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1 Claim. (Cl. 273-81) 
This invention relates to improvements in golf clubs 

such as “woods,” "irons' and "putters," and in particular, 
handles for golf clubs in which the diameter of the grip 
ping portion of the clubs is adjustable before, or during 
the use of the club. 
The purpose of this invention is to provide means for 

varying the grip of a golf club so that the same club may 
be used for different strokes or under different conditions 
while playing golf, or may be used as a model to fit golfers 
for clubs with fixed grips. 

Golf clubs have been provided with various types of 
handles, and with handles of different sizes or with dif 
ferent types of grips. However, it is difficult to change 
the size of the grip on the golf course. With this thought 
in mind this invention contemplates a golf club in which 
the diameter of the grip is changed by changing the posi 
tion of the grip on a tapered stem. 
The object of this invention is, therefore, to provide 

means for varying the diameter of the grip of a golf 
club without removing the grip from the club. 
Another important object of the invention is to pro 

vide means for changing the diameter of the grip of a 
golf club by rotating the grip on a threaded portion of 
the shaft and wherein the grip is secured in adjusted 
positions by a lock nut. - 
A further object of the invention is to provide a golf 

club in which means is provided for varying the diameter 
of the grip thereof, and in which the club is of simple 
and economical construction. 
With these and other objects and advantages in view 

the invention embodies a golf club having a tapering sec 
tion extended from the upper end of the shaft with a 
sleeve having spaced elongated slots therein positioned 
over the tapering section and also with means for secur 
ing the grip in adjusted position on said tapering section. 

Other features and advantages of the invention will 
appear from the following description taken in connec 
tion with the drawings, wherein: 
FiGURE 1 is a longitudinal section through a grip of 

a golf club handle showing a rubber sleeve positioned 
over a sleeve having longitudinally disposed slots therein 
and with the sleeve positioned over and secured on a 
tapering shank at the upper end of a shaft of a golf club. 
FIGURE 2 is an exploded view showing the grip with 

the expanding sleeve portion on the end of a shaft of 
a golf club and showing the tapering shank separated 
from the shaft. 
FIGURE 3 is an end elevational view of the grip por 

tion at the end of the golf club shaft taken on line 3-3 
of FIGURE 2 showing the gripping elements expanded. 
FIGURE 4 is a longitudinal section through the grip 

on the end of a shaft of a golf club illustrating a modifi 
cation wherein a gripping sleeve with a tapering opening 
therein is positioned over a tapering shank extended from 
the end of the shaft of a golf club. 
FIGURE 5 is an exploded view illustrating the con 

struction of the expanding handle of a golf club shown 
in FIGURE 4. 
FIGURE 6 is a cross section through the handle or 

grip of a golf club shown in FIGURE 4 being taken on 
line 6-6 of FIGURE 4. 
FIGURE 7 is a cross section through the lock nut and 

ferrule of the expanding handle of the golf club being 
taken on line 7-7 of FIGURE 4. 

Referring in detail to the drawings, and more partic 
ularly to FIGURES 1, 2 and 3 of the drawings, there is 
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shown a portion of a golf club which includes a shaft 10 
that is provided with a threaded socket 11, and the nu 
meral 12 indicates a tapering insert which has a head 13 
on the upper end thereof. An annular recess 32 is ar 
ranged in the head 13, for a purpose to be later described. 
As shown in the drawings the insert 12 is provided 

with a threaded stud 14 which threadedly engages the 
socket E. A tubular section 17 is integral with the shaft 
10, and the tubular section 17 is provided with a plu 
rality of longitudinally extending slots 18 therein, and the 
numeral 15 indicates a tubular sleeve made of a suitable 
resilient material such as a suitable plastic or rubber 
like substance, and the sleeve 15 has a plurality of longi 
tudinally extending slots i6 which register with the slots 
8 of the tubular section 7. The sleeve 15 which is 
made of resilient material may be suitably bonded to the 
section 17. These previously described slots define there 
between elongated strips which are adapted to be engaged 
or received in the annular recess 32 in the head 13, as for 
example as shown in FIGURE 1. The diameter of the 
shaft 10 is increased or enlarged in the vicinity of the 
point indicated by the numeral 35 so as to provide an 
enlarged tubular portion 36 that merges into the section 
17 of the grip. 

ttention is now directed to FIGURES 4, 5, 6 and 7 
of the drawings wherein there is illustrated an alterna 
tive or modified hand grip for a golf club wherein the 
numeral 19 indicates a shaft which has spaced apart 
threaded sections 20 and 21 thereon, and the shaft in 
cludes an integral tapered shank portion 22, and a plu 
rality of spaced parallel collars 23 are secured to or 
formed integral with the shank portion 22. 
The numeral 24 indicates a tubular handle which is 

adapted to be made of a suitable resilient material, and 
the handle 24 is provided with a plurality of spaced apart 
elongated slots 25, and there is provided within the han 
dle 24 a tapered bore or opening 26 for receiving therein 
the shank portion and collars, as for example as shown 
in FGURE 4. 
The numeral 27 indicates a ferrule which is affixed to 

an end of the handle 24, and the ferrule 27 includes an 
end portion 39 that has splines 29 thereon, and the nu 
meral 31 indicates a lock nut which is adapted to abut 
and engage a ring member 28 when the parts are in the 
assembled position of FIGURE 4, so that with the lock 
nut 3 arranged in threaded engagement with the 
threaded section 20 of the shaft 19, the parts will be 
locked or maintained immobile in their desired adjusted 
position. 
One end of the handle 24 is closed as at 37, and the 

opposite end of the handle 24 is open and there is pro 
vided an annular recess 38 adjacent the open end portion 
of the handle 24 whereby a reduced diameter end por 
tion 39 of the ferrule 27 can be received and secured 
within the recess 38. The ferrule 27 includes an in 
ternally threaded portion 40 for threadedly engaging the 
threaded section 21 when the parts are in the assembled 
position of FIGURE 4. The ring member 28 includes 
internal splines or ribs 4i for interengagement with and 
coaction with the splines 29 of the end portion 30 of 
the ferrule 27. 
From the foregoing, it will be seen that there has been 

provided an adjustable hand grip for a golf club, and 
with the parts arranged as shown in FIGURES 1, 2 and 
3 for example, it will be noted that the diameter of the 
hand gripping portion can be varied or regulated or 
changed by turning the head 13 which will cause or re 
sult in corresponding turning or rotation of the insert 
12 whereby the stud 14 will be threaded into or out of 
the socket 11, and since the insert A2 has a tapering for 
mation, this movement will cause expansion or contrac 
tion of the strips defined between the slots 16 and 18 so 
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that the diameter of the hand gripping portion can be 
properly adjusted in order to permit the user to have the 
diameter of the hand gripping portion properly located 
or arranged. The annular recess 32 in the head 13 is 
adapted to receive therein end portions of elongated strips 
defined between the slots so that these strips will be held 
in their proper position during the adjustment thereof. 
The interengagement of the stud 4 with the threaded 
socket i helps provide a locking arrangement so as to 
minimize accidental movement of the parts from their 
desired adjusted position. 

In the modification of FIGURES 4 through 7, the 
hand grip is also adapted to be readily manually adjusted 
so that the diameter of the handle 24 can be changed or 
varied as desired. Thus, the handle 24 includes the bore 
or opening 26 which has a tapered formation so that the 
portion of the bore 26 contiguous to the closed end 37 
is of less diameter or less size than the opposite end por 
tion of the bore 26, whereby as the shank portion 22 
with the collar 23 is moved into the tapering bore 26, 
the handle 24 can be expanded to the desired size. Since 
the handle 24 is made of a resilient material, it will be 
seen that as the shank portion 22 with the collars 23 
moves outwardly or withdraws from the bore 26, the 
handle 24 will have a tendency to contract due to the in 
herent resiliency of the handle 24, and as shown in 
FIGURE 4 the element such as the lock nut 31 and as 
sociated parts provide a means whereby with the han 
dle 24 adjusted to the desired location, the parts can be 
locked so as to be maintained or retained immobile in 
their desired position. The lock nut 31 is adapted to 
threadedly engage the threaded section 26 of the shaft 
19, and the ferrule 27 is adapted to have its internal 
threads 41 engage the threaded section 21, while the 
internal splines 4 of the ring member 28 engage the 
splines 29 of the end portion 30 of the ferrule 27 so that 

the parts in order to retain the various elements station 
ary in their adjusted positions. 
When the device of FIGURES 1, 2 and 3 is being 
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initially assembled, the strips can be squeezed together 
in order to initially insert the end portions of the strips 
in the annular recess 32. The stud 14 is arranged in 
threaded engagement with the socket 1 so that by man 
ually turning the head 3 in one direction, the tapering 
shank 12 will cause expansion of the elongated strips in 
order to increase the diameter of the hand grip, while by 
turning the head 13 in the opposite direction, the diam 
eter of the hand grip can be decreased or reduced. 

It will be understood that other modifications may be 
made in the design and arrangement of the parts with 
out departing from the spirit of the invention. 
What is claimed is: 
In a golf club, a shaft having a threaded socket, a 

tapering insert having a head on its upper end, there be 
ing an annular recess in said head, said insert having a 
threaded stud engaging said socket, a tubular section in 
tegral with said shaft and said tubular section having a 
plurality of longitudinally extending slots therein, and a 
sleeve of resilient material positioned over said tubular 
section and said sleeve having a plurality of longitudinal 
ly extending slots therein which register with the slots 
in said tubular section, and said slots defining therebie 
tween elongated strips which are adapted to have their 
end portions engaging the recess in said head. 
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