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This invention is a shooting garment that features a
wrinkle free gun butt pad most advantageously combined
with adjustable members associated with the garment for
bringing the pad into the most suitable position for shoot-
ing for the particular person wearing it. Also featured is
a removable resilient element to permit changing the
thickness of the pad. Previous attempts of the industry
to prevent wrinkling of gun butt pads have been limited
to quilting or stitching the pad to the garment in some
over all pattern. This was supposed to prevent the
leather gun butt bearing portion of the pad from wrinkling.
‘While such stitching retarded wrinkling, it did not prevent
it. Garment and pad would wrinkle together and ac-
quire a set wrinkle. This fold or roll of pad and gar-
ment material encouraged movement of the gun butt dur-
ing shooting by acting like a roller. Even a slight move-
ment of the gun butt can affect seriously the accuracy of
shooting. This sliding motion also sometimes caused the
shooter considerable discomfort and sometimes real pain
by chafing the shoulder under the pad. Even a gun
equipped with a recoil pad will chafe.

I have improved greatly on the result obtained from
the use of the pad by the step of providing a resilient
member that is constantly urging the pad into a wrinkle
set free nearly straight position. By means of this tech-
nique gun butt rolling wrinkles are avoided. Coupled
with this new means for holding wrinkle set out of the
pad is a new use for the chest straps which previously
were intended to prevent the pad from wrinkling. Now
these chest straps are used for the purpose of locatmg
accurately the pad on the shoulder of the person wearing
the garment in combination with a double button front
strap on the garment.

Accordingly, the principal purpose of this invention is
to provide a novel shooting garment pad for the gun
butt; one that:

(1) Is wrinkle free.

(2) Can use pad elements of varying thicknesses.

(3) Does not interfere with the cleaning of the garment.

(4) Protects the wearer against injury.

(5) Makes the gun butt recoil pad optional for at least
some shooters.

(6) Improves shooting accuracy.

(7) Can be located most advantageously on the shooter.

While these specifically listed objects are the main ones
that I have for my invention, I intend to include as ob-
jects hereof any others as may be clear to one skilled in
making shooting clothing after he has read this specifi-
cation and examined the drawings herewith that are
briefly described as follows:

Fig. 1 is a front elevation of one form of shooting gar-
ment to which the pad is affixed and shown on a light
line representation of a person.

Fig. 2 is an enlarged inside elevation of a fragment of
the garment.

Fig. 3 is a still further enlarged vertical section taken
on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1, and

10

20

25

30

35

40

45

50

55

60

65

70

2

Fig. 4 is a horizontal section drawn to the same scale
as Fig. 3 but taken on the line 4—4 of Fig. 2 and with
broken lines showing the effect of a thicker pad in the
pad pocket.

In the drawings the invention is seen to be a shootmg
garment having a pocket 10 secured to one of the front
panels 12 and 14. A resilient pad 16 can be inserted
behind the gun butt bearing element 18 which extends
from the shoulder down to approximately the armpit line
of the garment as shown in Fig. 1. These elements to-
gether with other details of construction as set out in
further detail below are the present invention. Pocket 10
can be seen in Figures 3 and 4 to be stitched to the gar-
ment as to occupy the space behind the gun butt bear-
ing element 18 which is generally a suitable pliable, rough
surfaced material, such as a rough finish Ieather, that is
quilted or otherwise secured to the garment at a place on
the shoulder to which the gun butt is raised in shooting.
Since some over all pattern type of stitching or quilting
is used on the leather to secure it to the garment mate-
rial, it will be held flat if the material of the garment is
held flat. In the pocket 10 is inserted the resilient pad
element 16 which may be of any suitable resilient pad-
ding material such as foam rubber or plastic. This pad
does not have to be very thick. One-cighth inch thick-
ness will provide the resiliency necessary to keep the
leather 18 from acquiring deep roll wrinkles and wrinkle
set, but a thicker pad is necessary to keep the leather
straight and completely wrinkle free in that sense. As
the pad is merely carried in the pocket and was found to
operate even if not otherwise secured to the garment,
the pad may be removed easily to permit dry cleaning
the garment. This could not be done if a rubber pad
were secured to the garment in a substantially permanent
manner. Thicker or thinner pads than the one previ-
ously in the garment may be inserted easily also. In
Fig. 4 the use of a thicker pad is illustrated by the
broken lines showing the modification of the cloth of the
pocket. Also illustrated is the fact that a thicker pad
is merely made narrower. The thicker pad is designated
164 to distinguish it clearly from pad 16.

In order to position the pad and gun butt bearmg ele-
ment 18 most advantageously, the garment is provided
with the adjustable straps 20 and 22. By tightening one
of these straps and loosening the other, it is possible with-
in reason to position the pad where it feels best to the
particular shooter wearing the garment carrying the pad.
Also aiding in the proper positioning of the pad on the
shooter is the double button tab 24 on the front of the
garment. The straps 20 and 22 are preferably resilient
to permit freedom of movement to the shooter in raising
his arms and swinging his body. It is these straps and the
tab that were were placed on the garment with the in-
tention of keeping the pad from wrinkling. It has been
discovered, however, that they are more useful in place-
ment of the pad. Hence they are now part of a new com-
bination of elements. It has been found that since the pad
is kept flat for a better grip on the gun butt so that
slipping and chafing do not occur, it is possible to actually
dispense with the recoil pad, at least in some cases. Fur-
ther unusnal results are that the pad in the garment does
not need to be as thick as that used in the recoil pad on
the gun butt in order to give the shooter about the same
protection. Applicant is not sure why this is so, but it
is thought that much less padding will give the same
protection if the padding is arranged so as to spread the
force of the recoil over a wider area. Also the shoulder
can stand more in the way of the kick of the gun if the
shoulder is not sore from chafing.

I have disclosed my invention by illustrating and de-
scribing the preferred practical embodiment of it, and I
now set out with the particularity required by statute the
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‘particular structure I believe I have invented in the follow-
ing claims.
I claim:

1. A garment having an anti-wrinkle set gun butt pad
comprising; a back panel; a pair of front panels jointed to
said back panel at the shoulders and lower sides; a pliable,
rough surfaced gun butt bearing element secured to the
front surface of one of said front panels and extending
from the shoulder to approximately the armpit line there-
of; said pliable, rough surfaced gun butt bearing element
being quilted to said one front panel; a pocket secured to
the rear surface of said one panel behind and generally
coextensive with said pliable, rough surfaced gun butt
bearing element; and a resilient, moisture proof, pad, thin
in relation to its length and width, filling said pocket
to exert an anti-wrinkle set, straightening force on said
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pocket and said pliable, rough surfaced gun butt bearing
element.
2. The garment of claim 1, in which adjustable straps
connect each front panel to said back panel and the two
front panels to each other.
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