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UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE. 
WOODARD THOMPSON, OF GARDINER, MAINE. 

MPROVEMENT N. ROAD-SCRAPERS 

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 32,0s, dated October 29, 1872. 

To all whom it may concern: 
Beit known that I, WooDARD THOMPsoN, 

of Gardiner, in the county of Kennebec and 
State of Maine, have invented certain new 
and useful Improvements in Road-Scrapers; 
and I do hereby declare that the following is 
a full, clear, and exact description thereof, ref. 
erence being had to the accompanying draw 
ing and to the letters of reference marked 
thereon, which form a part of this specifica 
tion. 
The nature of my invention consists in the 

construction and arrangement of a “road 
scraper,” as will be hereinafter more fully set 
forth. . . . 
In order to enable others skilled in the art 

to which my invention appertains to make and 
use the same, I will now proceed to describe 
its construction and operation, referring to the 
annexed drawing, which represents a perspec 
tive view of my road-scraper. 
A represents an inclined beam of any suita 

ble dimensions, connected by cross-bars B B 
with a runner, C. The rear end of this runner 
is even with the rear end of the beam A, but 
extends only about half the distance forward, 
the runner being on a line parallel with the 
line of draft, while the beam inclines outward 
so as to gradually increase the distance be 
tween them. Between the front end of the 
runner and the side of the beam the tongue E 
is pivoted. The lowerinner edges of both the 
beam and runner are provided with steel plates 
a-the same as the usual scrapers. The bevel 
cut lengthwise of the road makes it very 
smooth and easy to handle. The machine is 
prevented from turning around to one side by 
means of a gate or rudder, D, hinged between 
the upper rear edges of the bean and runner; 
and said gate is provided with a sever or han with a road-scraper, substantially as and for 
dle, G, which extends forward so as to be op 
erated by the driver on his seat at Harranged 
On the runner. On the outer side of the beam 
A at the front end, is secured arounded faced 
shoe,I; and above the same, to the end of the 
beam, is attached a bar, J, by means of a 
Screw, b, passing through a slot in said bar 
and into the beam. The rear end of this bar 

J is placed on the outer end of a lever, K, 
which carries a wheel, L, between said bar and 
the beam A. The bar J, while allowing the 
wheel L to move freely up and down, being 
pivoted by the pin b, limits the forward and 
backward movement of the lever K, and serves 
as a brace to said lever when the wheel I 
comes in contact with a stone or other raised 
obstruction, as the wheel will be thrown back, 
when meeting such obstruction, until the front 
end of the slot in the bar J is brought to bear 
against the pin b, when the wheel is then moved 
over the obstruction and the strain thrown 
partially upon the bar J. The lever K is piv 
oted in a forked standard, P, and its inner end 
rests upon either of two offsets or shoulders, 
d d, on another post, R. 
When the lever is raised to the upper offset 

or shoulder the entire beam A is raised up 
from the ground, so that the machine will move 
on the wheel L and the runner in going to and 
from the work; but when the lever is down on 
the lower shoulder the wheel is loose and the 
beam will operate. 

Having thus fully described my invention, 
what I claim as new, and desire to secure by 
Letters Patent, is 

1. The inclined beam and scraper A a 
rounded faced shoe I, runner C, cross-bars B 
B, and tongue E, the several parts being con 
structed and arranged for operation substan 
tially as and for the purpose herein set forth. 

2. The hinged gate or rudder D, with lever 
or handle G, combined with the runner C, beam 
A, and cross-bar B, substantially as and for 
the purpose described. 

3. The combination of the slotted bar J, le. 
ver K, wheel L, forked standard P, and shoul 
dered standard R, all constructed and arranged 
the purposes herein set forth. 

In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 
my own Iaffix my signature in presence of two 
Witnesses. 

WOODARD THOMPSON, 
Witnesses: 

ARTHUR BERRY, 
JOHN BERRY. 


