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(57) Abstract

An apparatus for use as a catheter, a guidewire, a catheter

sheath for use with catheter introducers or a drug infusion cathe-

ter/guidewire. The apparatus (20) including a flexible metallic tubular member (22) with an encasing (26) covering the tubular
member that creates a fluid-tight seal around the periphery of the tubular member. In one embodiment, the tubular member can
be a coiled metallic hypotube design. This coiled design can include either a single filament or multi-filament wire wrap. In a sec-

ond embodiment, the flexible tubular member can be formed by
low thin-walled metal tube at predetermined spacings, depth an

cutting a predetermined configuration of slots into a single hol-
d patterns.
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