


5 

?? 

35 

SO 

NJ 775,246. 

UNITED STATES 

Patented November 15, 1904. 

PATENT OFFICE. 

ROBERT ERNST PHILIPP, OF SPOKANE, WASHINGTON. 

FPAR LOR EBOWLINGA LEY 

SPECIFICATION forming part of Letters Patent No. 775,246, dated November 15, 1904. 
Application filed March 22, 1904, Serial No. 199,344 (No model, 

o (?. (, O), pat / concerr: arranged longitudinal grooves 12 and 13 for 
Beit known that I, ROBERTERNST PHILIPP, the purpose of guiding the projecting or shoot 

a citizen of the United States, and a resident 
of Spokane, in the county of Spokane and 
State of Washington, have invented a new 
and Improved Parlor Bowling-Alley, of which 
the following is a full, clear, and exact de 
Scription. 
My invention relates to a device for play 

ing games, especially for bowling and other 
games in which a ball is rolled along a table 
or alley. 
My invention has for an object to provide a 

device for playing such games in ordinary 
rooms and which apparatus shall be capable 
of being folded up into small compass. 

Reference is to be had to the accompanying 
drawings, forming a part of this specification, 
in which similar characters of reference indi 
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of a pre 
ferred form of my invention ready for play. 
Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same appa 
ratus with parts closed up. Fig. 3 is a ver 
tical sectional view through the center of 
the shooting device, and Fig. 4 is a horizon 
tal Sectional view also through the center of 
the shooting device. 

In the drawings the device is shown in a 
preferred form as consisting of two main 
parts 1 and 2, which when folded together 
upon hinges constitute a casing which may 
be closed by an end piece 3, hinged to the 
part 1 and locked in closed position by a hook 
4. It will be obvious that the pieces 1 and 2 
may be integral and the folding feature dis 
pensed with without departing from the Spirit 
of my invention. 
Upon the parts 1 and 2 are secured the parts 

5 and 6 of an alley having dead runs 7 upon 
their sides, if desired, although these may be 
dispensed with. In this case a strip may be 
used in place of the dead runs on the alley 
itself, making it a solid alley, such as is used 
for playing ninepins in Germany. Either 
One of these constructions comes within the 
Spirit of my invention. 
Upon One end of the alley is placed a frame 

8, having bottom pieces 910 and a top piece 
11. In the pieces 10 and 11 are preferably 

ing device 14, as will appear. From the top 
and bottom of the projecting device 14 extend 
lugs 15 and 16, fitting in the grooves 12 and 
13 and guiding the shooting or projecting de 
vice, but permitting it to be adjusted to any 
angle relative to the alley. The floor 17 of 
the projecting device is preferably provided 
with a longitudinal groove 18 for the guid 
ance of the ball in the initial part of its move 
ment. A piston 19, having a groove 20 in 
its front end and operated by a rod 21, handle 
22, and spring 23, is provided for the purpose 
of projecting balls from this device onto the 
alley. 

It will be obvious that other constructions 
may be employed in place of the elements 
mentioned without departing from the spirit 
of my invention. 

In using the device the pins or other parts 
of the game are set up in the usual manner 
upon the end of the alley, and the projecting 
device 14 is provided with a ball, as shown in 
dotted lines in Figs. 3 and 4. The piston 19 
may then be drawn back, with the ball and 
the projecting device adjusted to any desired 
angle for the purpose of giving the desired 
initial angle to the ball. The forward end of 
the floor 17 is preferably rounded, as shown 
in Figs. 1 and 4, so as to be capable of always 
being in contact with the edge of the alley. 

It will be obvious that a game-board of this 
character is convenient and instructive; that 
it can be used on any kind of a table and easily 
stored away when not in use without talking 
up much room; that it is capable of produc 
ing as near as possible in a miniature ganne 
the conditions actually existing in a bowling 
alley or the like; that the parts are easily and 
cheaply made and not likely to get out of or 
der, and especially that the projecting device 
is adjustable so as to give an angle to the ball 
when projected across the alley. 
Having thus described my invention, I claim 

as new and desire to secure by Letters Patent 
1. A game device comprising a casing, 

guides, means for permitting said casing to 
be swung to different positions, a piston in 
said casing, means for forcing the piston 
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lengthwise in said casing, said casing having 
a grooved floor provided with a curved pro 
jection, and an alley having a ledge on which 
said projection is adapted to rest; Said ledge 
having a depth equal to the thickness of said 
floor at the bottom of the groove. 

2. In a game device, the combination of an 
alley formed in two parts foldable upon each 
other, and a frame mounted upon One of Said 
parts and adapted to be received in the other 
when the parts are in folded position, said 
framework extending across the alley and hav 
ing a longitudinal groove in its top and a lon 
gitudinal groove in its bottom, with a ball 
projecting device comprising a casing having 
a lug on its top and a lug on its bottom, said 
lugs being located in said grooves and consti 
tuting pivotal connections for the casing, a 
piston in the casing, and a Spring for forcing 
the piston along the casing. 

3. In a game device, the combination of an 
alley in two box-like parts foldable upon each 
other, one of Said parts having a ledge at its 
end, and a framework mounted upon One of 
said parts and adapted to be received in the 
other when the parts are in folded position, 
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said framework extending across the alley 
and having a longitudinal groove in its top 
and a longitudinal groove in its bottom, said 
grooves facing each other, with a ball-project 
ing device comprising a casing having lugs 
projecting from its top and bottom and located 
in said grooves So as to constitute pivotal and . 
sliding connections for the casing with re 
spect to the frame, said casing having a floor 
provided with a longitudinal groove tapering 
toward the rear thereof, and having a round 
end projecting beyond the walls of the cas 
ing and at all times, irrespective of the angle 
of the casing, extending into contact with said 
ledge, the bottom of the groove in said floor 
being located in the same plane as the top of 
the alley, and a piston in the casing having a 
grooved face. 

In testimony whereof Ihave signed my name 
to this specification in the presence of two sub 
scribing witnesses. 

ROBERT ERNST PHILIPP. 
Witnesses: 

A. M. Fox, 
L. N. TICKNOR. 
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