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The present invention relates to a folding stand or 

easel for portable street signs and more particularly to 
hinging and latching means for such devices. 

Portable stands for outdoor use in supporting temporary 
signs or directives must be sufficiently stable to resist the 
strongest winds likely to be encountered in service, and 
at the same time must be capable of folding flat and stack 
ing smoothly. It is also desirable that means be pro 
vided for positively preventing undesired collapse of the 
stand. It is an object of the present invention to provide a 
novel folding stand of the above type which is convenient 
to set up and to fold, and which is simple and economical 
in construction. It is another object to provide such a device incorporat 
ing a positive latching instrumentality for holding the 
stand extended, which operates automatically and is 
readily released to permit folding. 

It is another object to provide such a device in which 
the latch is noved out of operative position automati 
cally when the easel is unfolded, but thereafter falls into 
locking position to prevent collapse of the stand until the 
latch is raised manually or by inverting the stand. 

Further objects and advantages will be apparent from 
the following description taken in connection with the 
accompanying drawing, in which: 

Fig. 1 is a perspective view of a preferred form of the 
novel stand or ease in extended or operative position; 

Fig. 2 is an enlarged detail in perspective showing the 
hinged connection between the frame members of the 
stand in operative, latched position; 

Fig. 3 is an enlarged detail in side elevation of the same 
parts in folded position; and 

Fig. 4 is an elevation looking from the left in Fig. 3, 
showing the extended position of the hinged frame mem 
ber in dotted lines. 

In Fig. 1 of the drawing there is illustrated a rectangular 
frame formed of suitable material such as angle iron to 
which a slightly smaller U-shaped frame 2 is pivoted near 
its upper end in any suitable manner as by means of 
flanged rivets 3 as best shown in Figs. 2 and 3. 
The upper cross member 4 of the frame a is punched 

for the reception of link members or the like 5, 6 on which 
a sign. 7 is pivoted for display while permitting swinging 
movement to reduce wind effects. 
The U-shaped frame 2 is also formed of bars with 

angular cross section, the outer web 8 having its terminal 
edge 9 at right angles to the body of the bar while the 
inner web 10 is terminated by a bias cut 11 as best 
shown in Fig. 4. The angle (a) which this edge makes 
with the plane of the outer web is substantially the same 
as the desired angle between the two frame members when 
the stand is in operative position as shown in Fig. 1, 
whereby the surface together with the end surface of 
the web 8 form a stop to limit the extension of the frame 
by contacting the adjacent web of the main rectangular 
frame member as shown in Fig. 2. 
A latch bar 12 is pivoted at one end as indicated at 4 

to the inner web 3 of the cross bar 4 of the rectangular 
frame 1, and is retained by suitable means such as a 
cotter pin 5. The latch extends diagonally across the 
corner of said frame and traverses a slot 16 in the side 
bar of said frame, extending therefrom to provide a short 
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handle 17 for convenient manipulation. As best shown 
in Fig. 2, slot 16 is slightly divergent from and imme 
diately above the end of the web 8 of the U-shaped frame 
2 when the parts are in operative position whereby the 
latch effectively prevents the stand from being folded 
until the latch is raised manually in the slot 6 out of 
the path of said end portion. 

In utilizing the device, starting with the parts in folded 
position as shown in Fig. 3 and in full lines in Fig. 4, 
when the stand is to be set up it is merely necessary to 
Swing the U-shaped frame 2 away from the sign-holding 
frame 1 while maintaining the stand in substantially ver 
tical position. The angular surface 11 on the end of the 
arm of frame member 2 cams the latch bar 2 upwardly 
in the slot 6 until the end of the arm passes under the 
latch into the position shown in Fig. 2 and in dotted lines 
in Fig. 4. The latch bar 9 then falls into locking posi 
tion and the stand is securely held in operative position. 
The stand may be conveniently folded merely by grasp 

ing the top bar 4 of the rectangular frame and raising the 
latch 12 by its handle 7. The stand then collapses with 
the U-shaped frame 2 nesting within the rectangular 
frame 4 so as to provide a smooth surface well adapted 
for convenient storage or stacking. 

Although but one form of the invention has been shown 
and described in detail it will be understood that changes 
may be made in the design and arrangement of the parts 
without departing from the spirit of the invention. 
We claim: 
1. In a folding stand for portable street signs, a rec 

tangular frame, a U-shaped frame pivoted to the first 
frame near one end, the ends of the U-shaped frame 
extending beyond the pivotal connection, and a latch bar 
pivoted at one end to a horizontal member of the first 
frame, having a sliding bearing permitting vertical move 
ment in a vertical member thereof, and so located as to 
be movable in said sliding bearing to a position to engage 
said extended portion of the U-frame and hold the U 
frame in angular relation to the rectangular frame; in 
which the pivoted ends of the U-frame are bevelled to 
provide surfaces adapted to engage opposed surfaces of 
the rectangular frame and limit the relative angular move 
ment of the frames; in which further the bevelled surface 
of the end of the U-frame adjacent the latch serves to 
move the latch out of locking position during the opening 
of the stand, and permits the latch to fall into locking 
position back of said end when the stand is fully opened. 

2. In a folding stand for portable street signs, a rec 
tangular frame, a U-shaped frame pivoted to the first 
frame near one end, the ends of the U-shaped frame 
extending beyond the pivotal connection, and a latch bar 
pivoted at one end to a horizontal member of the first 
frame, having a sliding bearing permitting vertical move 
ment in a vertical member thereof, and so located as to 
be movable in said sliding bearing to a position to engage 
said extended portion of the U-frame and hold the U 
frame in angular relation to the rectangular frame; in 
which the sliding bearing for the latch is provided by a 
slot in the vertical member of the rectangular frame to 
which the adjacent end of the U-frame is pivoted, said 
slot extending in slightly divergent relation to the U-frame 
when the stand is in fully opened position. 

3. A folding stand as set forth in claim 2 in which the 
latch bar projects through said slot to provide a release 
handle. 
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