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Our invention relates to electric lamps and
similar devices, and more particularly to the base
portions of such devices. The principal object of
our invention is to provide a base which does not

5 require cementing to the bulb of the lamp or other
device. According to our invention a contact

- carrying -insulating cap is provided which is fric-
tionally held by the neck portions of the bulb.
The latter is. preferably shaped to engage a re-

carried by the socket. Other features and advan-
tages of our invention will appear from the follow-
ing description of a species thereof and from the
accompanying drawing.

base construction of our invention; Fig. 2 is a ver-
tical section through a portion thereof; and Fig. 3
is a perspective view of the base cap.

‘The lamp of our invention comprises, as illus-
trated, an enclosing bulb 10 within which is
- mounted a filament 11 which is attached to lead-
ing-in wires 12 and 13 and which is supported
by wires 14 extending from stem arbor 15. The
stem 16 to: which said arbor is attached is pro-
vided with an outwardly extending flange 17
which is sealed.to the bulb neck and with a tube

18 which is sealed off after the bulb has been:

_ either exhausted or gas filled.. The outwardly
30 extending . end of leading-in wire 12 passes
through the hollowed out interior of a cap 19 to
a metal insert 20 in the end thereof to which it is
soldered and the corresponding end of leading-in
wire 13 passes between the cap and the hollow
interior of the stem to a position between metal
insert 21 in the cap and stem flange 17. Both

[
]

metal inserts 20 and 21 are molded into the cap

which is made from an insulating material such
as hard rubber. The cap is fastened to the bulb
10 preferably by a plurality of fingers 22 and 23
which fit into correspondingly shaped depressions
in the neck of the bulb and over protuberances 24
therein. The fingers are resilient and tend to
spring ‘inward so that they hold the cap very
securely and prevent it from being easily turned
or pulled off. ‘The outer portion 25 of the bulb
neck between the fingers has the screw thréad
contour similar to that of the metal Edison or
screw base and is designed to engage the threads
of 8 socket. When inserted into such a socket,
electrical contact is made by the engagement of
insert 20 with the center contact of the socket and
of those portionis of the fingers 22 and 23 over
protuberances 24 with the threaded socket shell.
Should the cap 19, through rough handling,

taining element such as a screw-threaded shell

. In the drawing Fig. 1 is a perspectxve view of
an incandescent lamp embodying the improved.

shipping, etc., be displaced from the bulb so that
leading-in wire 13 does not make perfect contact

" with insert 21, these parts will be drawn together

when the lamp is screwed into place. The in-
wardly extending boss 26 transfers all side thrust 60

.received by the cap 19 to the stem 16 and also

serves to separate the leading-in wires.

What we claim as new and desire to secure by
Leiters Patent of the United States is: ,
1. In an electric lamp or similar device; ‘the- 65 .
combination of a bulb having leading-in wires -
extending from the neck portion thereof, and an -
insulating cap fitting in the end of said neck
portion and carrying side straps of resilient con- )
ductive material enga.gmg the outer surface of 70
said neck. :

2. In an electric lamp or similar- device, the
combination of a bulb having leading-in wires ex-~
tending from the neck portion thereof, and an .
insulating cap fitting in the end of said neck por- 75
tion and carrying a center contact and side straps
of resilient conductive material engaging the

‘outer surface of said neck, said center contact
‘and at least one of said side straps being electri- 80

cally connected to a leading-in wire.
- 3. In an electric lJamp or similar device, the
combination of .a bulb hayving leading-in wires

extending from the nieck portion thereof, and an

insulating cap fitting in the end of said neck por- .
tion and carrying a center contact and side straps 85’
of resilient conductive material engaging the outer .
surface of said neck, said center contact and at
least one of said side straps being electrically con- |
nected to a leading-in wire, and the ocuter surface.

_of said bulb neck being shaped to engage a retain- 90

ing element carried by a socket.

4. In an electric lamp or similar device, the
combination of a bulb having leading-in wires
extending from the neck portion thereof, and an
insulating cap fitting in the end of said neck por- 95
tion and carrying a center contact and side straps
of resilient conductive material engaging the outer -
surface of said neck, said center contact and at
least one of said side straps being electrically con~
nected to a leading-in wire, the outer surface of 100
said bulb neck being shaped to engage a retaining

‘element carried by & socket and comprismg

grooves for receiving said straps.
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