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. This invention relates to an indoor receptacle for the lö 
excrement of pets, such as cats, frequently referred to 
as pet sand boxes, and more particularly to such a 
receptacle in which a sanitizing and deodorizing, absorb 
ent type of material is employed. 

Various types of granular materials are provided for 20 
use in indoor pet boxes for the purpose of sanitizing 
and deodorizing the excrement of the animals. This 
material becomes spent very quickly unless it is given 
regular periodic attention. The animal feces must be 
removed from the absorbent material, and the usual 25 
means for removing them is with paper, a scoop or a 
small strainer held in the hand. This granular material 
is usually a porous ground mineral, but may be of vege 
table origin. It will be referred to herein as sand. . 
Most cats cover their excrement and the feces are not. 30 
seen, and therefore, not removed from the absorbent 
material. In time, the feces mold and become decayed, 
and the deodorizing quality of the sand is temporarily. 
overcome. . . ... . . . . . . . . 
The sand used in pet sand boxes requires stirring up, 35 

periodically, to dry out areas made moist by urine. 
Since excess amounts of urine will seep to the bottom 
of the container, deep and thorough stirring of the mass 
of absorbent material is necessary to distribute the excess. 
moisture throughout the material, so that it will be 40 
brought in contact with the greatest amount of the 
deodorizing sand, and being spread over a large area, 
it will dry faster. The wooden boxes used by many pet. 
owners soon become foul-smelling, due to the absorptive. 
ness of the wood; sheet iron boxes rust, and the rust, 45 
absorbs the urine and produces a stench; and disposable 
cardboard boxes are seldom disposed of before the floor. 
or floor covering has been damaged. The cleaning of 
any of these containers is a time. consuming chore. 
Also, the shape of known containers makes them con spicuous and usually an impediment to persons moving 
about in the room. In addition, these containersha 
sharp, unstable or slippery top edges, and the animals 
soon learn that the sides of the box. must be vau 
In leaping over the sides of the box, the animals sp 
the sand about on the floor covering around the bo 

Consequently, it is an object of the present invention 
to provide a pet sand box for the excrement of indoor. 
pets, such as cats, from which all the feces whether 
concealed or not may be removed from the deodorizing 60 
material contained in the box in one simple, quick 
operation. . . . . . . 

It is another object of the invention to provide such 
a box in which the box may be quickly restored to a 
sanitary condition after a period of use. . . . . . . . . 65 
A further object of the invention is to provide a box 

having a safe footing for the pets on its entrance side, 
so that they will be inclined to enter and leave the box 
in an orderly manner, and will not vault the side of the 
box and scatter sand contained in the box, on the floor. 70 

It is a still further object of the invention to provide is 

sides 13, 13' extend from the jointure 16 at right angles. 

resin, or a non-corroding metal such as stainl 

2 
a box which may be positioned in a room in such a 
manner that it will not impede movement of persons. 

Other objects of the invention will become apparent 
to those skilled in the art, from the following description 
when read in conjunction with the accompanying draw 
ing, wherein: 

Figure 1 is an exploded perspective view of the pet 
sand box for the excrement of indoor pets, the parts 
being shown in their relationship to each other; 

Figure 2 is a side elevational view of the box of the 
present invention, with the parts shown in Figure 1 
interfitted to form the box, parts being broken away to 
show the structure; and 

Figure 3 is an enlarged fragmentary plan view of the . 
separator of the present invention cast in plastic. 
Adverting now to the figures, there is shown an indoor 

pet sand box. 10, made in accordance with the present 
invention. A three-sided, quadrant-shaped base tray 11 
supports a sand tray 12, which is used by trained house 
hold pets for the deposit of their excrement. The sand 
tray 12 is of identical size and configuration as the base 
tray 11. Each of the trays 11 and 12 has two rectilinear 
sides 13, 13', a curvilinear side 14, and a bottom 15, 
respectively. The sides 13, 13 of the trays 11 and 12 
are joined at one of their ends as at 16, so that the 

Each end of the curvilinear side 14 is joined to 
sides 13, 13 as at 17 and 18. The trays 11 
are made of an impervious rustproof material, fi 
ple, a synthetic resin plastic such as high impa 
A rabbet 19 is provided around the inner periphery of 
the top edges of the sides 13, 13 and 14. A recessed 
ledge 20 extends around the outer periphery of the 
bottom edge of the sides 13, 13 and 14. The rabbet 19 and the ledge provide cooperating surfaces for nestingly 
supporting the trays 11 and 12 in vertical alignment, 
either one atop the other. Thus, either tray may serve 
as a base support for the other tray. ... 
A separator, or sieve 21, having a frame 22, open 

work 23 and handles 24, is positionable within the 
topmost of the trays 11 and 12 when they are nested, 
and rests on the bottom 15. The frame 22 is of similar configuration as the bottom 15, but is of slightly less 
dimension than the bottom 15, so that it will readily fit 
within the walls 13, 13' and 14. When the frame 22 

. . . . is resting on the bottom 15, the handles 24 extend above 
the top edge of the sides 13, 13' and 14, so that said 
handles may be readily grasped. The openwork 23 is 
made of molded plastic having openings 25 interspersed 
wi at surfaces 26. The openings 25 may also be 

$ptinched from stainless steel or other non-corrosive sheet 
material, to leave the broad, blunt surfaces 26. The openings 25 permit the sand to sift through the sepa 
rator 21, and the broad surfaces 26 present a non-cutting 
support to the feces so that the latter will not be severed 
when the separator is lifted. Openwork of small gauge 
woven wire would not be suitable for the separator 21, 
since the Small gauge wire would slice through the feces 
rather than support them for removal from the sand. 
The openings 25 are relatively large with respect to the 
sand particles so that the sand will quickly flow through. 
these openings, but they are small enough to prevent 
passage of the feces. The handles 24 are attached one 
to each of the rectilinear portions of the frame 22, as 
shown in Figure 1. The frame 22, openwork 23 and 
handles 24 may be cast integrally of plastic or the like; 
or the handles 24 may be separately formed of a suitable 
material, such as large gauge stainless steel wire arid 
bolted or otherwise sturdily attached to the frame in any 
well known manner. . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
The trays 11 and 12, and separator 21 are assembled 
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as shown in Figure 2. In this case the tray 11 supports 
the tray 12 and the separator 21 is placed in the tray 12 
with the openwork 23 superposed on the bottom 15. A 
granular absorbent deodorizing material 27, referred to 
herein as sand, of any of the well-known types available 
on the market, is poured in the tray 12 on top of the 
separator. 21. 
The shape of the box. 10 used for illustrating the in 

vention permits it to be placed in a corner of a room. 
In this location: it is removed from the portion of the 
room where people normally walk, and therefore, the 
possibility of anyone, inadverently stepping, on it is 
avoided. 

Each of the trays 11 and 12 are provided with an out. 
wardly extending lip, or step 28, disposed about the top 
edge of the curvilinear side 14. The lip 28 provides a 
firm footing, for the pet when entering or leaving the box. 
To further improve the footing to avoid slipping, the top. 
29 of the lip may by roughened, as where plastic is used, 
by placing an abrasive 30 in the casting mold, so that it 
will be embedded on the top surface of the lip 28. By 
thus providing a roughened step-like lip on the trays, 
the curved side of the tray is reinforced and the animal 
will use this footing instead of vaulting over the edge of 
the tray. 
When the box has been set up as previously described, 

having the base tray. 11 supporting the sand tray 12 and 
the separator 21 positioned in the sand tray with the. 
sand on top of the openwork 23 of the separator, and 
pets have used it for a period of time, such as a day, it 
becomes desirable to remove the animaldung from the 
sand. This may be easily done by grasping the handles. 
of the separator and lifting it with reciprocating vertical 
vibration. The sand will pass through the open-work of 

- the separator and the dung will be retained thereon. 
The dung can then be disposed of and the separator 
washed if necessary. The separator cannot be replaced. 
in the same tray, since downward movement of the sepa 
rator would compact the sand. Therefore, the sand tray. 
12 is removed from the base tray 11; the separator 21 is, 
placed in the empty tray 11; and the sand is poured 
from the tray 12 into the tray 11 on top of the separator. 
21. The tray 12 then becomes the base tray and the 
tray 11 is nested on it and the box is ready for use. The 
removal of the separator and the pouring of the sand from 
one tray to the other distributes. throughout the sand any 
excessive amount of moisture which may have collected 
in one place in the sand, and facilitates drying. The de 
scribed removal of dung and the reversal of the trays is 
repeated periodically until the sand is spent. 
While there has been disclosed in the foregoing a prac 

tical embodiment of a pet sand box made in accordance 
with the present invention, it will be understood by those 
skilled in the art that variations in the implementation of 
the concept of the invention are within the purview and 
scope of the invention. . 
What is claimed is: 
1. A pet sandbox in which the sanitary condition of 

said box may be improved by removing feces periodically 
comprising, a quadrant shaped tray having a bottom and 
sides joined to said bottom at their lower edges and 
having top edges spaced vertically therefrom, one of 
said sides being curvilinear, said curvilinear side having 
a lip extending outwardly from its top edge, and a sieve 
like separator removably positioned on said bottom and 
being substantially coextensive therewith, upwardly ex 
tending removal means on said separator, said sieve-like 
separator having a broad blunt mesh so that when said 
sanitary condition of said box is improved by lifting said 
sieve-like separator the sand will sift through the mesh 
of said separator and the feces will be retained on the 
mesh of said separator uncut by the mesh. 

2. An animal commode in which the sanitary condition 
of the commode may be periodically restored comprising 
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4. 
plementary means thereon to receive the other tray in 
superposed position and prevent relative lateral move 
ment therebetween, and a sieve-like separator removably 
positioned on the bottom of the uppermost tray and sub 
stantially coextensive therewith, removal means on said 
separator, granular litter material in the bottom of said 
upper tray normally covering said separator, the construc 
tion and arrangement being such that said separator may 
be raised from the uppermost tray to remove solid fecal 
matter deposited thereon, the separator replaced into the 
second tray, the sand transferred into the second tray, and 
the trays reversed in Superposed position. 

3. A pet sand box in which the sanitary condition of 
said box may be periodically, restored comprising, a pair 
of similar superposed trays having top and bottom edges, 
each of said trays having a pair of rectilinear sides hav 
ing inner and outer ends, said sides being joined at their 
said inner ends to each other at right angles, a curvilinear 
side extending between said outer ends of said rectilinear 
sides, each of said trays having a rabbet extending cir 
cumferentially about its top edge and a ledge extending 
circumferentially about its bottom edge, said rabbeted 
edge of one of said trays cooperating with said ledge of 
the other of said trays to hold said trays against lateral 
displacement when the trays are superposed to provide 
an open sand tray and a base for said sand tray, a sieve 
like separator having an area substantially equal to the 
area of one of said trays, removal means on said separa 
tor, and said sieve-like separator being removably posi 
tioned upon the bottom of said open tray. 

4. An animal commode in which the sanitary condi 
tion of the commode may be periodically restored com 
prising, a base tray, a litter tray having similar shape and 
dimensions of said base tray, each of said trays having a 
rabbeted top edge and a ledge formed on the bottom 
edge, said rabbet of one of said trays cooperating with 
said ledge of the other of said trays to hold said trays 
against lateral displacement when the trays are superposed 
one on the other, and a sieve-like separator having an 
area equal to the area of one of said trays removably po 
sitioned on the bottom of said superposed tray, removal 
means on said separator and granular litter material in 
the bottom of said litter tray normally covering said 
separator. 

5. A pet sand box in which the sanitary condition of 
the box may be periodically restored comprising, a base 
tray having two rectilinear sides having respectively a 
back end and a front end, said rectilinear sides being 
joined at a right angle at their back, a curvilinear side 
joined across the front ends of said rectilinear side, a 
sand tray having similar sides and shape as said base 
tray and superposable thereon, each of said trays having 
a top and bottom edge, a rabbet extending circumfer 
entially about its top edge and a ledge extending circum 
ferentially about its bottom edge, said rabbeted edge of 
one of said trays cooperating with said ledge of the 
other of said trays to hold said trays against lateral dis 
placement when the trays are superposed, a separator 
having a sieve area substantially equal to the area of 
one of said trays removably positioned in said super 
posed tray, and removal means on said separator to 
facilitate removal of said separator. , 

6. A pet sand box in which the sanitary condition of 
the box may be periodically restored comprising, a pair 
of similar quadrant-shaped trays superposed one on the 
other to provide an open tray for holding sand and a 
base tray for supporting said open tray, one side of said 
quadrant-shaped tray being curvilinear, each of said 
trays having a lip extending outwardly from the top 
edge of its curvilinear side to provide a step for the 
entrance of said pet into said tray, a sieve-like separator 
having an area substantially equal to the area of one 
of said trays, removal means on said separator, and 
said sieve-like separator being removably positioned on 

first and second trays, each tray being provided with com- 75 he bottom of said supported open tray, and sand in the 
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bottom of said open tray normally covering said separa 
tor. 

7. A pet sand box in assembly kit form, a pair of 
similar quadrant-shaped trays superposed one on the 
other to provide an open tray for holding sand and a 
base for supporting said open tray, each of said trays 
having a lip extending outwardly from the top edge of 
its curvilinear side to provide a step for the entrance 
of the pet into said tray and for reinforcing said curvilin 
ear side, complementary means for holding said trays 
against lateral displacement when they are superposed, 
a separator having openings interspersed with broad, 
blunt areas, said separator having an area substantially 
equal to the area of one of said trays, and removal means 

O 

6 
on said separator to facilitate removal of said separator 
from its normal position in the bottom of said sand hold 
ing open tray, said separator normally being covered 
with sand placed in the bottom of said open tray. 
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