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T all whom i may concern:

He it known that I, MorToN HAVENS, J1., of Albany,
in the county of Albany and State of New York, have
invented a certain new and useful’ Branch Box, of
which the following is a specification.

My invention has for its object the production of a
branch box for electric wires, which is particularly
applicable for exposed conduit work and is simple
and- economical in construction, and highly efficient
and durable in use; and to this end, it consists in the
novel combinations and means hereinafter set forth
and claimed. .

In describing this invention, reference is had to the
accompanying drawing in which like characters des-
igriate corresponding parts in all the views. .

Tigure 1 is an elevation of a preferable construction
of my branch box, a condunit and a pair of wires heing
ghown in operative relation thereto. Fig. 2 is a lon-
gitadingl sectional view, partly in elevation, of the
paris ilu-trated in Fig. 1. Fig. 3 is a sectional view
on line A—A, Fig. 1. Fig. 4 is a plan of the body of
the branch box.  Fig. 5 is an invertéd plan of the clo-
sure. .

In the illustrated construction of my branch hox,
the body 1 is composed of metal, is hollow and clon-
ved, and is provided with an internal oblong cham-

ber, an clongated opening 2 in one side of the incles-

ing wall of the chamber, and a passage 3, the oblong
chamber facilitating branching of the wires, and the
passage 3 communicating with said chamber and per-
mitting the inlet of the wires. Opposite lengthwise
portions of the inner face of the body are provided
with diagonally arranged lugs 4 formed with threaded
sockets b extending inwardly from their outer faces 6,
these faces 6 being disposed between, and spaced
apart from, the planes of the open side of the body 1
and the wall 7 opposite said open side.

As hest seen in Fig. 1, an end of a conduit $ for the
wires 9 extends within the passage 3, contiguous sur-
faces of the conduit and the wall of the passage heing
th-eaded for facilitating sccurement, and detachment
of sa3 1 branch box.  Although in the illustrated con-

strietion of my branch box the passage 8 is shown.

rdisposed opposite the open side of the body, it is ob-
vious thatthe branch hox may be provided with one
oF more passages extending cither Jaterally or longitu-
dinally.

The open side of the body 1 is provided with an
elongated closure 10 usually formed of a single picce

" of insulation, as porcelain, and provided with one or

more perforations 11, for permitting the outlet of one
oi-more,of the wires 9, the illustrated construction of
therglosuie having perforations 11 in its ends for the
ontlet of both wires 9. Said closure 10 is also pro-

vided with an elongated veduced portion 12 inserted

into the opening 2, and having its inner face opposed: -

to, and spaced apart f om, the outer faces 6 of the
lugs 4. A ledge 13 is provided on the closure 10 at
the base of the reduced portion 12 and is opposed to,

and engagéd with, the cdge 14 sumrrounding the open- 60

ing 2. Any suitable means, as screws 15, are passed
through openings 16 in the closure 10 and into the
threaded sockets 5 of the lugs 4 for detachably secur-
ing said closure to the body 1.

By those skilled in the art it will be understood that
my branch box is compact and attractive in appear-
ance, is composed of a minlmum number of, parts, is
cheaply manufactured and connected in operative
position, and includes means for facilitating branch-
ing of the wires and for properly spacing the wires
passing out of the branch box and thus reducing the
fire-hazard. 1t will also be understood that should
the closure become bro_k(in by aceident, or otherwise,
the reduced portion 12 thereef inserted into the open-

ing 2, would tend to prevent dislodgment of the sepa-

rate pieces of said closure. Moreover, the reduced
portion 12 tends to resist undue lateral movement of
the closure relatively to the body 1, and minimizes
the -liability of the closure becoming broken by any
lateral strain which would otherwise he solely resisted
by the rerews 15 and the parts of the closure at the
outside of such screws.  Again, the reduced portion
12 tends to produce an cffective joint between the
body and the closure and to reduce to a minimum
any liability of the cscape from the fitting to the ex-
terior thercof of any flame inadvertently produced
within such fitting by short circuiting of the wires or
otherwise.

What T claim is:—

1. The combination with an exposed conduit for clectrie
wires; of a branch-hox comprising a hollow body having
an internal chamber for branching of the wires, and hav-
ing suitable means for conneetion with the ponduit, and
for permitting the passage of the wires into such cham-
ber, said chamber belng provided with an opening in the
inclosing wall thereof, a removahble closure for the open-
ing, said closure beiug formed of insulating material and
having perforations therein spaced apart for permitting the
nassage of the wires from said chamber and spacing said
wires, and being provided with a reduced portion inserted
into said opening, and means for detachably securing said
closure- to- the hody, substantially as and for the purposc
set forth, . ’

2. The combination with an exposed conduit for electric
wires; of a branch-box cemprising a hollow body formed
with a passage for the inlet of the wires, and with an
open side, and having ils inned face provided with a lug,
the outer faces of the open side and the lugrbeing disposed
in different planes, a removable closure for the open side
of the Dhody, said closure being formed of insulating
material and having perforations therein spaced apart for
permitting the passage of the wires from sald chamber
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and gpaeing said wires, and belng provided with a reduced
portion ingerted,into. the opening of eaid open side, and
meéans connecting the closure andé the lug for detachably
securing the closure to the body, substantially as and for
the purpose specified.

3. A branch box for wires comprising an elongated hol-

low body formed with a passage for the inlet of ihe wires,

and with an open side, and having its inner face provided
with lugs, the outer faces of the lugs being disposed be-
tween, and spaced apart from, the planes of the open
side and the wall opposite said open side, & conduit com-
municating with the passage and fized relatively thereto,
au elongated closure for the open side of the body, said
closure being formed of insulating material and having
perforations in its ends for the outlet of the wires, and
heing provided with a reduced portion inserted into the
cpening of said open side, the Inner-face of the reduced
porticn bding opposed to the cuter faces of the lugs, and
the closure being also provided with 2 ledge arranged at
the huse of the reduced portion and opposed to the edge
surrounding said opening, and means connecting the clo-
sure and the lugs for detachably securing the closure to
the body, substantially as and for the purpose deseribed.
4, A branch box for wires comprising & hollow body
formed with a passage for the inlet of the wires, and with
an open side, and having its inner face prbvlded with a
lug, the outer faces of the open side and thé lug being
dispesed in different planes, a closure for the open sige of
the bedy, said closure having a perforation for the outlet

~of the wire or wires, and being provided with a reduced

portion Inserted iuto the opening of said ‘open gide, the
{nner face of the reduced portion being spaced apart from
the outer face of the lug, and the closure being also pro-
vided with a ledge arranged at the base of the reduced

portion and engaged with the edge surrounding szid open-
ing, and means conpeciing the closure and the g for
detachably securing thie closure to the bLody, subsiant
as and for the purpose specified,

5. A branch box for wires comprising a metallic elon-
gated hollow body formed with an internally threaded
passage for the inlet of the wires, and with an open side,
and having opposing leng ise portions of its inuer fuce
provided with disgonally arranged lugs fermed with
threaded sockets, the outer faces of the lugs being dis-
posed between, and spaced apart from, the planes of the
open side and the wall opposite sald onen side, & conduit
serewing within the threadsd passage and comrounicating
therewith, an elougated closure for the open side of the
body, said closure being formed of insninting materip! and
having perforations in i ity fob the outlet of the w
and being provided aced portion ingerted i
thfe‘ opening of “said open side, the Inver fece of thwe pe
duced porifon being spaced aupsrl from the ouler faces ol
the lugs, and the clesure being alse provided wirh a ledge
arranged at the of the reduced portion and engaged
with the edge surrounding suid opening, and serews co-
acting with t caded sockets and the ciosure for de-
tachably securing the closure to the body, substantially as
and for the purpose set forth. o !

In testimony whereof, I have hereunto signed my nanie
in the presence of two attesting witnegses, at Syracuse, in
the county of Onondaga, in the State of New Yorlk, this
20th day of AMarch, 1906..

MORTON HAVENS, Jn.

Witnesses ¢
5, Davis,
R, ARONSON.

4
ot

40

R
e




