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UNITED STATES

Parent Orrice.

CHARLES H. WESTCOTT, OF SENECA FALLS, NEW YORK, |

TOY BUILDING-BLOCK.

SPECIFICATION forming part of Lietters Patent Mo, 319,764, dated June 9,1885,
Application filed September 15, 1884, (No modl.)

To all whom it may concern:

Be it known' that I, CEAS. H. WESTCOTT,
of Seneca Falls, in the county of Seneca, and
in the State of New York, have invented cer-
tain new and useful Improvements in Toy
Building-Blocks; and I do hereby declare that
the following is a full, clear, and exact de-
scription thereof, reference being had to the
accompanying drawings, in which—

Figure 1 is a perspective view of one of my
blocks as preferably constructed. Fig. 2is a
like view of a modification of the same. Figs.
3 and 4 are perspective views of two of the
many forms in which said blocks may be com-
bined; and Figs. 5 and 6 are longitudinal sec-
tions of the blocks joined together, shown in
Figs. 1 and 2, respectively.

Letters of like name and kind refer to like
parts in each of the figures.

My invention relates to devices for the
amusement of children, and has for its object
an increase in the number of figures which
may be produced by the combination of in-
terlocking blocks; to which end said invention
consists, principally, in a toy building-block
that is provided at each end with intersecting
grooves and upon each side face with a raised
panel, which at its ends forms shoulders that
correspond in position to the bottoms of said
grooves and furnish end bearings for the en-
gaging blocks, substantially as and for the
purpose hereinafter shown.

It consists, further, in a toy building-block
which is provided at its ends with intersecting
grooves and engaging:tongues,and within each
side corner has a right-angled rabbet, sub-
stantially as and for the purpose hereinafter
set forth.

It consists, finally, in a toy building-block
which is provided at each end with intersect-
ing grooves and. corresponding tongues, up-
on each side face has raised panels that con-
stitute end bearings for engaging blocks, and
wifhin each side corner is provided with a
right-angled rabbet, substantially as and for
the purpose hereinafter shown and deseribed.

In the annexed drawings, A represents a
block thathas a general square form, and with-
in each end is provided with four right-an-
gled grooves, a, each of which is parallel with

one of the side faces and is separated there-
from by means of a tongue, «, that corre-.
sponds in thickness to the width of such
groove and is adapted to fit into and be con-
tained within any groove of another similar 55
block. .

Within each side corner of the block A is
formed a right-angled rabbet, ¢?, the sides of
which are in a line with the inner sides of the
grooves a, that intersect each other at such 6o
corner, while upon each side face is formed
a raised panel, ¢, that at its ends a* corre-
sponds to and is in a line with the bottoms
of the adjacent grooves.

In use one of the tongues o’ of one block 65
A i3 inserted within a groove « of another '
block, and is pressed inward until its top
bears against the bottom of said groove and
the end of said first block abuts upon the
shoulder ¢!, formed by the contiguous end of 70
the panel o’ of said second block, in which
position said blocks are locked together by
the friction between the sides of said tongue
and groove.

The corner rabbets «* permit two blocks A 75
to be secured within adjacent intersecting
grooves a of a third block, as shown in Fig.

3, while without such provision such arrange-
ment of blocks would be impracticable, and
the forms in which they could be combined 8o
would be considerably lessened in number.

The shoulders «* render the joints between
the blocks much firmer than would otherwise
be the case, and enable said blocks to be more
readily brought into line with each other; but, 85
if desired, the panel may be omitted, as
shown in Fig. 2, without lessening the num-
ber of eombinations of which said blocks are
capable,

Having thus fully set forth the nature and go
merits of my invention, what I claim is—

1. A toy building-block that is provided at
each end with intersecting grooves and upon
each side face with a raised panel which at
its ends forms shoulders that, correspond in g5
position to the bottoms of said grooves and
furnish end bearings for the engaging blocks,
substantially as and for the purpose shown.

2. A toy building-block which is provided
ab its ends with intersecting grooves and en- 1co
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gaging-tongues, and within each side corner
has a right-angled rabbet, substantially as and
for the purpose set forth.

3. A toy building-block which is provided
at each end with intersecting grooves and
corresponding tongues, upon each side face

has raised panels that constitute end bearings’

for engaging blocks, and within each side cor-
‘mner is provided with a right-angled rabbet,

substantially as and for the purpose shown ro
and described. S
In testimony that I claim the foregoing 1
have hereunto set my hand this 1st day of
September, 1884.
CHARLES H. WESTCOTT.
‘Witnesses:
CLARENCE A. MACDONALD,
FRANK W. OWENS.




