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Application filed July 5, 1929. Serial No. 376,049. 
This invention relates to suit cases and 

more particularly to a wardrobe suit case in 
which garments may be arranged over a 
hanger or hangers and be packed and carried 
without becoming disarranged or wrinkled. 
One of the objects of the invention is to 

produce a case which, although not large 
enough to receive the coat of a man's suit 
without folding the same, nevertheless, is so 
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designed that garments, particularly such as 
are needed for a complete outfit for a man, 
becoming wrinkled. 

It is not new to provide a case, large 
enough to receive a man's coat without fold 
ing the same, with a hanger fixture and hang 
er, but it is believed applicant is the first to 
produce a case of conventional size, in this 
instance 23 x 15 x 5', in which garments may 
be arranged over a hanger and be retained 
in their intended places in the case, regard 
less of the position of the case, without crush 
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ing or disarranging the garments. 
One of the features of the invention is the 

absence of retaining straps which invariably 
wrinkle the garments they are intended to 
hold in position. . 
In the drawings:- s 
Figure 1 is a perspective view of a suit case 

embodying my invention, the same being open 
to show the interior. 

Figure 2 is a cross section of the case shown 
in Figure 1. 

Figure 3 is a perspective view of the remov 
able tray which is part of the case. 
In the following description, the walls of 

the case are designated as top, bottom, and 
side walls, according to their positions when 
the case is upright; that is, as carried by the 
hand-hold secured to the top wall. 
In the drawings, the main or larger of the 

two body members of the case comprises a 
wall. 5, which is one of the side walls when 
the case is upright, as when it is being car 
ried, a bottom wall 6, top wall 7, and two end 
walls 8. The top wall 7 is not as wide as the 
bottom wall 6, making the interior of the 
main body member of the case deeper, trans 
versely of the case, at its bottom than at its 
top. 

ber in convenient position for packing the 

The other body member comprises a side 
Wall 9, opposite the wall 5, a narrow bottom 
Wall 10 which is hinged to the bottom wall 
6 along its longitudinal margin, as indicated 
at 11, a top wall 12, and two end walls 13. In 55 
this, the smaller of the two body members, 
the top wall 12 is wider than the bottom wali 
10, so that the combined widths of the top 
Walls 7 and 12, when the case is closed, equal 
the combined widths of the bottom walls 6 60 
and 10. 

may be folded and carried therein without . On the inner surface of the top 12 there 
is secured a fixture 14, with which the hook of the hanger 15 may be removably engaged. 
A pair of flexible straps 16 are secured to the 65 
two body members of the case. to limit the 
extent of movement of one part relative to 
the other, and to hold the smaller body mem 
case when it is open. 70 
A bracket 17 is secured to the inner surface 

of each of the end walls 8 of the main body 
section by fastening means 18. These brack 
ets support a removable tray 19. A shoe bag 
20, relatively long and narrow, is removably 75. 
secured to the inner surface of the top wall 7. 
The tray 19 is an important feature of the 

invention. As shown in Figure 3, it com 
prises a flat bottom 21, a narrow longitudinal 
side wall 22, end walls 23, and a curved lon- 80 
gitudinal side wall 24, having an extension 
inwardly of the tray as indicated at 25. Lift 
ing tabs 26 are attached to the end walls -23. 
The positions of the brackets 17 on the end 
walls 8 are such that when the tray 19 is 85 
supported thereon, the top of the tray and 
its contents will be spaced from the side wall 
9 about the same distance that the wall 21 
of the tray will be spaced from the side wall 
5 of the case. The tray is as long as the 90 
interior of the case and its width, including 
the side wall 22 and the curved wall 24, is 
slightly less than the distance between the 
shoe bag 20 and the wall 6. . - - 
The coat 26, trousers 27, and other gar-9 

ments are arranged over the hanger or hang 
ers 15 in the smaller'of the two body mem 
bers and the lower portions of the garments 
are arranged smoothly upon the inner surface 
of the side wall 5, which appears as the bot 
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tom of the case when it is in the position 
shown in Figures 1 and 2. The shoe bag is 
not rigidly secured and therefore the gar 
ments, if they are sufficiently long, may be 
smoothly tucked between bag 20 and the wall 
5. The garments are not strapped in but 
hang naturally from the hanger 15, against 
the side wall 9, bottom walls 10-6, and then 
rest upon the surface 5. Then the tray 19 
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is placed in proper position, with its curved 
wall 24-25 adjacent the garments and oppo 
site the bottom walls. When the case is 
closed and supported on its bottom Walls 
6-10, the garments will beneatly folded over. 
the curved part of the tray, will be prevent 
ed from shifting and because of the spacing 
apart of the folded parts of the garments by 
the tray between them, the fold or crease 
will not show in the garments, no matter 
how long they are kept in the case. 
The provision of a wide top wall 12 for 

the body member affords ample room in that 
part of the case where the hangers and thick 
est parts of the garments are placed. The 
wall 22 of the tray, which is opposite the 
hangers and thicker portions of the suspend 
ed garments is made narrower than the 
curved wall 24. - 
If the shoe bag 20 is dispensed with, the 

tray 19 may be made wider than it is shown, 
so as to occupy the space now taken by the shoe 
bag. The width of the tray should be such 
that there will be a limited space between 
the curved wall 24 of the tray and the bottom 
walls 6-10 of the case, The tray of the present invention is an 
open top container for various articles, and may be said to be a “floating' tray, that is, 
it is freely movable in the case to automati 
cally accommodate the garments which may 
be carried therein. 
and resting in the position shown in the 
drawings, the tray is movably supported on 
the bracket 17, and if garments placed in the 
case are sufficiently thick to require more 
space than that shown between the tray wall 
21 and case wall 5 when the tray rests on the 
brackets 17, the tray will be raised by the 
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of the articles packed in the case. 
ing is not required to be fitted into a predeter 

65 

garments from the bracket supports and will 
occupy some of the space shown in the draw 
ings between the open top of the tray and the 
cover. Furthermore, the tray is freely mov 
able between the bottom and top walls of the 
case to accommodate various lengths and 
thicknesses of garments which may be resting 
between the curved wall 24 and bottom wall 
of the case. The position of the tray or con 
tainer is variable and is determined by the 
thickness of clothing in the case. It ad 
justs itself automatically to a variety of dif 
ferent positions, depending on the character 

The cloth 

mined space, as is the case when the suit case 

When the case is empty 

the clothing. 
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has fixed partitions or fixed clothes spacers 
or fixed trays therein. - 
The case is provided with the usual latches 

28 and handhold 29. 
While I have referred to the piece of lug 

gage embodying my invention as awardrobe 
Suit case, it will be obvious that the inven 
tion may be embodied in a traveling bag, 
luggage and is not to be confined to the type 
of case conventionally known as a suit case. 
While I prefer to use the brackets 17 to 

support the tray, obviously they may be 
dispensed with for the tray could be sup 
ported in its intended position by the gar 
ments when hung in the bag or case and fold 
ed about the tray as herein explained. 

Obviously, changes may be made in de 
tails of construction without departing from 
the scope of my invention, and I do not in 
tend to be limited to the exact form shown 
and described, except as pointed out in the 
appended claims. 

I claim: . ". . - 

1. A suit case comprising two body mem 
bers hingedly secured together, a floating 
container in the case, said container being of 
a width and depth less than the width and depth respectively of the case, and adapted 
to be spaced from the walls of the case when 
closed, the extent of the several spaces be 
tween container and case walls, being deter 
mined by the thickness of the clothing in 
the case, and the longitudinal wall of the 
container facing the bottom wall of the case 
being curved transversely of the container. 

2. A Suit case comprising a main section 
and a cover section hingedly secured to 
gether, means for hanging clothes in one of 
Said sections, a floating tray within the case, 

70 

Gladstone bag, suit case, container or other 
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105 
and means secured to the main section adapt. 
led to hold the tray, spaced from the side walls 
of the case sections to provide a space for the 
clothing, said tray being of a width less than 
the width of the case between the top and 
end walls and toward said bottom wall to en 
gage the clothing. w 

8. A suit case comprising a tray support 
ing section, and a cover section hingedly se 
cured together, a floating tray within the case 
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bottom walls and slidable relative to said 
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and normally spaced from the side, bottom 
and top walls of the case sections when closed to provide, it continuous space for clothing. 
and means serving to center the tray trans 
versely between the case sections, said tray 
having a rounded wall facing the bottom 
wall of the case and being slidable on the 
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centering means toward and from the top and 
bottom walls of the case to engage and hold 
In testimony that I claim the foregoing as 

my invention, I affix my signature, this 29th 
day of June, 1929. ... . 

E. ELLSWORTH WILT. 
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