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To all whom it may CORCETTL:

Be it known that I, WiLris HARMON Curp,
a citizen of the United States, residing at
King, in the county of Coryell and State of
Texas, have invented a new and useful Wire-
Stretcher, of which the following is a specifi-
cation. ‘

This invention relates to devices for-

stretching wire, more particularly for stretch-
ing the strand-wires of fences, and has for its
object to improve the construction and in-
crease the efficiency and utility of devices of
this character. :

With these and other objects in view,
which will appear as the nature of the inven-
tion is better understood, the invention con-
gists in certain novel features of construction,
as hereinafter fully described and claimed.

Tn the accompanying drawings, forming a
part of this specification, and in which corre-
sponding parts are denoted by like designat-
ing characters, is illustrated the preferred
form of the embodiment of the invention ca-
pable of carrying the same into practical op-
eration, it being understood that various
changes in the form, proportion, and minor
details of construction may be resorted to
without departing from the principle or sac-
rificing any of the advantages of this inven-
tion within the scope of the appended claim.

Tn the drawings, Figure 1 1s & side eleva-
tion, and Fig. 2 1s plan view, of the im-
proved device applied. Fig. 3 is & perspec-
tive view of the chain-guide detached.

The improved device comprises a frame 10,
preferably n rectangular shape and with one
end 11 provided with a central aperture 12
to form a guide for the draft-chain, as here-
inafter explained. Mounted for rotation
upon an axle 13 in the frame 10 is a drum 14,
having a ratchet-wheel 15 outside the frame
and a ratchet-wheel 16 inside the frame. A
chain 17 is connected at one end to the drum
14 and extends through the aperture 12 in
the end member 11 and is provided at its
free end with a wire clip of approved form,
as represented at
lever 19 is journaled upon the axle 13 of the
drum 14 and provided with a spaced bar 20,
extending over the ratchet-wheel 15 for a
chort distance and forming a guard thereto,
and pivoted at 21 between the lever 19 and

18. An operating arm or-

|

| transversely of said frame,

the bar 20 is a pawl 22 for operatin

: % upon the
ratchet-wheel 15, while a stop-paw i

23 is piv-

“oted at 24 to the frame 10 and operates upon

the ratchet-wheel 16 to hold the chain 17 in
strained position. Extending transversely
of the frame 10 is arod 25, and swinging upon
this rod are two arms 26 27, extending in op-
posite directions from the frame and termi-
nating in forked spurs 28 29 for bearing
against a post 30 or other stationary struc-
ture to which the device is to be coupled.
Connected at 31 to the frame 10 at one side is
a chain 32, and pivoted at 33 to the frame 10
at the opposite side is a curved lever 34, the
latter adapted to receive one of the links of
the chain 32. The frame 10 is also provided
with a swinging link 35, adapted to receive
the free end of the lever 34 and lock the same
in closed position, as shown in Fig. 1.

When it is desired to stretch a wire, the
stay-bars 26 27 are disposed in position
against a post 30 or other suitable structure,
as shown in Figs. 1 and 2, and the chain 32
passed around the post and stretched as
tightly as possible by hand and one of the
Jinks passed over the lever 34 when the latter
is in open position, and then as the lever is
moved into closed position and coupled to
the holding-link 35 the chain will be very
tightly strained and the frame and its at-
tachments rigidly supported upon the post,
the bars 26 27 serving as braces to the frame,
as shown in Fig. 1, and preventing all move-
ment vertically. The chain 17 is then un-
wound from the drum 14 and the clamp mem-
ber 18 connected to the wire to be stretched,
a portion of which is represented at 36.
Then by actuating the lever 19 20 the chain
17 will be wound upon the drum 14 and the
wire stretched to any required extent. The
device is simple in construction, is strong and
durable, can be inexpensively manufactured,
and operates effectually for the purpose de-
scribed.

Having thus described my invention, what
T claim as new is—

The combination in & wire-stretching ap-
paratus, of a frame having a winding-drum
carrying a flexible draft element terminating
in a wire-clamping means, & rod disposed
two bars having
terminal spurs and swinging from said rod
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and extending in opposite directions from | In testimony that I claim the foregoing as
said frame, a flexible binding element con- my own I have hereto affixed my signature
nected at one end to said frame, a curved le- | in the presence of two witnesses.

Ver swinging from said frame and adapted to WILLIS HARMON CULP.
receive said flexible binding element when in Witnesses: o
open position and Imparting a strain thereto JoW, STINNETT,

when moved into closed Position, Bor WiLra.



