
the bight 16 and stretcher 20 may be curved rearwardly,
and the stretcher may lie forwardly of the plane of the
bight to give the back rest a comfortable contour.

The adjacent faces of the bight 18 and stretcher 28 are
provided with vertically aligned, horizontally spaced pairs
of openings 24 for the reception of the pairs of splats 25
and 26 extending between said bight and stretcher to form
the main supporting surface for the back rest. As shown,
each of the splats 25 and 26 is conveniently formed from
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a length of sheet metal and has an arcuate configuration.
The splats 25 and 26 in each pair of splats are disposed
in opposed relationship to overlap each other adjacent
each of their ends. As shown in FIG. 2, the splats 25
are disposed rearwardly of the splats 26 adjacent the
upper ends of said splats and are disposed forwardly of
the splats 26 adjacent the lower ends of said pairs of
splats. Tn this manner, the splats 25 and 26 in each pair
of splats are disposed in siressed relationship with each
other to thus form a rigidly braced supporting surface.
As shown in FIG. 3, the splats are bowed slightly for-
wardly between the bight 16 and stretcher 20 for increas-
ing their resiliency and enhancing the comfort of a person
reclining thereagainst.

Each of the splats 25 and 26 has outwardly projecting
fingers 28 at its opposed ends which are received in the
openings 24 formed in the bight 16 and stretcher 20. The
fingers 28 have a width less than the width of their asso-
ciated splats and lie on a chordal segment of the arc de-
fined by their associated splat to thus provide shoulders
30 at the opposed ends of the splats abutting the faces
of the bight 16 and stretcher 20 adjacent the finger-
receiving openings 24 formed therein for locating and re-
taining the splats 25 and 25 between said bight and
stretcher.

I claim:

1. In a back rest for a chair or the like,

(@) a tubular frame connected to said chair or the like
and having a pair of laterally spaced upright stretches
interconnected by a pair of vertically spaced trans-
versely extending members,

(b) the adjacent faces of said members having pairs
of transversely spaced slots formed therein,

(¢) a plurality of pairs of splats connected to said
members and forming a resilient area of support,

(d) the splats in each of said pairs of splats compris-
ing generally planar strips of sheet-metal having op-
positely curved, intersecting, arcnate configurations
and provided with pairs of fingers at their ends re-
ceived in said pairs of transversely spaced slots, and

(e) shoulders adjacent the fingers on each of said
splats abutting the adjacent faces of said pair of
members adjacent the slots formed therein.

2. In a back rest for a chair or the like,

(a) a tubular frame connected to said chair or the like
and having a pair of laterally spaced upright stretches
interconnected by a pair of vertically spaced trans-
versely extending members,

(b) the adjacent faces of said members having pairs
of aligned transversely extending slots formed there-
in, and

(c) a plurality of pairs of splats connected to said
members and forming a resilient area of support,

(d) the splats in each of said pairs of splats comprising
generally planar strips of sheet-metal having inter-
secting, opposed, arcuate configurations and provided
with pairs of vertically projecting fingers at their
ends received in the slots formed in said members,

(e) the arcuate portions of said splats having widths
greater than the widths of said fingers and slots to
define shoulders abutting the adjacent faces of said
members adjacent said slots.

3. The invention as set forth in claim 2 in which

(a) the splats in each pair of splats intersect each
other adjacent each of the ends, one splat in each
pair being disposed in front of the other splat in
said pair at their intersection adjacent their upper
ends and in back of said other splat at their intersec-
tion adjacent their lower ends.

4. The invention as set forth in claim 3 in which

(a) the arcuate portions of said splats are bowed to
project forwardly of the planes of their fingers.
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5. In a back rest for a chair or the like,

(a) a tubular back frame having a generally inverted
U-shape comprising a pair of upright stretches inter-
connected at their upper ends by a transversely ex-
tending bight,

(b) a tubular stretcher having flattened ends received
in aligned slots formed in the inwardly presented
faces of said upright stretches,

(c¢) the adjacent faces of said bight and stretcher hav-
ing pairs of transversely spaced slots formed therein,

(d) a plurality of pairs of splats comnected to said
bight and stretcher and forming a resilient area of
support,

(¢) the splats in each of said pairs of splats comprising
generally planar strips of sheet-metal having oppo-
sitely curved, intersecting, arcuate configurations and
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provided with pairs of fingers at their ends received
in said pairs of transversely spaced slots in said
bight and stretcher, and

(f) shoulders adjacent the fingers on each of said splats
abutting the adjacent faces of said pair of bight and
and stretcher adjacent the slots formed therein.
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