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1 Claim, (Cl 211—6(}) :

This invention relates to improvements in the general
field. of materials handling and storage, and more partic-
ularly, but not by way of limitation, to a novel rack es-
pecially adapted for receiving and storing logs of firewood.

Due to an increased-popularity of wood burning. fire-
places in homes, a greater demand for firewood racks has
been created in residential areas.” A firewood rack; noz-
mally ‘located outdoors, holds the firewood above:the
gr ound for increasing the dryness of the wood and minim-

izing nesting and hiding places for rodents and the like.,

[

1t is desirable for a firewood rack to be strong and rugged -

in construction for a long service life with-a minimum' of
maintenance. . In order that the rack may easily store a
sufficient quantity of firewood, it is also-desirable that a
firewood rack be portable; not in the sense of normally

sing carried about, but in the sense that it may easily be
carried to 4 site where it is to be erected. -If a firewood
rack large enough for storinga desirable quantity of fire-
‘wood were to be completely constructed in a shop pfior
to transportation to.the: desired “location, a problem of
ease and cost of transportmg such 4 large and awkward
structure would be created, ‘Accordingly, the desired:fire-
wood rack should be easily and economically constructed
of readily obtainable materials which are light in We1gnt
with respect to strength,

The present: invention' contemplates an mmroved fire-
wood rack, utilizing in its:construction, tubular members
which are strong and rugged in'strength,; but which have a
16w weight in relation to strength.. The elemerts compris-
ing the firewood rack are preferably prefabricated in @
shop. and then transported to a site where the novel rack
may be easily assembled. in 'a 'short period of time by
workers havir 2'a minimum of skill.

The prese 4 -invention may be defined as a firewood
rack ‘whick comprises a ‘paif ‘of spaced, parallel tubular
meimnbers which are separable at'a median point into first
and second portions.. A suitable coupling means'is carried
by each- tubular member for precluding an . undesired
separation thereof. Each tubular member is provided: at
each end with a vertically disposed tubular cornerpost hav-
ing an upwardly directed opening in the upper end thereof.
Each of the tubular members is also provided with a pair
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Other. objects and advantages of the invention will be
evidentfrom the. following detailed descnpnon when
tead in conjunction with the. accompanying drawmgs
wmch illustrated the invention. .

In the drawmgs

FIG. 1 is a perspective view, 111Lstrat1nn a firewood rack
constructed 'in accordance Wlth one embodlment of the
invention.

FIG. 2 is a partial side elevational v1ew of the ﬁrewood
rack shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 xs a partial end view of the ﬁrewood rack shom :
in FIG. 1. :

FIG. 4 is a side. view 111astrat1ng one coupling means
which may be used with this invertion.

FIG. 5 is an enlarged end view of the ccuplmc means
shown in’FIG. 4.

FIG. 6 is a side view lllLstratmg another coupling which
may also be used with this invention.

Referring to the drawings in detail, and particularly
FIG. 1, reference character 18 designates.a'novel firewood
rack constructed in accordance with this invention and
which includes. a pair of spaced, separable, generally
tubular base members 12, Bach tubular base member 12
is separable at a median point 4 into first and second -por-
tions 16 and 18, respectively. By way of example, the
‘median point 14 is illustrated ‘as bemg the bisector of the
tubular member 12, but the invention is not limited to that
specific separation‘point.

A vertically, disposed corr'erpost or supportmg legs 29,
having an upwardly directed opening 22, in-the upper end
thereof, is secured to each end of each tubular base mem-
ber'12.; A 'plurality of downwardly extending supporting
legs or members 24 are secured to:the base member 12
and ‘spaced .inwardly of the cornerpost 20. In the em-
bodiment of this invention shown in the drawing, a pair

_ of supporting legs 24 is carried by each base member 12

with the median point 14 appearing therebetween. The

o legs 24 provide an intermediate support for the -members

~12 to preclude bending of the members 12 since the weight

of a rick of firewood carried by the rack 18 will be down-
wardly directed and: could possibly be centered on. ‘the
members 12,

A coupling means 25 is provnded for precludmg an un-

: des1red separation .of €ach tubular member 12.. This may
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take ‘the form, as seen in FIGS. 4 and 5, of a first chan-
nel shaped member 26 having a pair of downwardly de-

- pending, - particularly ' configured legs 28 and being. dis-

of downwardly extending. supporting legs which -are caz-. -

ried intermediately of said cornerposts-and on. eitker side
of the median point.
“bers, each having a pair. of downwardly extendmg legs

adapted. to be’ removably positioned in the openings of
said cornerposts at adjacent ends of base membérs provide
vertical retaining means for the logs of firewood which
are stacked transversely to the longitudinally extending
base members. A cross bar is horizontally secured to the

lower portions of the legs of each U-shaped member: for

limiting the vertical positioning of said legs-in the open-
ings'of the cornerposts.

‘An ob]e"t of the present invention is to prov1de an im-
proved rack for storing logs of firewood.

Another object of this invention- is to provide a smong
and ruggedly constructed rack which stores a large quanti-
ty of firewood logs.

And ‘another object of this mventlon is-to provide an

easily assembled firewood rack which may be constructed.

from readily obtainable materials.

Still another object of this invention is to provide a
firewood rack which may be prefabricated in one-locaticn
and transported to a desired site where it may be quickly
and -easily “assembled “with labor havmg a minimum of
skill.

50

A pair of inverted U-shaped mem-
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posed - longitudinally within a tubular member 12 at the
median separation 14, A second channel shaped mem-
ber 30 having a pair. of upwardly extending complemen-
tarily configured legs 32 is longitudinally disposed within

~a tubular member 12 adjacent to the median separation

14, The legs 28 of member 26 and legs 32 of member

.30 . cooperate “to preclude - relative movement therebe-

tween. © A-suitable. bolt 34 extends through 4an aperiure
36 in the tubular member 12 and threadedly engages the
first channel’ member 26. The lower end 37.of the bolt
34 engages an inner surface 38 of the second channel
shaped member 30 so that'the first and second members
26 and 39 are spread apart and urged into contact with -
the first portion 16 and the second portion 18 of the tubu-
lar member. 12 thereby providing a friction coupling
means which precludes separation of said portions.
‘Another coupling means 39 which may be utilized with

- this invention is shown in FIG. 6. An end portion of the
*first portion 16-of the tubular member 12 which is op-
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posite to the end secured to a cornerpost 20 is expanded
to provide a socket 40 having an inner diameter-approxi-
mately the same as the outer diameter of the second por-
tion 18 of the tubular member 12. Tt will be apparent
that the second-portion 18 may be press fitted- into the
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open -socket 40 thereby providing an efficient friction
coupling means for the tubular member 12.

A means for increasing the effective height to which fire-
wood may be stacked in the rack 1@ is provided. by a ver-
tical retaining means in the illustrated embodiment. - This
means takes the form of a pair of U-shaped end members
42 each having a pair of spaced parallel tubular extend-
ing legs 44. The lower ends of the downwardly extend-
ing legs 44 are removably positioned within the upwardly
directed openinigs 22 of the cornerpost 28. A horizon-
tally disposed: crossbar or member 46 is transversely se-
cured to the Jower portions of the legs 44 in a suitable
manner such as by welding or the like. The crosshar 46
.engages the upper face or upper end 47 of ‘each corner-
-post 20 thereby limiting the extension of each leg 44 into
the opening 22 in the cornerpost 29,

" With respect to economy, it will be seen that the tubu-
lar base members 12, the cornerposts 28, the. supporting
legs 24, and the end members 42 are constructed out of
readily obtainable tubular goods and are secured together
in a suitable manner such as described. The firewood
rack 1§ may be prefabricated by connecting, by welding
or the like, the cornerposts 20 and the supporting legs 24

to’ the first and second portions 16 and 18 of the tubular’

members 12. Each crossbar 4§ is transversely secured
to the lower portions of the legs 44 of each end mem-
ber 42 for a strengthening of the end member 42 and for
setting the correct- distance between the legs 44. The
foregoing elements of the rack 16 may then be easily
transported to a desired-location for erection.

The rack 19 is erected by securing the first and second
portions 16 and 18 of each tubular member 12 together
~ by a suitable coupling means 25 shown in'FIGS. 4 and 5.
‘The base members 12 are then spaced apart a predeter-
mined distance in a parallel spatial relationship, The end
members 42 are then arranged so that the downwardly
extending legs 44 thereof are temovably positioned " in
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upwardly directed openings 22 of adjacent cornersposts 20 .

of the base members 12,

In use it will be seen, as shown in FIG. 1, that a plu-
rality of logs of firewood generally designated by reference
character 48 may be placed on the firewood rack 16 so
that they extend transversely across the base members 12.

The firewood may be stacked to any desired height since

the upwardly extending end members 42 provide a strong

retaining means at each end of the tubular members 12, -

In one embodiment of this invention, the rack 1¢ may be
suitably dimensioned to - receive ome rtick of firewood.
Thus, a person -may determine whether he has received
a full rick of firewood when he has ordered the same from
a dealer in firewood and the like.

From the foregoing, it will be apparent that the present
invention provides a novel firewood rack which will pro-
vide. storage for a substantial quantity of firewood logs.
This rack may be economically prefabricated from readily
obtainable materials and easily transported to a desired Io-
cation where it-may be easily constructed by labor having
minimum skill. -Also, this firewood rack although light
in weight is-strong and. tugged in constriiction: Finally
it will be apparent that the present invention provides a
novel firewood rack that is simply and economically con-
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_structed and which has a long service life with a minimum

maintenance. o :

Changes may be made in the combination and arrange-
ments of parts as heretofore set forth in the specification
and shown -in the drawings, it being understood that
changes may be made in the precise embodiments dis-

_closed without departing from the spirit and scope of the

invention as defined in the following claim.

-T claim: ) }

-A rack for storing firewood -and the like comprising:

a pair of spaced parallel elongated.base members which
are separable at a median point, each ‘bass-member
having a cornerpost vertically secured to either end;

each of said cornerposts-having an upwardly directed
opening in the upper.end thereof;

coupling means precluding separation: of said base
members, said coupling means including

a’ first channel shaped member longitudinally
positioned within' each tubular member at said
median point, said first channél shaped member

- having two spaced particularly configured legs,

a second channel ‘shaped member longitudinally
‘positioned within said tubular member at said
median point, said second channel shaped mem-
ber having legs configured complementary to
those of said first channel shaped member and
cooperating therewith to preclude relative lon-
gitudinal movement between said first and sec-
ond channel shaped members, and

a threaded bolt extending through each tubular
member and said first channel shaped members

" into contact ‘with -the second channel shaped
-members so that the first and second: channel
shaped members may be urged apart to provide
a friction coupling bétween the first and second
portions- of each tubular member; each of said
base members having 'a’ pair of spaced down-
wardly .extending . supporting legs secured
thereto; : )

a pair of inverted U-shaped end members, éach hav-
ing a pair of spaced parallel downwardly depending
legs adapted to extend into the openings of the corner-
posts at adjacent ends of the base members: and,

- a pair of cross bars, each being horizontally secured
to the lower portions of the legs of each ‘U-shaped
member for limiting the extension of said legs into
the openings of said cornmerposts.
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