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This invention relates to an improved back 
Supporter. 

It is an object of the invention to provide a 
back supporter for use particularly while the 
wearer is sleeping and which will increase his 
comfort so that he will receive more complete 
rest with the resultant beneficial effects upon 
bodily functions and health. 
A further object is the provision of an in 

proved back supporter of the above character 
which will give support to the proper portion of 
the back, which is held firmly in position against 
accidental displacement but nevertheless does not 
interfere with normal body functions, and which 
may be applied to or removed from the wearer 
with a minimum of inconvenience and difficulty. 
Another object is the provision of an improved 

back supporter in the form of a cushion held in 
position in an improved manner by means of a 
pocket and body encircling band so that the cush 
ion can be conveniently removed from the pock 
et to permit laundering of the pocket and band. 
For a more complete understanding of the in 

vention, reference should be had to the accom 
panying drawing in Which 

Fig. 1 is a rear elevation of a back supporter 
embodying my invention showing it applied to a 
Wearer; 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the back supporter 
applied to a wearer; 

Fig. 3 is a sectional view in the direction of the 
arrows On the line 3-3 of Fig. 4: 

Fig. 4 is a rear elevation of the back Supporter; 
Fig. 5 is a perspective view from the front of 

the back Supporter; and 
Fig. 6 is a view of one side of the cushion 

showing a Supplementary compartment attached 
thereto to give greater thickness to the cushion 
adjacent the central portion. 
My improved back supporter conprises a pock 

et f O made of non-resilient material and adapted 
to receive a removable cushion and held in 
position on the back of a wearer by means of a 
belt 2 made of elastic material and adapted to 
encircle the waist of the Wearer. The cushion 
may be made in various shapes but is preferably 
so formed that when it is placed against the back 
of the wearer the central portion is of greater 
width than the remainder thereof and is posi 
tioned over the small of the back. For this pur 
pose I have found that a circular cushion of the 
type illustrated is very satisfactory and it will 
be seen that when applied to the back, the central 
portion is of greater width than the upper and 
lower portions. However, a cushion of diamond 
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or similar shape may be used, if desired. The 
cushion is made of two layers of textile material 
secured together around the periphery, as indi 
cated at 4, and having suitable stuffing material, 
Such as kapok, cotton, or the like, as indicated at 
5. I have found that more satisfactory results 

are obtained by making, the central portion of 
the cushion of greater thickness than the pe 
ripheral portions and I, accordingly, provide a 
centrally disposed circular compartment portion 
3 on One side of the cushion by Securing a circu 

lar piece of textile fabric to one side of the cush 
ion and by suitable stitching 7 and filling the 
compartment with packing material similar to 
that contained in the cushion. The cushion is 
held in position on the back of the wearer by 
being inserted in the pocket 0 and the belt 2 
is then placed around the waist of the wearer. 
The pocket ?o may be of substantially the 

Same shape as the cushion, although I prefer to 
form it of polygonal shape, as shown, so as to 
facilitate the manufacture thereof. The pocket 
is formed of two layers of inelastic or non-re 
silient, textile fabric fa which may be of pen 
tagonal shape Secured together by lines of stitch 
ing 9 along four of their sides and open at the 
fifth side, preferably the top of the pocket, as 
indicated at 20. The pocket is of sufficient size 
to accommodate the cushion, although the open 
Side 20 may be shorter than the diameter of the 
Cushion SO that when the cushion is once in 
Serted in the pocket, it will not accidently be 
displaced therefrom. It will be appreciated 
that by compressing the cushion it can be in 
Serted through the open side 20 and that after 
it is inside of the pocket it can be extended and 
flattened out to proper position and shape. 
The belt 2 is preferably made of woven elas 

tic fabric, lastex, or similar resilient material, 
and is preferably quite wide so as to distribute 
the tension over a fairly large area and thereby 
prevent discomfort to the wearer. As shown, 
it is connected to opposite sides of the pocket 
f0, preferably slightly below the center thereof, 
and at the points of connection the pocket may 
be provided with connecting portions 2. 
In using my improved back supporter the 

cushion is first placed in the pocket with the 
compartment portion 6 facing toward the body 
of the Wearer. The belt is then assembled 
around the waist of the wearer with the pocket 
and cushion resting against the back in the 
manner shown. When assembled in this man 
ner, the intermediate portion of the cushion of 
greatest width extends across a Substantial por 
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tion of the back of the Wearer and the cushion 
reduces in Width toward the top and bottom. 

It Will be found that when my improved back 
Supporter is used in the manner illustrated and 
described, it greatly increases the comfort of 
the Wearer With the result that he obtains im 
proved rest and also improved body function. 

It will be seen that the back supporter is easy 
to apply or to remove and that the cushion may 
be readily removed from the pocket so that the 
pocket and belt may be laundered. It will also 
be seen that cushions of different thicknesses 

O 

and dimensions may be inserted in the pocket to . 
Suit individual requirements. 

It should be understood that modifications 
may be made in the illustrated embodiment of 
my invention without departing from the inven 
tion as set forth in the accompanying claims. 

I claim: 
1. A back Supporter comprising a pocket made 

of inelastic, flexible, textile material and having 
an opening therein, a circular cushion of suffi 
cient diameter to extend Substantially across 
the back of the Wearer but Smaller in diameter 
than the length of the back of the Wearer So 
that it may be adjusted longitudinally of the 
back disposed in the pocket and adapted to be 
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inserted and removed through the opening, the 
cushion having a central portion of greater 
thickness than the edge portions and a belt 
made of a relatively wide web of flexible, elastic 
material Secured to opposite sides of the pocket 
Slightly below the center thereof and adapted 
to encircle the trunk of the wearer to support 
the pocket and cushion over the central portion 
of the back of the Wearer. 

2. A back Supporter comprising a pocket made 
of flexible material and having an opening 
therein, a cushion disposed in the pocket and 
adapted to be inserted and removed through the 
opening, the length of the cushion being less 
than the length of the back of the Wearer so as 
to permit longitudinal adjustment thereof and 
the Width being Sufficient to extend substan 
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tially across the back of the wearer, said cushion 
being formed of a plurality of separate com 
partments one of which extends for the entire 
length and width of the cushion and another of 
which is disposed adjacent the central portion 
So that the cushion is of greater thickness ad 
jacent the center than adjacent the edges and 
means for releasably holding the pocket and 
cushion against the back of the Wearer. 

CARL G. LINS. 


