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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, HENRY ZOPFI, a citizen
of the United States, residing at Monroe, in
the county of Green, in the State of Wiscon-
sin, have invented a new and useful Improve-
mentin Clipsfor Ax-Handles, of which the fol-
lowing is a specification, reference being had
to the drawings forming a part of this appli-
cation. .

In the drawings, Figure I is a side view of
an ax-handle. Fig. II is a side and Fig. III
a bottom view of my clip. Fig. IV shows the
securing-rivets. Figs. V and VI are side
views and cross-sections, respectively, of an
ax and ax-handle embodying my invention.

As a means of strengthening the ax-handle
A, I provide the clip B, which is a piece of

metal fitted to the outside of the ax-handle

and shaped and proportioned to form asmooth
surface without lateral projection beyond the
sides of the ax-handle, while at its forward
end it is let into the ax-handle sufficiently to
enable the forward end of the clip to enter
the eye of the head for about one inch, the
handle being slightly and gradually recessed,
as at b, for this purpose, the clip lying from
o t0 b of the handle, as shown in Fig. I. 1 se-
curethisclipand at the same time strengthen
the handle against splitting at this point by
rivets D D passing through the clip and
through the depth of the handle and headed
at each end.

As is well known, in the ordinary use of an
ax there is great wear on the handle imme-
diately adjacent to the head, and when by ac-

. cident the handle strikes instead of the edge

of the ax, as when the workman overreaches

the wood to be slit, the handle often splits.
My elip not only receives the force of the blow
in such a case, but the rivets prevent such
splitting of the handle. In this respect my
deviceoperatesdifferently from what it would
if the clip were merely secured by a screw.
Also my clip is much less expensive than one
in which there is a ring or ferrule on the
clip for embracing the handle, while for most
purposes I hold it fully as satisfactory. Fur-
thermore, my clip can easily be retightened,
which eannot. be done with a ring or ferrule
in case the handle shrinks. The projection
of the clip info the eye of the ax also assists
in securing the clip to the handle, while the
recessing of the ax is so small and at such a
point as to have no material effect in weaken-
ing the handle.

I claim—

In an ax, the combination with the handle
of a strengthening-clip of the width of the
lower edge of the handle placed on the under
side thereof and with its forward end only
slightly set in and fitting within the eye of
the head to help secure the clip and rivet§
passing through the clip and entirely through
the depth of the handle, not only securing
theformer but also serving to prevent the lat-
ter from splitting.,

In festimony that I elaim the foregoing as
my invention I have signed my name in pres-
ence of two subscribing witnesses.

HENRY ZOPKL

Witnesses:
GABRIEL ZOPFI,
CLEMENT ZOPHY.
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