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(Granted under the act of March 3, 1883, as 
amended April 30, 1928; 370 O. G. 757) 

The invention described herein may be manu 
factured and used by or for the Government 
for governmental purposes, without the payment 
to me of any royalty thereon. 
The subject of this invention is a cartridge 

clip, more especially a clip intended to hold a 
double row of cartridges in staggered relation 
and to be fed with the cartridges into the maga 
zine of a firearm. 
By reason of the staggered relation of the 

cartridges, causing each layer of cartridges to be 
arranged diagonally, a tortional strain is set up 
in the clip tending to displace the front ends 
of the side walls of the clip different distances, 
resulting in their rubbing or binding against the 
bolt as it moves forward to feed a cartridge from 
the clip; also tending to cause uneven pressure 
of the curved ends of the clip on the cartridge 
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to be fed thereby Swerving the cartridge from its 
path during feeding toward the cartridge cham 
ber; and further tending to throw the side walls 
of the clip out of proper alignment in the gun. 
These defects are overcome in the present in 

stance by proper reinforcement of the clip against 
tortional strains and stiffening of the back wall 
of the clip specifically through properly placed 
and arranged reinforcing ribs. 
The clip is also provided with means for re 

straining the cartridges from movement toward 
the front of the clip; with means adjacent such 
restraining means for properly positioning the 
clip within the receiver of a gun. This last men 
tioned means also adapts the clip for the recep 
tion of rim, and Semi-rim cartridges as well as 
rimleSS. cartridges. 
The clip may further be provided with offset 

ends so that one diagonal dimension of the clip 
is greater than the other diagonal dimension. 
This construction is for the purpose of provid 
ing a clip in which the higher row of the stack 
of cartridges will always be in proper position 
to coact with the stepped feeding follower of 
the gun. 

It is desirable that a clip of this character be 
capable of being loaded either with a loading 
machine or by hand and to accomplish this it is 
essential that all cartridges be fed into the clip 
from the same direction. A cut away portion has 
been provided at the base of the turned in por 
tions of the side walls to permit feeding of , all 
cartridges to the clip through the ends thereof. 

In a clip of this character, spring tension in 
the side walls should be had to maintain the 
cartridges in proper position in the clip and this 
spring tension should be had without causing 

the side walls of the clip to converge greatly 
toward the front as such convergence would tend 
to cause the walls to interfere with the follower. 
This result may be secured by a proper forma . 
tion of the sides of the clip, for instance, as is 
done in the form illustrated herein by extending 
the guide ribs well up onto the curved ends. 
With these and such other objects in view as 

may hereinafter more fully appear the inven 
tion consists in the novel arrangement and con 
bination of parts and in the details of construc 
tion hereinafter described and claimed, it being 
understood however, that changes in the precise 
embodiment of the invention herein disclosed 
may be made within the scope of the claims with 
out departing from the spirit of the invention. 

Practical embodiments of the invention are 
shown in the accompanying drawing wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a view in rear elevation of a clip con 
structed in accordance with the invention. 

Fig. 2 is a side elevation of the same. 
Fig. 3 is a front elevation. 
Fig. 4 is an end view. 
Fig. 5 is a central transverse section. 
Fig. 6 is a central longitudinal section. 
Fig. 7 is a view in rear elevation of a slightly 

modified form. 
Fig. 8 is a similar view, of a further slightly 

modified form. 
Fig. 9 is a front elevation of a further modifl 

cation. 
Referring to the drawing by numerals of ref 

eece: 
The clip is preferably stamped or otherwise 

formed from sheet metal and consists of a back 
plate provided with ribs 2. The ribs 2 which 
stiffen the back should be so formed as to resist 
distortion of the clip due to the tortional strains 
set up therein by reason of the staggered or 
diagonal position of the cartridges loaded in the 
clip. 
Since the clip may be loaded with the upper 

most cartridges on the right side or the left side 
it is essential that the ribs be so formed and ar 
ranged as to resist tortional Strains in either 
direction. For this reason the arcuate form of 
rib is used. 
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The side walls or plates 3 of the clip converge 
forwardly from the back to which they are joined 
by the guide ribs which not only act to prop 
erly guide the clip in the receiver of a gun and 
position it therein by engaging a shoulder in 
the receiver, but also permit the loading of rim, 
semi-rim and rimless cartridges into the clip. 
Where the side walls 3 join the guide ribs 4 there 
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2 
are provided the inwardly projecting beads 5 pref 
erably pressed in by bending the metal inwardly 
from the outside for the purpose of engaging in 
front of the head or rim of the cartridges to Se 
curely anchor the cartridge in the clip. The ends 
of the side walls are curved inwardly as at 6 
and the guide ribs 4 are extended onto these 
curved portions, as seen most clearly in Fig. 4, 
for the purpose of imparting to the side walls 
the desired degree of tension without undue con 
vergence of Such walls. Any great amount of con 
Vergence of the side Walls tends to cause them 
to interfere With the free movement of the foll 
lower and may cause the clip to contact the foll 
lower when the empty clip is being ejected. The 
inwardly curved ends 6 of the side walls are cut 
away adjacent the back as at 7 for the purpose 
of permitting the last cartridge to be inserted 
into the clip from the end so as to adapt the clip 
to automatic loading. 
notched as at 8 for engagement of the clip latch 
provided in the receiver of the firearm. At the 
forward edge of the side walls 3 inwardly pressed 
ribS 9-9 may be provided to reduce frictional 
Contact of the cartridges with the side walls 
thereby relieving the follower of considerable 
effort in elevating the cartridges to feeding posi 
tion especially when obstructions are formed on 
the side wall. 
In the modification shown in Fig. 7 the clip is 

the same as above described with the exception 
that the ribs 0 on the back plate are arranged 
diagonally for the purpose of resisting tortional 
strain and stiffening the back. The diagonal ribs 
are croSsed for the reason that if arranged in 
Only one direction they would allow distortion 
of the clip in a diagonal direction across the cor 
ners in which cartridges terminated short of the 
ends. 

In Fig. 8 a still further modification of the ribs 
Of the back plate as indicated at f is shown in 
which transverse parallel ribs are provided for 
the same purpose that is, to stiffen the back and 
resist tortional stresses. 
The form of reinforcing ribs shown in Figs. 1 

and 7 are to be preferred to those shown in Fig. 8 
as they are better arranged to resist all tortional 
Stresses that a clip is ordinarily subjected to. 
The modification shown in Fig. 9 may have its 

back plate provided with any of the forms of 
stiffening ribs shown. The side plates 3a in this 
form of clip have their ends offset, as indicated 
by the lines ac and y thus making one diagonal 

The ribs 4 preferably. 

2,121,792 
shorter than the other. This construction per 
mits the clip to be loaded only with the upper 
most cartridge on the right hand side, as viewed 
in Fig. 9, so that the clip may be loaded either 
end first into the receiver of a rifle and the car 
tridges will conform to the stepped follower. In 
this form of clip shoulders 2-2 and - 
may be formed at the ends of the rib 9a, the 
shoulders 2-2 acting to prevent undesired an 
gular displacement of the uppermost cartridge 
of the lower row of cartridges during handling 
of a loaded clip, and all shoulders acting to prop 
erly hold and guide the cartridges during feeding. 
From a consideration of the drawing and the 

foregoing description it will be evident that this 
clip is symmetrical and may be fed either end 
first into the receiver of a gun. 

I claim: 1. A clip for holding a double row of cartridges 
in staggered relation, embodying a back plate, 
side walls extending from said back plate, and 
concentric stiffening ribs formed in the back plate 
and arranged to resist tortional strains in each 
direction. 

2. An ammunition clip for holding a double 
row stack of cartridges in staggered relation and 
adapted to be inserted therewith into the receiver 
of a gun, said clip comprising a back plate and 
two forwardly extending spring pressed side walls 
for embracing said ammunition stack with a 
compressing action, said side Walls having in 
turned portions at their upper and lower ends, 
each side wall having formed therein adjacent 
its junction with the back plate an inwardly pro 
jecting rib for engaging in front of the cartridge 
extracting rims and also an outwardly projecting 
rib for engaging behind a shoulder in Said re 
ceiver so as to position said clip within the 
receiver. 

3. An ammunition clip for holding a double 
row stack of cartridges in staggered relation and 
adapted to be inserted therewith into the receiver 
of a gun, said clip comprising a back plate and 
two forwardly spring pressed side walls extending 
from said back plate for embracing said ammuni 
tion stack with a compressing action, said side 
walls having inturned portions at their upper and 
lower ends, the inturned portions at the same end 
of the clip being displaced vertically relative to 
one another by a slight distance, said displace 
ment distance being substantially less than the 
radius of a cartridge base. 

JOHN C. CARAND. 
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