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United States Patent Office 2,831,741 
Patiented Apr. 22, 1958 

2,831,741 
FOLDING TTABLE 

Kermit H. Wilson, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Continuation of application Serial No. 628,647, Novem 

ber 6, 1956. This application October 25, 1957, Serial 
No. 692965 

9 Claims. (C. 3-92) 

My invention relates generally to table structures; and, 
imore particularly, it relates to tables which are easily 
folded and are portable when folded. This is a con 
tinuation of my copending application, Serial No. 620,647, 
filed November 6, 1956, entitled “Folding Table,” now 
abandoned. 
My invention relates to a table structure similar to 

that disclosed and claimed in my United States Patent 
No. 2,747,958, issued May 29, 1956, and entitled “Fold 
ing Sectional Table'; and an object of my invention is 
to provide a table structure which will accomplish the 
functions of my aforementioned patented table but which 
at the same time will be a lower cost structure. Thus, 
it is an important object of my invention to provide a 
novel and improved table structure which is smoothly 
and instantly folded or unfolded between an operative 
position and a compact storage position, which is highly 
stable in its operative position yet completely portable 
in its folded position, and which is cheaper and easier 
to manufacture than any similar table now known to 
I. 

It is another object of my invention to provide a lower 
cost, commercially desirable, high quality table which 
is rugged in construction, durable in use, and simply 
and safely operated. 
A further object of my invention is to provide a table 

of the type described which has the table top sections 
adjustably hinged together to allow minimum safety for 
handling by children; whereby, at one position of the 
adjustable hinge connection between the table top sec 
tions, the table structure is completely pinch proof, and 
at another position of the adjustable hinge connection, 
the table sections closely adjoin one another. 
The above and other objects and advantages of my 

invention will become apparent in the course of the 
following specification and claims, reference being made 
to the drawings wherein: 

Fig. 1 is a view in top plan of my novel and improved 
table structure, some parts being broken away and some 
parts being shown in section; 

Fig. 2 is a view in side elevation of the structure shown 
in Fig. 1; 

Fig. 3 is a view in side elevation of my novel and im 
proved table structure showing it in a position inter 
mediate its operative position and its folded storage posi 
tion; 

Fig. 4 is a view in side elevation of my table struc 
ture showing it in its folded storage position; 

Fig. 5 is a view in end elevation, with some parts 
broken away, of the structure shown in Fig. 2; 

Fig. 6 is an enlarged fragmentary view in side eleva 
tion, some parts being broken away and some parts be 
ing shown in section, of a portion of the structure of 
Fig. 5; 

Fig. 7 is an enlarged fragmentary view, partly in ver 
tical section and partly in side elevation, taken on the 
line 7-7 of Fig. 1, showing one position of the ad 
justable hinge connection of my invention; - 
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2 
Fig. 8 is a view similar to Fig. 7 but showing a sec 

ond position of the adjustable hinge connection of my 
table structure; 

Fig. 9 is an enlarged fragmentary view, partly in ver 
tical section and partly in elevation, taken on the line 
9-9 of Fig. 5; and 

Fig. 10 is a view similar to Fig. 9 but showing a modi 
fication of these elements of my table structure. 

Referring more particularly to the drawings, wherein 
like parts will be indicated by the same numeral, my 
novel and improved table structure has a table top com 
prising a pair of like, longitudinally-extending, generally 
rectangular table top sections 15 and 16 which may be 
formed of any suitable material, such as wood, metal or 
the like. A pair of U-shaped frame members 17 and 
18 of structural metal, which may be angle iron, chan 
nel shaped or the like, are each rigidly anchored, by 
screws or the like, to the underside of a different one of 
the table top sections 15 and 6. To further aid in 
mounting table top sections 15 and 16, I provide a pair 
of longitudinally-extended, angle iron mounting strips 19 
and 26, each adjacent the inner end of a different one of 
the table top sections i5 and 16. Referring to the detail 
of Fig. 7, mounting strips 19 and 20 each have a flange 
portion 21 which is parallel to and overlies its respective 
top section, 5 or 16, and a depending flange portion 22 
which abuts the inner edge of its respective table top 
section 5 or 16, and which projects below its respec 
tive table top section to extend between the free ends 
of its associated U-shaped frame member, 17 or 18. 
Mounting strips 19 and 20 are anchored in position by 
being welded to frame members 7 and 88, respectively; 
and table top sections 15 and 16 may be mounted by 
first sliding the inner end of each thereof under the flange 
21 and into engagement with the flange 22 of its respec 
tive mounting strips, 9 or 26, and then each of the table 
top sections 5 or 6 is then connected to its respective 
mounting frame, 17 or 18. 

Associated with and extending longitudinally of each 
of the table top sections 15 and 16 are a pair of laterally 
spaced mounting bars 23, preferably formed of angle 
iron, each of which is rigidly connected, by welding or 
the like, at one end to the transverse central portion of 
its associated U-shaped frame member 17 or 18 and at 
its other end to the associated mounting strip 9 or 20. 
The normally horizontal flange portion 24 of each of the 
mounting bars 23 abuts the underside of its associated 
table top section, 15 or 16, and may be connected there 
to by screws or the like; and the depending normally 
vertical flange portion 25 forms a mounting flange which 
will be mentioned further subsequently. - 

I provide a hinge means for pivotally connecting adja 
cent inner ends of table top sections 5 and 6 which 
comprises two pair of L-shaped rigid hinge elements 
26 and 27. The two rigid hinge elements 26 are rigidly 
anchored to mounting strip 20, by welding or the like, 
in laterally spaced relationship, each laterally outwardly 
of a different one of the mounting bars 23 but inwardly of 
the lateral edges of its associated table top section 16. 
The two hinge elements 27 are similarly anchored to 
mounting strip 19, each being disposed in adjacent side 
by side relationship with a different one of the hinge 
elements 26. In addition, rigid struts 27a anchored by 
welding or the like, each at one end to a different one 
of the hinge elements 26 and 27 and at the other end 
to a different one of the mounting bars 23, aid in sup-. 
porting hinge elements 26 and 27. Each of the hinge 
elements 26 and 27 have a portion, identified by the nu 
meral 28 with respect to hinge elements, 26 and by the 
numeral 29 with respect to hinge elements 27, which is dis 
posed below its respecting mounting strip 9 or 26 and 
projects longitudinally outwardly of its respective top 
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Section 15 or 16. Hinge element portions 28 and 29 are 
disposed generally vertically and each projects generally 
parallel to its respective top section 15 or 16; and each 
have a pair of spaced apertures 30 and 3 formed therein 
which likewise are disposed in planes parallel to the top 
Section, 15 or 16, to which that hinge portion is con 
nected. I provide a pair of connecting pivot pins 32, 
each associated with a different pair of the two pair of 
hinge elements 26 and 27. Referring in particular to 
Figs. 7 and 8, connecting pivot pins 32 are adjustable 
with respect to hinge elements 26 and 27 so that they 
may be connected together in either one of two positions. 
When connecting pins 32 extend through apertures 35 of 
hinge elements 26 and 27 as shown in Fig. 7, hinge ele 
ments 26 and 27 are pivotally connected together so 
that table top sections i5 and 16 will closely adjoin each 
other at their normal operative horizontal positions. 
When hinge elements 26 and 27 are connected together 
in this nanner, as shown in Fig. 7, there is a possibility 
during unfolding movements of the table structure that 
a small child might pinch his finger between the table 
top sections 15 and 16. I provide the adjustable hinge 
elements in order to make my table structure foolproof so 
that a small child can operate it without the danger of 
pinching his fingers during unfolding movements of the 
table. Therefore, when hinge elements are connected 
together by extending pivot pins 32 through apertures 30, 
as shown in Fig. 8, the inner ends of table top sections 15 
and 16 are hinged in extended relationship with respect 
to the horizontal pivot axis defined by axially aligned : 
pins 32 so that the inner ends of table top sections 5 and 
16 are spaced in their normal horizontal operative posi 
tion; and there is absolutely no danger of a small child 
pinching his finger between the inner ends of the table 
top sections 15 and 16. 
An intermediate floor engaging leg structure, indicated 

generally by the numeral 33, is generally of an H-shape 
and comprises a pair of laterally spaced, parallel, gener 
ally vertically disposed leg members 34 and a generally 
horizontally disposed connecting bar or shaft-like portion 
35 which is rigidly anchored by welding or the like at 
one end to one of the leg members 34 intermediate the 
ends of the latter and at its opposite end to the other of 
the leg merinbers 34 intermediate the ends thereef. 

Leg members 34 and connecting bar 35 of intermediate 
leg structure 33 are all preferably formed of tubular steel; 
and the upper ends of leg members 34 are flattened and 
apertured to receive connecting pivot pins 32. Thus, each 
of the pivot pins 32 extends through one of the hinge 
elements 26, one of the hinge elements 27, and one of the 
leg members 34. Each of the pivot pins 32 may be 
headed at one end and releasably maintained in posi 
tion by a cotter pin or the like at its other end so that 
the position thereof may be easily changed with respect 
to hinge elements 26 and 27 as aforementioned. Inter 
mediate leg structure 33 is thus pivotally connected at 
the top thereof to tep sections 45 and E6, by connecting 
pins 32 and hinge elements 26 and 27, on an axis coinci 
dental with the hinge axis of top sections 15 and 6. In 
termediate leg structure 33 freely depends from its con 
nection to table top sections 15 and 16. 

provide a pair of outer leg structures, each indicated 
by the general reference numeral 36. Preferably, as 
shown, outer leg structures 36 each comprise a pair of 
laterally spaced oppositely disposed leg members 37 and 
a cross member 38 rigidly joined to leg members 37 by 
welding or the like. Each of the outer leg structures 36 
is pivotally connected to a different one of the table top 
sections 15 and 6 intermediate the outer free end and 
inner end thereof; and specifically, the upper end of 
each leg member 37 is each pivotally connected, by a pin 
or the like, to the vertical flange 25 of a different one of 
the bars 23 intermediate the ends thereof. The lower 
end, indicated by the numeral 39, of each of the leg 
members 37 is equipped with a caster, indicated by the 
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4. 
numeral 40, to provide portability of my table structure 
when it is in its folded inoperative position and to facili 
tate folding and unfolding thereof. It should be noted 
that lower ends 39 are outturned generally longitudinally 
of the table top sections 15 and 16 and, as shown in Fig. 4, 
project beyond the vertical planes confining table top 
sections 15 and 16 when my table structure is in its 
inoperative folded position. This provides extreme sta 
bility of my table structure in its inoperative position. 
In this regard it should be noted that each of the outer 
leg structures 36 is pivotally connected to its associated 
table top section, 5 or 6, a distance from the outer free 
end thereof which is less than the distance between said 
pivotal connection and the outturned ends 39 of leg mem 
bers 37. Thus, during folding movements of my table 
structure, table top sections 15 and 16 pass over outturned 
ends 39 to be disposed in generally parallel side by side 
relationship to one another, shown in Fig. 4, with out 
turned ends 39 underlying the outer free ends of top 
sections 15 and 16. 

provide control arm structure comprising a pair of 
like rigid arms 41 disposed in laterally spaced parallel 
relationship and connected together by a generally hori 
Zontally connecting element 42, rigidly anchored by weld 
ing or the like at its opposite ends to arms 4; and com 
prising a pair of like rigid arms 43 disposed in laterally 
spaced parallel relationship and connected together by a 
similar connecting element 44, rigidly anchored by weld 
ing or the like at its opposite ends to arms 43. Arms 
4 are associated with table top section 15 and arms 
43 are associated with table top section 16. Arms 4. 
and arms 43 are pivotally connected together adjacent and 
downwardly spaced from the pivotal connection between 
top sections 15 and 16 by a generally horizontally dis 

Arms 43 at their ends 46 are rigidly 
anchored to shaft 45 by welding or the like; and arms 
41 at their ends 47 are rigidly anchored by welding or 
the like to bearing collars 48 which are journalled on shaft 
45, each adjacent a different one of the arms 43. Arms 
41 at their opposite ends 49 are pivotally connected by 
pins or the like to flanges 25 of bars 23 intermediate the 
pivotal connection of outer leg structure 36 to the same 
mounting bars 23 and the inner end of table top section 
15; whereby, arms 41 are pivotally connected to table top 
section 15 intermediate the pivotal connection of outer 
leg structure 36 to table top section 15 and the pivotal 
connection between table top sections 5 and 16. Simi 
larly, arms 43 are pivotally connected at their ends 50, by 
pins or the like, to the bars 23 associated with table top 
section 16 intermediate the outer leg structure 36 con 
nected to the same bars 23 and the inner end of table top 
section 16, so that arms 43 are pivotally anchored to 
table top section 6 at their ends 50 intermediate the 
pivotal connection of outer leg structure 36 to table top 
section 16 and the pivotal connection between top sec 
tions 15 and 16. Preferably, shaft 45 underlies connect 
ing bar 35 of intermediate leg structure 33 between leg 
member 34 thereof and is disposed in generally com 
mon vertical planes with the pivotal connection between 
table top sections 15 and 16, defined by axially aligned 
connecting pins 32. 

Yielding resilient means comprising a torsion spring 
5 is adapted to urge control arms 41 and 43 in a direction 
generally toward each other or in a direction to move the 
table top sections 15 and 16 to their upstanding generally 
vertical storage positions. Referring to the detail of Fig. 
6, it should be noted that one of the bearing collars 48 
is elongated; and torsion spring 51 encompasses this 
elongated bearing collar 48. End 52 of torsion spring 
5 is received in a slot 53 formed in the end of shaft 
45 adjacent the elongated bearing collar 48; and the 
other end 54 of torsion spring 51 is hooked around arm 
4 anchored to the elongated bearing collar 48. 

I provide a pair of rigid control links 55; each is 
pivotally connected to a longitudinal intermediate portion 
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of a different one of the control arm structures, one com 
prising arms 41 and the other arms 43, and to a longi 
tudinally intermediate portion of a different one of the 
outer leg structures 36 to control the pivotal movement 
of the outer leg structures 36. Specifically, one end of 
each of the control links 55 is pivotally connected to a 
different one of the cross members 38 by means of a 
bearing collar or sleeve 56, which is rigidly anchored by 
welding or the like to its associated control link 5.5 and 
is journalled on its respective cross member 38; and the 
other end of each of the control links 55 is pivotally con 
nected to connecting element 44 or 42, depending upon 
whether it is associated with control arms 43 or 41, by 
means of a bearing collar or sleeve 57, which is rigidly 
anchored by welding or the like to its associated control 
link 55 and journalled on its respective converting ele 
ment, either 44 or 42. Control links 55 act to control 
the pivotal swinging movements of outer leg structures 
36 so that they are always maintained upright during 
folding movements of the table structure. 

Control arms 4i and 43 defined a variable V-shape, the 
vertex of which is defined by shaft 45; and they are 
Swingable inwardly about the generally horizontal axis 
defined by shaft 45 to guide and support the movement 
of table top sections 15 and 16 from their operative hori 
zontal positions as shown in Fig. 2 to their inoperative 
storage positions as shown in Fig. 4. An intermediate 
position of my table structure between its normal opera 
tive position and its inoperative storage positions is shown 
in Fig. 3. 
The movement of table top sections 15 and 16 from 

their operative horizontal position to their inoperative 
storage position is effected by an operator standing at 
one end of the table who by placing his hands on the 
outer edge of one of the table top sections and pressing 
down smartly will cause the table to begin to fold. The 
table top sections 15 and 16 are then pushed together 
until folding action is completed. The movements of 
each of the table top sections 15 and 16 from its opera 
tive to its inoperative position is a rotational or angular 
movement generally about the pivot axis of its associated 
or respective outer leg structure 36 at the same time the 
aforesaid pivot axis moved horizontally inwardly. The 
inner ends of table top sections 15 and 16 move generally 
directly vertically upwardly during folding movements 
of my table structure and freely depending intermediate 
leg structure 33 is moved generally vertically upwardly 
therewith between the positions shown in Fig. 2 and 
Fig. 4. 
During unfolding movements of my table structure, that 

is, from the position shown in Fig. 4 to its operative posi 
tion shown in Fig. 2, it is desirable to provide some means 
of guiding intermediate leg structure 33 to a proper verti 
cal position; and further, it is almost essential to provide 
some means to prevent lateral movement of the inter 
mediate leg structure 33 when it is in its floor engaging 
position as shown in Fig. 2. With respect to the preferred 
form of my table structure as shown in Figs. 1-9, ends 
47 of control arms 4 and ends 46 of control arms 
43 are notched, as particularly shown in the detail of 
Fig. 9, so that each arm 4 cooperates with the adjacent 
arm 43 to define an upwardly opening channel, indicated 
by the numeral 58, at the operative position of my table 
structure which overlies shaft 45 and is adapted to re 
ceive and embrace connecting bar 35 as intermediate leg 
structure 33 is moved from its raised position shown in 
Fig. 4 to its floor engaging position shown in Fig. 2. It 
should be noted that if intermediate leg portion 33 is 
laterally offset or angularly disposed with respect to its 
proper vertical position during unfolding movements of 
my table structure, either control arms 41 or control arms 
43, depending upon to which side intermediate leg struc 
ture 33 is angularly disposed, will engage connecting bar 
35 and guide it into the slot or channel 58. 

Referring to a modification disclosed in Fig. 10, instead 
of aotching arms 41 and 43 to define the channel 58 as 
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6 
aforementioned; I provide an inverted U-shaped member 
59 which partially encompasses connecting bar 35, as 
shown in Fig. 10, and is rigidly anchored thereto by weld 
ing or the like. U-shaped member 59 defined a down 
wardly opening channel or slot, indicated by the numeral 
60, which is adapted to receive and embrace shaft 45 
as intermediate leg structure 33 is moved from its raised 
position of Fig. 4 to its floor engaging position of Fig. 2. 
The interfitting relationship of U-shaped member 59 and 
shaft 45 will prevent objectionable lateral movement of 
intermediate leg structure 33 and provide rigidity in my 
table structure at its operative position. It should be 
noted that the open or lower endis, indicated by the nu 
meral 6 of U-shaped member 59 are flared to aid in 
guiding shaft 45 into the channel 60. It might be noted 
that intermediate leg structure 33 could possibly be 
laterally off-set during unfolding movements of my table 
structure to such an extent that U-shaped member 59 
might miss or not engage shaft 45. This extent of 
lateral off-set or angular disposition of intermediate leg 
structure 33 is not usual or expected; but because of Such 
possibility, the preferred structure of Fig. 1 and Fig. 9 
is more desirable because no matter what the off-set of 
intermediate leg structure 33, it will be properly guided 
into the slot or channels 58. 
The lower or floor engaging ends of leg portions 34 of 

intermediate leg structure 33 are provided with friction 
feet 62 which engage the floor on which the table struc 
ture is supported to tend to restrain my table structure 
against movement when it is in its operative position. 
When table top sections are in their inoperative storage 
position, however, floor engaging feet 62 are raised 
upwardly from the floor, as shown in Fig. 4, and the 
caster equipped outer leg structures 36 provide my novel 
and improved table structure to be easily portable; where 
in, it may be quickly and easily moved to a suitable 
storage position where it occupies a minimum of space. 
My invention has been built and tested and found to 

accomplish all of the aforementioned objectives and ad 
vantages. It has proved to be a highly desirable com 
mercial product. It will be obvious to those skilled in 
the art that my invention may be modified in respects 
other than the single modification herein disclosed and 
that this disclosure is intended to be illustrative only; 
therefore, I intend to be limited solely by the scope of 
the appended claims. 
What I claim is: 
1. In a portable folding table, a pair of table top 

sections, hinge means pivotally connecting adjacent inner 
ends of said sections for relative swinging movements of 
said top sections from horizontal aligned operative posi 
tions to generally parallel upstanding inoperative posi 
tions, a pair of outer leg structures each pivotally con 
nected to a different one of the table top sections inter 
mediate the outer free end and inner end of its asso 
ciated top section, intermediate floor engaging leg struc 
ture pivotally connected adjacent the top thereof to said 
top sections in proximity with the axis of said hinge 
means, control arm structure comprising a pair of rigid 
arms pivotally connected together adjacent and down 
wardly spaced from the pivotal connection between said 
top sections and each pivotally anchored to a different one 
of the top sections intermediate the pivotal connection 
of the outer leg structure of that respective table top sec 
tion and the pivotal connection between adjacent top Sec 
tions, said intermediate leg structure and said control arm 
structure defining relatively movable male and female 
portions engageable in interfitting relationship to prevent 
lateral movement of said intermediate leg structure in its 
floor engaging position, and a pair of rigid control links 
each pivotally connected to a longitudinally interme 
diate portion of a different one of said arms and to a lon 
gitudinally intermediate portion of a different one of said 
outer leg structures; whereby, upon folding movements of 
said table said outer leg structures move relatively toward 
one another in upright positions and said intermediate leg 
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Structure moves from a floor engaging position generally 
vertically upwardly with the adjacent connected ends of 
said table top section to a position upwardly spaced from 
the floor. 

2. The structure defied in claim 1 in which said hinge 
means comprises a pair of rigid hinge elements each 
rigidly anchored to a different one of said top sections 
adjacent its inner end, and means adjustable with respect 
to said riigid hinge elements for pivotally connecting said 
rigid hinge elements in a plurality of positions spaced in 
planes parallel to said table top sections. 

3. The structure defined in claim 1 in which said hinge 
means comprises a pair of rigid hinge elements each 
rigidly anchored to a different one of said top sections 
adjacent its inner end and depending therefrom, said : 
hinge elements each having a portion projecting iongitu 
dinally outwardly of its respective top section having a 
plurality of spaced apertures formed therein which are 
disposed in planes parallel to its respective top section, 
said portions being disposed in side by side relationship, 
and a horizontally disposed connecting pin extending 
through an aperture of each hinge element to pivotally 

ti 

connect said hinge elements for Swinging movements 
about the axis thereof, said connecting pin being adjust 
able with respect to said hinge elements by a selective 
variation of the apertures through which it extends: 
whereby the inner ends of said table top sections may 
be hinged in retracted or extended positions with respect 
to the horizontal pivot axis defined by said connecting pin. 

4. In a portable folding table, a pair of table top sec 
tions, hinge means pivotally connecting adjacent inner 
ends of said sections for relative Swinging movements of 
said top sections from horizontal aligned operative posi 
tions to generally parallel upstanding inoperative posi 
tions, a pair of outer leg structures each pivotally con 
nected to a different one of the table top sections inter 
mediate the outer free end and inner end of its associated 
top section, intermediate floor engaging leg structure 
pivotally connected adjacent the top thereof to said top 
sections in proximity with the axis of said hinge means 
for movement with said top sections between a floor en 
gaging position and a raised position upwardly spaced 
from the floor, control arm structure comprising a pair 
of rigid arms pivotally connected together adjacent and 
downwardly spaced from the pivotal connection between 
said top sections and each pivotally anchored to a differ 
ent one of the top sections intermediate the pivotal con 
nection of the outer leg structure of that respective table 
top section and the pivotal connection between adjacent 
top sections, as between said control structure and said 
intermediate leg structure one comprising structure defin 
ing a channel adapted to receive and embrace a horizon 
tally disposed shaft like portion of the other when said 
intermediate leg structure is in its floor engaging position 
to prevent lateral movement of said intermediate leg struc 
ture in its floor engaging position, and a pair of rigid con 
trol links each pivotally connected to a longitudinally 
intermediate portion of a different one of said arms and 
to a longitudinally intermediate portion of a different one 
of said outer leg structures. 

5. In a portable folding table, a pair of table top sec 
tions, hinge means pivotally connecting adjacent inner 
ends of said sections for relative Swinging movements of 
said top sections from horizontal aligned operative posi 
tions to generally parallel upstanding inoperative posi 
tions, a pair of outer leg structures each pivotally con 
nected to a different one of the table top sections inter 
mediate the outer free end and inner end of its asso 
ciated top section, intermediate floor engaging leg struc 
ture pivotally connected adjacent the top thereof to said 
top sections in proximity with the axis of said hinge 
means for movement with said top sections between a foor 
engaging position and a raised position upwardly spaced 
from the floor, said intermediate leg structure compris 
ing a generally horizontally disposed connecting bar 
rigidly anchored to oppositely disposed intermediate por 
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8 
tions of said leg structure in overlying relationship with 
said arms, control arm structure comprising a generally 
horizontal shaft underlying said connecting bar in gen 
erally common vertical planes therewith and a pair of rigid 
arms connected to said shaft for relative pivotal swinging 
movements about the axis thereof and extending gen 
erally upwardly and outwardly therefrom each to be piv 
otally anchored to a different one of the top sections in 
termediate the pivotal connection of the outer leg struc 
ture of that respective table top section and the pivotal 
connection between adjacent top sections, as between said 
control structure and said intermediate leg structure one 
comprising structure defining a channel adapted to receive 
and embrace a horizontally disposed shaft-like portion 
if the other when said intermediate leg structure is at its 
ficor engaging position to maintain said intermediate leg 
structure against lateral movements in its floor engaging 
position, and a pair of rigid control links each pivotally 
connected to a longitudinally intermediate portion of a 
different one of said arms and to a longitudinally inter 
mediate portion of a different one of said out leg struc 
treS. 

5. The structure defined in claim 5 in which the 
structure defining said channel is an inverted U-shaped 
inenber rigid with said connecting bar and defining a 
downwardly opening channel adapted to receive and en 
brace said shaft as said interimediate leg structure is moved 
from its raised positicn to its ficor engaging position. 

7. The structure defined in claim 5 in which said arms 
are notched adjacent said shaft to define an upwardly 
opening channel overlying said shaft which is adapted 
to receive and embrace said connecting bar as said inter 
mediate leg structure is moved from its raised position 
to its floor engaging position. 

8. In a portable folding table, a pair of table top 
sections, a pair of rigid hinge elements each rigidly 
anchored to a different one of adjacent inner ends of 
said top sections, and means adjustable with respect to 
said rigid hinge elements for pivotally connecting said 
hinge elements in a plurality of positions spaced in planes 
parallel to said table top sections, whereby adjacent inner 
ends of said top sections are pivotally connected for 
relative swinging movements of Said top sections between 
horizontal aligned operative positions and generally 
parallel upstanding inoperative positions and the inner 
ends of said table top sections may be hinged in retracted 
or extended positions with respect to the horizontal pivot 
axis of said table top sections to achieve variable spacing 
between adjacent ends of the table top sections, a pair 
of outer leg structures each pivotally connected to a dif 
ferent one of the table top sections intermediate the outer 
free end of its associated top section and the pivotai 
connection between said top sections, means connecting 
the table top sections for common movements between 
their operative and inoperative positions and for Slip 
porting the pivotally connected inner ends of said table 
top sections at their operative positions; Said rneans coin 
prising a pair of like rigid control arms each pivotally 
connected adjacent an upper end thereof to a different 
one of said table top sections intermediate the pivotal 
connection of the outer leg structure of that respective 
table top section and the pivotal connection between said 
table top sections and having their lower ends pivotally 
connected together for relative pivotal Swinging move 
ments thereof through a field of movement wherein said 
control arms form a variable angie W-shape with the lower 
ends of said control arns being disposed downwardly 
spaced from the pivotal connection between said top sec 
tions, and ficor-engageable interinediate leg means asso 
ciated with the pivotally connected ends of said controi 
arms; and a pair of rigid control links each pivotally coil 
nected to a longitudinal intermediate portion of a dif 
ferent one of said control arms and to a longitudinally 
intermediate portion of a different one of Said outer leg 
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structures to maintain the outer leg structures in generally 
vertical positions at all positions of the table top sections. 

9. In a portable folding table, a pair of table top 
Sections, a pair of rigid hinge elements each rigidly 
anchored to a different one of adjacent inner ends of 
said top sections, and depending therefrom, said hinge 
elements each having a portion projecting longitudinally 
outwardly of its respective top section and having a 
plurality of spaced apertures formed therein which are 
disposed in planes parallel to its respective top section, 
said portions being disposed in side by side relationship, 
a generally horizontally disposed connecting pin extend 
ing through an aperture of each hinge element to pivotally 
connect said hinge elements for Swinging movements 
about the axis thereof, said connecting pin being adjust 
able with respect to said hinge elements by a selective 
variation of the apertures through which it extends, 
whereby adjacent inner ends of said top sections are 
pivotally connected for relative swinging movements of 
said top sections between horizontal aligned operative 
positions and generally parallel upstanding inoperative 
positions and the inner ends of said table top sections 
may be hinged in retracted or extended positions with 
respect to the horizontal pivot axis defined by said con 
necting pin to achieve variable spacing between adjacent 
ends of the table top sections, a pair of outer leg struc 
tures each pivotally connected to a different one of the 
table top sections intermediate the outer free end of its 
associated top section and the pivotal connection between 
said top sections, means connecting the table top sections 
for common movements between their operative and 
inoperative positions and for supporting the pivotally 
connected inner ends of said table top sections at the 
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operative positions; said means comprising a pair of like 
rigid control arms each pivotally connected adjacent an 
upper end thereof to a different one of said table top 
Sections intermediate the pivotal connection of the outer 
leg structure of that respective table top section and the 
pivotal connection between said table top sections and 
having their lower ends pivotally connected together for 
relative pivotal Swinging movement thereof through a 
field of movement wherein said control arms form a 
variable angle V-shape with the lower ends of said control . 
arms being disposed downwardly spaced from the pivotal 
connection between said top sections, and floor-engageable 
intermediate leg means associated with the pivotally con 
nected ends of said control arms; and a pair of rigid 
control links each pivotally connected to a longitudinal 
intermediate portion of a different one of said control 
arms and to a longitudinally intermediate portion of a 
different one of Said outer leg structures to maintain the 
outer leg structures in generally vertical positions at all 
positions of the table top sections. 
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