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Box CoNSTRUCTION 
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This invention relates to improvements in 
box construction, and more particularly to 
an improved construction for ornamental 
gift boxes for confections, stationery, play 
ing cards and the like, and resembling a 
nicely bound book when closed. 

Boxes of this character are preferably 
made in faithful reproduction of the book 
binding art, to the extent that the cover is 
made of the same materials and in the same 
manner as that for a cloth or leather bound 
book, while the container is a hollow box-like 
receptacle included within the cover and 
having its outer surfaces grooved and fin 
ished to resemble the cut edges of a book. 
The receptacle is preferably of wood and 
the problem of applying or binding the 
cover to the container has heretofore been 
a troublesome one on account of the absence 
of a satisfactory method of assembly other 
than the use of glue and nails, with the 
result that the container would either be 
flimsy and readily broken, or its construction 
Such as to detract from its appearance as a 
book. 
The object of the present invention is, 

therefore, to provide a novel construction for 
containers of the character described, which 
not only simplifies the assembly, but pro 
vides a more substantial article and perfect 
imitation of a book. ... 
The novel features of the invention are 

disclosed in the accompanying drawings in 
which . . . 

Figure 1 is a perspective view of the box. 
Figure 2 is a view in cross section through 

the box, with the top cover partially raised. 
Figure 3 is a perspective view of the box 

in open position and showing the fly leaf. 
Figure 4 is a perspective view of the cover 

prior to assembly. - - 
Figure 5 is a perspective view of the re 

ceptacle and back-bone strip parted from 
each other. ...- 

Figure 6 is a perspective view of the cover, 
receptacle and back-bone partially assem 
bled, and . . . . 

Figure 7 is an enlarged view in cross Sec 
tion through the back portion of the assem 
bled box. 

1930. Serial No. 454,579. 

As heretofore indicated, the covering of 
the box consists of a suitably colored and 
ornamented cover 1 made in the same man 
ner as a book cover would be made in a 
bindery, namely, with a front and a back 
section 1a and 1b of a stiff cardboard foun 
dation, and a thin and more flexible back 
Section 16, the outer covering of cloth or 
other prepared covering material being car 

* {} ried throughout all sections in the usual 
manner. Within the cover is a receptacle or 
shallow container 2 preferably made of rela 
tively thin pieces of wood joined or nortised 
together at their ends to form a rectangular 
frame. The top and bottom of the wood 
frame are open, although a sheet of card 
board 3 is 
thereof. 
In the assembled box the upper cover sec 

preferably applied to the bottom 

tion 1a forms a hinged lid, while the lower 
Section 1b is fixed to the bottom wall of the 
container. Moreover, three sides or walls 
of the container are exposed, namely, the 
front wall 2a, and the shorter end walls 2b, 
2b, the surfaces of these being treated as by 
grooving to resemble the edges of the con 
tents of a book. About the three sides of 
the container the edges of the cover sections 
project a short distance, while the fourth 
or back edge is covered by the back cover 
Section 16 and rounded as in a book. 
Now, between the back or concealed wall 

26 of the container and the back section 16 
of the cover is a strip 

held between said back wall 2d of the re 
ceptacle and the back cover section 1a in 
such manner that it is entirely invisible 
from the exterior, moreover the outer sur- 90 
face of the back-bone is rounded to provide 
a foundation for the flexible back section of 
the cover. 
At this point it may be stated that here 

tofore the practice has been to nail or tack 
the back-bone to the back wall of the con 
tainer frame, with its ends flush with the 
side or end walls, with the result that the 
nails invariably pulled out and it was quite 
impossible to conceal the joints between the 

or block of wood 4 
termed a “back-bone', which is inserted and 
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ends of the back-bone and the rear edges of 
the end walls. 
Now in the improved construction, it will 

be observed that the end walls 2b, 2b are ex 
tended rearwardly at 5, 5 beyond the back 
wall 26, and their edges rounded to conform 
to the rounding of the back cover section 
as well as that of the back-bone 4 which ex 
tends between these extensions 5, 5, and has 
tongue and groove connection at its ends 
therewith. Thus as shown in Figure 5, the 
extensions 5, 5 are provided with transverse 
grooves 50, 5d extending across the ends of 
the back wall 26. 
Thus as shown in Figure 5, there are 

formed in the inner faces of extended ends 
5, 5 of the walls 2a, 2a, transverse grooves 
5a, 5a preferably formed by cutting the 
mortise grooves for the joints with the back 
wall 2b slightly wider than the thickness of 
said back wall. At each end of the back 
bone 4 are tongues 4a, 4a extending along 
the inner or straight edges thereof, and com 
plementing the grooves in the extended end 
wall portions of the receptacle. 
Thus assuming that the receptacle has 

been completed but not assembled with the 
cover, it is apparent that the back-bone can 
be inserted into the space along the back 
wall and between the extended ends 5, 5 by 
sliding it in place edgewise with the tongues 
4a, 4a engaging the grooves 5a, 5a. In this 
manner the back-bone is secured to the re 
ceptacle without the use of nails, and its 
ends are entirely concealed by the extended 
ends of the side walls. 
Now, in applying the cover to the re 

ceptacle it is not essential that the bottom 
cover be loose, so the preferable method is to 
glue it directly to the bottom of the re 
ceptacle which has its bottom wall 3 of 
cardboard previously glued around its lower 
edges. The back section is also glued to the 
rounded surface of the back-bone, thus leav 
ing the top cover free to swing as a lid for 
the receptacle. 

But as in the case of a bound book, it is 
not sufficient to merely glue the back-sec 
tion of the cover, inasmuch as additional re 
inforcement is necessary along the hinged 
edge of the cover. Thus a strip of fabric 6 
Such as muslin is glued along one of its edges 
to the inside face of the back-bone 4 before 
the latter is inserted in place, so that when 
the container and back-bone have been as 
sembled and the cover partially applied, 
there is a loose flap 6a, projecting from be 
tween the rear edge of the back-bone and 
the back wall of the container and lying 
adjacent the hinged edge of the top cover 
section as shown in Figure 6. This flat is 
then glued to the inside of the top cover 
Section adjacent the hinged edge and the 
usual inside covering-sheet 7 applied. 
If desired, a sheet or leaf 8 may be in 
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serted between the hinged top cover section 
and the receptacle, the same being glued to 
the outer face of the rear wall 26 before the 
back-bone is inserted. Moreover, this leaf 
is provided with a series of diagonally cut 
slits or slots 8a, into which the corners of a 
card 9 may be inserted, the same bearing a 
picture or sentiment appropriate to the per 
son or occasion of the gift contents of the 
box. 
Having set forth a preferred embodiment 

of our invention, we claim: 
1. A container comprising a rectangular 

frame having relatively thin upright Walls, 
and a cover for said frame including hinged 
top, bottom and back sections covering the 
top, bottom and one side of said frame, the 
walls of said frame at right angles to Said 
back section being extended beyond the wall 
parallel there with, and a back-bone strip in 
sertable between the extended ends of Said 
walls and having tongue and groove con 
nection at its ends there with. 

2. A container comprising a rectangular 
frame having upright walls, and a covering 
for said fraine including top and bottom 
sections and a back section having hinged 
connection with one of said top and bottom 
sections, the walls of said frame at right an 
gles to said back section being extended be 
yond the wall parallel therewith, a back 
bone strip insertable between the extended 
ends of said walls and having tongue and 
groove connection at its ends with the inner 
faces thereof, and a web of reinforcing fak 
ric secured to said back-bone strip and Se 
cured along its free edge to the adjacent 
cover section along its hinged edge. 

3. A container comprising a frame having 
walls joined at their ends, one of the oppo 
site pairs of walls being extended at one of 
their ends beyond the adjacent transverse 
wall, a back-bone fitting into the space be 
tween said extended end portions and hav 
ing tongue and groove connection at its ends 
therewith, a cover consisting of top and bot 
tom sections and a back section having 
hinged connection with said top and bottom 
cover members and applied over said back 
bone, and a strip of reinforcing material 
having one edge secured between said back 
bone strip and the adjacent Wall of said 
frame and secured at its free edge to the top 
cover section adjacent its hinged edge. 

4. A container comprising a frame having 
walls joined at their ends, one of the oppo 
site pairs of Walls being extended at one of 
their ends beyond the adjacent transverse 
wall, a block fitting into the space between 
said extended end portions and having 
tongue and groove connection at its ends 
therewith, top and bottom cover members 
for said frame, an intermediate cover mem 
ber having hinged connection with said top 
and bottom cover members, and adapted to 
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be glued to the outer face of said block, and 
a strip of reinforcing material glued to the 
inner face of said block and having a free 
marginal portion and adapted to be secured 
to the upper cover member adjacent its hinged edge. 

5. A container of book form, comprising 
a rectangular frame of upright walls, in 
cluded between a cover of stiff top and bot 
tom sections and a flexible back section, said 
top section being hinged to form a lid, and 
said back section extending over one wall 
of said frame, the walls at right angles to the 
covered wall being extended therebeyond 
and terminating in rounded edges, and a 
back-bone strip adapted to be inserted edge 
wise into the space between said extended 
wall portions and having tongues at each 
end adapted to engage transverse grooves 
in the inner faces of the same, and a strip 
of reinforcing material having one edge se 
cured to the inner face of said back-bone 
strip and its free edge adapted to be fas 
tened to said top cover section adjacent its hinged edge. 

6. A container of book form, comprising 
a rectangular frame of upright walls, in 
cluded between a cover of stiff top and bot 
tom sections and a flexible back section, said 
top section being hinged to form a lid, and 
said back section extending over one wall 
of said frame, the walls at right angles to 
said cover wall being extended therebeyond 
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and terminating in rounded edges, a back 
bone strip adapted to be inserted edgewise 
into the space between said extended end 
portion and having tongue and groove con 
nection at each end therewith, and a cover 
leaf for the top of said frame having an 
edge secured between said back-bone strip 
and the adjacent wall of said frame. 
Signed at Chicago, Illinois, this 20th day 

of May, A. D. 1930. 
PHILIP W. SPINNER. 
ISIDORE SPINNER. 


