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This invention relates to new and useful im-
brovements in watch cases and, more particu-
larly, to an improved cover for watch faces.

One object of the invention is the provision of
an improved watch case including a cover for
the watch face and unique, readily trippable
latch means for said cover.

Another object of the invention is to construct
and arrange the latching and tripping means in
such manner that the latter includes a minimum
of parts of which none are spring urged and
yet are automatically re-set for re-use after an
operation thereof.

Still another object of the invention is to con-
struet the case and cover of the invention in
such manner that the same is capable of being
manufactured economically.

For further comprehension of the invention,
and of the objects and advantages thereof, ref-
erence will be had to the following description
and accompanying drawings, and to the append-
ed claims in which the various novel features
of the invention are more particularly set forth.

In the accompany:ng drawings forming a ma-
terial part of this disclosure:

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of the watch case of
the invention with the cover thereof in closed
condition.

Fig. 2'is a perspective view of the case with
the cover in open condition. )

Fig. 3 is a fragmentary enlarged plan view of
the case with the cover in closed condition.,

Fig. 4 is a fragmentary view similar to Fig. 3
on a small scale and with the cover in open
condition therefore not shown.

Fig. b is a fragmentary view of the cover illus-
trating the latching means therefor, certain
parts being sectioned away to show the in-
ternal construction.

Fig. 6 is a fragmentary bottom view illustrat-
Ing the cover hinge.

Fig. 7 is a sectional view on line T—T of Fig. 2.

Fig. 8 is an enlarged sectional view on line
8—8 of Fig. 1.

Referring now to Figs. 1 and 2, the means of
the invention comprises a substantially rectangu-
lar metal casing {0 open at top and bottom.
Mounted in the casing is a suitable wateh (i
having a backing plate 12 which snaps into the
bottom opening of case 10 in the usual manner.
A suitable hole is provided in one side wall of
case 10 to accommodate the winding stem 13
of the watch. The upper edges of both side
walls of casing 10 are convexly arcuate and have
an arched, raised crystal 14 secured therebe-
tween in the usual manner.
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At either end of casing 10 there is provided
& pair of projectng ears 15 which msy be in-
tegral with the casing or may be welded thereto.
The ears (5 are of the somewhat triangular shape
shown in Figs. 1 and 2 and the pair at one end
of the casing have mounted between them sa
pivot rod 16 for a cover 11, see also Figs. 6 and 1.
Mounted on pivot rod 16 are a pair of sleeves 18
and a coiled spring 20 having one end anchored
to casing 10 and the other to cover {7 in such
manner as to tension said cover toward the open
condition illustrated in Fig, 2. Cover 1 is in
the form of an arcuate metal sheet having one
end welded to and bent around the sleeves {8 as
at 21, the said bent end abutting the end wall

" of casing 10 to limit opening movements of the
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cover. The side edges of cover (T are bent over
as at 22 to fit over the edges of crystal 14 as
shown in PFig. 1.

The free end of cover I7 is rolled as indicated
at 23, to form a hollow rod-like member in
which a pair of sleeves 24 are secured, see Fig. 5.
Slidably mounted in each sleeve 24 is a plunger
25 having a wide head 26 located between the
sleeves. A spring 27 located between the plunger
heads 26 acts to project the ends of said plungers
out of the hollow rod-like member formed by roll
23. Preferably the ends of the plungers 25 are
rounded and the ends of the under edge of roll
23 are beveled as shown in Fig. 2. In order to
lock cover 17 in the closed position of Fig. 1,
the rounded ends of the plungers 25 engage in
holes 28 in the adjacent ears (5. Referring to
Figs. 3, 4 and 8 the upper edge of each of the
ears I§ cooperating with the plungers is beveled
as at 30 so that as the cover 7 is moved to
closed position the plungers 25 are cammed into
the roll 23 against the tension of spring 21 until
the plungers align with the holes 28 into which
they snap.

The tripping means for disengaging the plung-
ers 25 from the holes 28 comprises a pair of
push buttons 31 secured on the ends of a pair of
plungers 32 slidably mounted in reduced exten-
sions of the holes 29 and having large rounded
heads 33 situated in the holes 28 adjacent the
ends of the plungers 25.

The construction is such that by pressing in-
wardly on the push buttons 31 the plungers 25
are disengaged from the holes 28 allowing cover
{71 to snap open. Push buttons 3{ are re-set in
position to be utilized again by the plungers 25
snapping into the holes 28.

If desired, the inner face of cover i1 is pro-
vided with a spring clip frame 34 for a photo-
graph 35 or the like.
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TFor purposes of securing casing (0 on the
person the ears 15 may be utilized for securing
the casing to a wrist strap, or a suitable pin can
be secured thereto for attaching the casing to
a garment.

It will be seen, therefore, that there has been
provided a novel and highly efiicient watch case
including simple and effective latching and latch
tripping means.

While I have illustrated and described the
preferred emhodiment of my invention, it is to
be understcod that I do not Limit myself to the
precise construction herein disclosed and the

right is reserved to all changes and modifications
coming within the scope of the invention as de-.

fined in the appended claims.

Having thus described my invention, what I
claim as new, and desire to secure by United
States Letters Patent is:

1. In a watch case including a cover spring
urged to open position, the combinaticn of a
pair of ears projecting from either end of the
case, said cover being pivotally mounted between

one pair of said ears, opposiiely disposed holes

in the other pair of said ears, & hollow rod-lie
member ai the free end of the cover, a pair of
sleeves fixed in said holiow rod member, a pair
of plungers slidably mounted in said sleeves and
spring urged outward, said plungers having wide
heads at their inner ends to abut the ends of the
sleeves, said plungers engaging in said holes to
lock the cover in closed position, hevels in said

ears ahove said holes to cam the plungers inward

into the hollow rod member, and push bubtons
freely slidably mounted in said heles to disengage
the plungers therefrom.

2. In a watch case including a cover spring
urged io open vosition, the combinaiion of &
pair of ears projecting from either end of the
case, said cover heing wpivotaily mounted be-
tween one pair of said ears, oppositely disposed
holes in the other pair of said ears, a hollow
rod-like member at the free end of the ccver, a
pair of sleeves fixed in said hollow rod memper,
g pair of plungers slidably mounted in said
sleeves and spring urged outward, said plungers
having wide heads at their inner ends to abut
the ends of the slesves, said plungers engaging
in said holes to lock the eover in closed position,
bevels in said ears above said holes to cam the
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plungers inward into the hollow rod member,
reduced portions on said ears at the outer ends
of said holes, plungers freely slidably mounted
in said reduced portions and having wide rounded
heads adapted to engage the first said plungers
and move them out of the holes, and push but-
tons secured on the outer ends of the second said
plungers.

3. In a. watch case including a cover spring
urged to open position, the combination of a pair
of ears projecting from either end of the case,
said cover being pivotally mounted between one
pair of said ears, oppositely disposed holes in
the other pair of said ears, & hollow rod-like
member. at the free end of the cover, a pair of
sleeves fixed in said hollow rod member, a pair
of plungers slidably mounted in said sleeves and
spring urged outward, said plungers having wide
heads at their inner ends to abut the ends of
the sleeves, said plungers engaging in said holes
to lock the cover in closed position, bevels in
said ears above said holes to cam the plungers
inward into the hollow rod member, reduced por--
tions on said ears at the outer ends of said holes,
plungers freely slidably mounted in said reduced
portions and having wide rounded heads adapted
to engage the first said plungers and move them
out of the holes, and push buttons secured on the
outer ends of the second said plungers, said push
buttons keing pressed inwardly manually to open
the cover and being moved outwardly as the
cover is closed by the said spring acting through
the first said plungers. : N

’ HYMAN DINSTMAN.
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