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To all whom it may concern:

Be it known that I, FRANCISCO CLARK, a
citizen of Mexico, and a resident of Durango,
Mexico, have invented new and useful Im-
provements in Buttons, of which the follow-
ing is a full, clear, and exact description.

My invention relates to buttons the parts
of which are and remain permanently con-
nected. '

The object of my invention is to improve
buttons of this class, and particularly those
of the typein which ahinged head isemployed,

with a view of securing a simple and efficient

construction in which the head is capable of
two different positions—viz., an inserting po-
sition, in which it is readily movable, and a
securing position, in which it is practically
locked.

The invention will be fully described here-
inafter and the features of novelty pointed
out in the appended claims.

Reference is to be had to the accompanying
drawings, forming a part of this specification,
in which similar characters of reference indi-
cate corresponding parts in all the figures. -

Figure 1 is a section on line 1 1 of Fig. 2
through the button in the locking position.
Fig. 21is an end view of the button in the same
position. Fig. 3 is a central section of the
button in the inserting position, showing by
dotted lines the position to which the hinged
head may be brought. Fig. 4 is an inverted
plan of the hinged head. Fig.5isaplanofa
loeking-plate forming partof the hinged head.
Fig. 6 is a perspective view of the shank por-
tion of the main head. Fig. 7is a perspective
view of the spring-planger of the main head,
and Fig. 8 is a perspective view of a top piece
to be fitted on the end of the said plunger.
The button ecomprises a main head having
a shank, a hinged head connected with said
shank,and alocking-plunger mounted to slide
lengthwise of the shank. The main head is
preferably made of two parts—rviz., a knob or
casing A and a plate A'—these two being con-
nected bysolder or in any othersuitable man-
ner. From the plate A’ projects a shank
which is tubualar in its lower portion A2, while
only two opposing walls are continued at its
upper portion A3, said walls being connected
by a cross-bar A% The hinged head likewise
preferably consists of two parts—a rounded

cap B and a locking-tongue B/, attached to it
at both ends andspaced therefrom in its main
portion. The tongue B'is provided in its up-
per face with two recesses, one of which, B2,
is located at about the center of the hinged
head,while fhe other, B?, is near the end of the
tongue. The recess B? is practically rectan-
gular, and the recess B? has that side which
is toward the recess B? inclined or beveled,
as shown at B These recesses are adapted
to receive and seat the cross-bar A% of the
shank. Withinthemainhead and the shank
is mounted to slide a plunger C, having a
plate C' located within the head, and a spring
D is interposed between said plate and the
casing A'. The upper end of the plunger car-
ries a top piece or presser-piece C% adapted
to engage the locking-tongue B’ from below
and to press said tongue upward against the
cross-bar A%

To insert the button in a buttonhole, the
hinged head, if it should be in the position
shown in Fig. 1, is first brought into the po-
sition shown in dotted lines in Fig. 3. For
this purpose the person presses the hinged
head toward the main head, the plunger C
will yield, eompressing the spring D, and the
recess B? will come clear of the cross-bar A4,
so that a slight lateral pressure of the finger
will be sufficient to slide the hinged head to
theleft until the other recess B registers with
the cross-bar A%, In this position the hinged
head can be turned about the said cross-bar
as a pivot to extend practically in the con-
tinuation of the shank A* A% With the parts
in this position the hinged head and the up-
per portion of the shank can be readily in-
serted in a buttonhole. This having been
done, the hinged head is turned to extend
parallel with the main head, as shown in full
lines in Fig. 3, and then the hinged head is
pushed toward the right, which causes the
cross-bar A? to ride on the inclined surface
B% of the tongue B' until the central recess
B?registers with the cross-bar,when the tongue
will be pressed upward by the plunger-top
C? to lock the hinged head. On account of
the rectangular shape of the central recess
B? the hinged head is practically incapable
ofany pivotal movement (except a very slight
one) when the cross-bar A!is engaged with
said recess—that is, the hinged headislocked
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in its central position. To unlock it, the two
heads must be pressed toward each otherand
the hinged head moved laterally to bring the
cross-bar At into the recess B3, as before de-
seribed.

It will be seen that the improved bution is
simple and strong in construction, easy toin-

“sert and to remove, and securely locked inits

central or holding position.

Having thus described my invention, I
claim as new and desire to secure by Letters
Patent—

1. A button, comprising a- main head pro-
vided with a shank having an angular cross-
bar at its free end, a hinged head having a
locking-tongue arranged between said eross-
bar and the main head, and in sliding engage-
ment with the cross-bar, the tongue being
provided, on the side facing away from the
main head, with a central recessof an angu-
lar shape corresponding to that of the cross-
bar, and with an end recess of greater width
than the central recess, the end recess having
an inclined wall extending toward the cen-
tral recess, and a spring-pressed plunger en-
gaging the locking-tongue on the side facing
toward the main head.

2. A button comprising a hollow main head

667,002

having a tubularshank projecting therefrom,
with an angular cross-bar at the free end
of the shank, a hinged head comprising a
cap and a locking-tongue attached thereto
and spaced therefrom sufficiently to allow
the angular cross-bar to pass between the
two, said tongue being provided with an an-
gular central recess to receive the cross-bar
of the shank and lock the hinged head, and
with an end recess of proper size to allow the
hinged head to turn on the cross-bar when
the latter is received in said end recess, a
plunger mounted to slide in the tubular shank
and provided with a presser-piece engaging
the locking-tongue on the side opposite to the
cross-bar and with a plate located within the
hollow main head, and aspring located within
the main head on the side of the plate oppo-
site to the plunger and arranged to force the
plunger outwardly.

In testimony whereof I have signed my

name to this specification in the presence of s

two subscribing witnesses.
FRANCISCO CLARK.
Witnesses:

ALBERTO RANSOM,
FRrRANCISCO A. OLVERA.
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