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1

This invention relates to a novel and improved
cabinet for the filing of records on drawer panels
when withdrawn from the cabinet. The invention
aims to improve upon cabinets of this class in
respect to preventing unauthorized access to the
file by locking the panels in place. This applica-
tion is a division of my pending application Serial
Number 559,349, filed October 19, 1944, which has
matured inte Patent No. 2,410,255 on Qctober 29,
1946.

The invention will best be understood by refer-
ence to the following description when taken in
connection with the accompanying drawings of
one specific embodiment thereof, while its scope
will be pointed out more particularly in the ap-
pended claim.

In the drawings:

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of a filing cabinet
embodying the invention;

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of a portion of the
cabinet with one panel withdrawn from the hous-
ing;

Fig. 3 is a vertical longitudinal sectional view
on line 8—3 of Fig. 1 illustrating the panel locking
means;

Fig. 4 is a vertical cross-sectional view of the
same on line §—4; and

Fig. 5 is a horizontal sectional view on line 5—5
of Fig. 3.

Referring to the drawings and to the embodi-
ment of the invention illustrated therein as an
example, and having reference at first more par-
ticularly to Figs. 1 and 2, there is.shown g, filing
cabinet comprising & housing 8 having at its front
an opening 8 at which the fronts of drawer panels
{0 having handles (2 are presented to view.

The support for the panel, when within the
housing, is two separate and distinct and inde-~
pendently movable slides 14 (see Fig. 4) each
having an upper flange {6 and a lower flange 18
with a channel 29 between them. These chan-
nels receive trunnions 22 which rest upon the
lower fianges I8 and travel horizontally within
the channels 28 and strike abutments 28 and 24
which close the front and rear ends, respectively,
of each channel. Thus, when the slides are pro-
jected from the front of the cabinet (see Fig. 2)
the trunnions 22 turn in the channels 28 of the
projecting ends of the slides {4 which have been
projected by the striking of the trunnions against
the abutments 23 at the outer ends of the chan-
nels 25. When, however, the panel is thrust back
into the housing, the trunnions 22 strike the abut-
ments 24 at the inner ends of the channels 26 and
move the slides rearwardly. When the panel is
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within the housing, it is supported by the lower
flanges 18 of the slides {4 by reason of the fact
that the lateral margins of the panels rest upon
said flanges.

The panel supporting slides 14 are -supported
and guided by fixed guides 26 (see Fig. 4) each
having a narrow upper flange 28 and a relatively
wider lower flange 30 and between them a chan-
nel 32 in which a panel supporting slide 14 travels.
The travel is that required to project the slides
the proper distance from the front of the cabinet
as seen in Fig. 2, for example.

It is desirable that arrangements be made to
prevent unauthorized access to the file, and to
that end the cabinet is equipped with means now
to be described for locking the panels in place.
This is accomplished in a simple and convenient
manner by the use of a common locking bar 34
which can be housed above the ceiling plate 36
(see Figs. 3, 4 and 5) within a channel bar guide
38 affixed to the top of said plate and having at
its rear end a stop 40 to limit rearward movement
of the locking bar. The locking bar (see Fig. 5)
extends through an opening 42 in the front wall
of the housing, and its forward movement through
this opening is limited as by providing the rear
end of the bar with lugs 44 which strike the inner
face of said front wall and provide also a fulerum
about which said bar may then be rocked down-
wardly (see Fig. 3) into the broken line approxi-
mately vertical position there shown.

The locking bar is like a hasp and has a slot 46
(see Fig. 5) which will receive a lug 48 (see Fig. 3)
provided with an opening 50 to receive a small
padlock, which when locked prevents unauthorized
access to the records. Thus, the one locking bar
locks all the panels, but when housed, as in Fig. 3,
is entirely out of the way. The convenience of
this arrangement will readily be appreciated.

Having thus described one embodiment of the
invention, what I claim is:

In a filing cabinet, the combination of a housing
having a front wall presenting a marginal flat
face provided with a large opening and s small
opening, a drawer normally housed within said
housing and arranged to be projected through
said large opening, a lug projecting from said flat
face opposite said small opening, a drawer-locking
bar normally disposed across said flat face and
across said large opening, said bar being provided
at one end with a slot which normally receives
said lug, said bar extending through said small
opening to the interior of said housing and being
provided within said housing with laterally pro-
jecting lugs to contact the inner face of said wall
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and to provide a fulcrum about which said bar
may be rocked to a position in which it will slide

through said small opening into a position away  Number
" from said large opening, and a channel-bar guide 1,419,594
having at its rear end g stop to limit rearward 5 1,486,242
movement of said locking bar in-said guide. 2,241,884
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