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Be it known that I, JACQUES A. ISNER, a 
citizen of the United States, and resident of 
New York city, borough of Manhattan, in 
the county of New York and State of New 
York, have invented certain new and useful 
Improvements in Theater-Stages, of which 
the following is a specification. 
The object of my invention is to provide 

movable stages, Supplementary to the main 
or ordinary stages, in theaters or other pub 
lic buildings having stages, which may be 
brought into use when desired and placed 
out of use at other times in a quick and 
ready manner, and which will not interfere 
materially with the customary use of the 
space in front of the main stage. 
In carrying out my invention I provide in 

front of the main or ordinary stage a mov 
able stage or platform and supports for the 
latter substantially in alinement with the 
floor of the main stage and in front thereof 
and of its footlights, locating the same in 
position to be extended over the seats for 
the musicians or orchestra. By this means 
my improved supplemental stage or plat 
form may be brought into use at Such times 
as the curtain is down, as when Scenery is 
being shifted, so that actors and the like 
may, upon the Supplementary, stage, enter 
tain the audience, Without customary inter 
ruption usually entailed when the curtain 
is down. 
My invention also comprises novel details 

of improvement and combinations of parts 
that will be more fully hereinafter set forth 
and then pointed out in the claims. 

Reference is to be had to the accompany 
ing drawings forming part hereof, wherein, 

Figure 1 is a partially sectional plan view 
of a portion of a theater stage provided with 
my improvements; Fig. 2 is a longitudinal 
section through my improved movable or 
Supplementary stage, and Fig. 3 is an en 
larged section on the line 3, 3, in Fig. 2. 

Similar numerals of reference indicate 
corresponding parts in the several views. 
The numeral 1 indicates, generally, the 

ordinary or main stage in a theater or other 
building upon which performances, etc., are 
given. In front of stage 1, and approxi 
mately in the location where the seats 2 for 
the musicians are located, I provide my im 
proved movable or Supplementary Stage lo 
cated just outside of the footlights. The 
seats 2 are omitted in Figs. 2 and 3. My 

improved stage comprises a pair of parallel 
endless chains, belts or the like 3, having 
attached thereto boards 4, by any suitable 
or well known means, which chains are 
shown passing over. Sprocket wheels 5 suit 
ably spaced apart. 
are supported by shafts 6 shown extending 
at right angles to stage 1 and journaled in 
suitable bearings. The inner ends of upper 
shafts 6 are shown supported in bearings 7 
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The sprocket wheels 5 
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hung from the stage, and the lower shafts 
in bearings 8 at the floor, while the outer 
ends of shafts 6 are supported in bearings 
9, 10 that are carried by uprights 11 secured 
upon the main floor in any Suitable manner, 
the uprights 11 being firmly braced at their 
upper ends by a beam or the like 12. Suit 
able guides 13, 14 are provided to receive 
the ends of the boards 4 that project beyond 
chains 3, for which purpose I have shown 
angle irons or beams, the guide 13 being Se 
cured along the front edge of the stage and 
the guide 14 supported by posts 11, as by be 
ing secured upon beam 12. The lower 
sprockets 5 project through the holes in the 
floor 1 at the musicians' stand or orchestra, 
so that the chains and boards 4 may pass 
under floor 1 out of the way when not in 
use. Any suitable means may be provided 
for operating the movable stage. I have 

70 

75 

80 

85 

shown one of the shafts 6 provided with a 
gear 15 operated by a pinion 16 on a shaft 
17 which may be turned by a crank 18, or by 
a motor, or in other suitable manner. m 
My improved movable stage may be of 

any suitable length relatively to the front 
portion of the main stage 1, and may pro 
ject outwardly any desired distance. When 
the movable or supplementary stage is not 
to be used the chains are operated to conceal 
the boards 4 beneath floor 1 so that the mu 
sicians may occupy their seats in customary 
manner, but when the movable or supple 
mentary stage is to be used the same is op 
erated so that the boards 4 pass along the 
guides or supports 13, 14, as in dotted lines 
in Fig. 3, and thus fill up the space in front 
of main stage at or on a substantial level 
therewith over the musicians' seats. One or 
more actors may then perform upon the 
movable stage while the curtain of the main 
stage is lowered, or otherwise, and the mov 
able stage will be securely held and main 
tained in position since the angle iron guides 
13, 14 not only support boards 4 but limit 
longitudinal motion thereof. There is little 

90 

95 

OO 

105 

O 



O 

5 

20 

25 

30 

35 

40 

45 

50 

60 

9. 

visual obstruction to the ordinary use of the 
main stage, since the uprights 11, guide 14 
and sprocket wheels are more or less in 
skeleton form, and may be painted or em 
bellished in any desired manner. 
The advantage of my improvements is 

that the movable or supplementary stage 
does not interfere with the use of the ordi 
nary stage, since the boards 4 may be re 
moved when the main stage is to be used, 
and the audience may be entertained by the 
actors upon the movable stage when scenes 
are shifted, and thereby the customary Wait 
ing entailed upon the audience at such times 
may be avoided. It will be apparent that 
the actors may step from the main stage to 
the movable or supplementary stage, or vice 
versa, in front of the curtain when that is 
lowered, without requiring special steps or 
means leading to the movable stage or plat 
form. 
While I have shown a practical embodi 

ment of my invention, it will be understood 
that changes may be made in the arrange 
ments set forth, within the scope of the ap 
pended claims, without departing from the 
spirit of my invention. I have used the term 
“boards' as meaning any suitable floor ca 
pable of being carried by the endless connec 
tions 3. 
Having now described my invention what 

I claim is:- 
1. The combination of a main stage. 

with a supplementary stage, means in front 
of the main stage movably supporting the 
supplementary stage, and means for operat 
ing said movable stage. 

2. The combination of a main stage, 
with a movable stage located in front of the 
main stage, means below the level of and in 
front of the first named stage for movably 
Supporting the second named stage, and 
means for operating said movable stage. 

3. The combination of a main stage, a 
plurality of endless connections in front 
thereof, means movably supporting said 
connections, and boards carried by said 
connections extending outwardly relatively 
to the main stage. 

4. The combination of a main stage, and 
a plurality of endless connections in front 
thereof, means movably supporting said 
connections, boards carried by said connec 
tions extending outwardly relatively to the 
main stage, and supports located in front 
of the main stage for supporting said boards 
substantially in line therewith. 

5. The combination of a main stage, a 
plurality of endless connections located in 
front thereof, boards attached to said con 
nections extending outwardly in front of 
the main stage, rotative members in front of 
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the main stage supporting said connections, 
and means for operating said members. 

6. The combination of a main stage, a 
plurality of endless connections located in 
front thereof, boards attached to said con 
nections extending outwardly in front of 
the main stage, rotative members in front 
of the main stage supporting said connec 
tions, means for operating said members, 
and supports spaced apart and extending 
parallel with the front of the main stage 
to support the ends of said boards. 

7. The combination of a main stage, up 
rights in front of and spaced therefrom, 
shafts Supported upon said uprights and 
extending outwardly from the main stage, 
sprockets carried by said shafts, endless 
connections carried by said sprockets, and 
boards carried by said connections and ex 
tending outwardly in front of the stage. 

8. The combination of a main stage, up 
rights in front of and spaced therefrom, 
shafts supported upon said uprights and 
extending outwardly from the main stage, 
sprockets carried by said shafts, endless 
connections carried by said sprockets, 
boards carried by said connections and ex 
tending outwardly in front of the stage, and 
parallel supports spaced apart in front of 
the main stage above the sprockets to receive 
the ends of the boards. 

9. The combination of a main stage, up 
rights in front of and spaced therefrom, 
shafts supported upon said uprights and ex 
tending outwardly from the main stage, 
sprockets carried by Said shafts, endless con 
nections carried by said sprockets, boards 
carried by said connections and extending 
outwardly in front of the stage, and a floor 
in front of the main stage having openings 
through which said sprockets project to per 
mit the passage of Said boards beneath said 
floor. 

10. The combination of a main stage, 
angle supports spaced apart and extending 
allong the front of said stage, rotative mem 
bers beneath said supports, means for rota 
tively supporting said members, endless con 
nections passing over said members, and 
boards carried by said endless connections 
and extending outwardly from the main 
stage, the ends of said boards projecting be 
yond said connections to rest upon said Sup 
ports and abut the side members thereof. 
Signed at New York city, in the county of 

New York, and State of New York, this 
1st day of May, A. D. 1911. 

JACQUES A. ISNER. 
Witnesses: 

T. F. BoURNE, 
HERMAN HERST. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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