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UNITED STATES

PATENT OFFICE.

JOSEPH SHEARER,; OF ALLENDALE, ILLINOIS.

IMPROVEMENT IN WASHING-MACHINES.

Specification forming part of Letters Patent No. 154,918, dated September 8,1874; application tiled
June 18,1874,

To all whom it may concern :

Be it known that I, JOSEPH SHEARER, of
Allendale, in the eounty of Wabash and in the
State of Illinois, haveinvented certain new and
useful Improvements in Washing-Machines;
and dohereby declare that the following isafull,
clear, and exact description thereof, reference
being had to the accompanying drawmws and
to, the letters of reference marked thereon,
1na.king a part of this specification.

The nature of my invention relates to anim-
provement in washing-machines; and it con-

sists in the arrangement and combination of’

parts, which will be more fully described here-
after.

Tigure 1is a mde elevation of my invention.
Tig. 2 is a cross-section of the same, taken on
the lines x x, Fig. 1; and Fig. 3 is a perspec-
tive of one of the cross heads. Fig. 4 repre-
sents a perspective view of one end of the ma-
chine.

& represents the box or tub, of any desired
size or shape, and which is supported by the
legs ¢. Secured to each end of the box is a
cross-head, e, which is slotted at each of its
ends, and through these slots y y are passed
the rods g, for binding the head to the box.
In each end of the box, near one side, is
formed a vertical groove, in which are placed
a number of slats, 3, which are separated by
small blocks of rubber, 5, placed at suitable
intervals apart, and which allow the slats to
swell when wet without injury to theé box.
The rubber blocks 5 are held between the
slats by means of pins 9, which extend through
the slats and rubber blocks. Upon the top of
these slats are placed a block, 8, at each end,
and a coiled spring, 6, is Wound around the
end and cénter pins 9 upon the top slats,
which bears upward against the cross-piece
7, which extends across the box and is held
under shoulders in the blocks 8, and the lower
ends of said blocks extend down into the
grooves in the box, so that their ends press
upon the top slot, so as to prevent vertical

displacement and to hold them rigidly in po-
sition. The washer consists of the two levers
i, provided- with journals d, which extend
through the heads e, and have the coiled
springs b secured to them so as to throw the
levers backward into position again after hav-
ing been moved. The heads ¢ ¢ being slotted
and the washer being connected thereto, the
washing-space in. the box cair be easily regu-
lated for large or small clothing. The lowe1
ends of these levers are connected by the
splash-board 2, which has the gate o hinged
to its lower edge, and at their upper ends by
the removable handle 9.

As the clothes are pressed auambt the rack
of slats the water passes through them, in be-
tween the slats and up against the wall, and
falls back on top of the clothing again. As
the lever is moved backward the gate swings
forward and lets the water freely pass under
the board 2 to the clothes again. By loosen-
ing the nuts on the end of the rods g and mov-
ing back the heads and wash-board, bed-cloth-
ing and other bulky articles can be inserted
into the box to be washed.

Having thus deseribed my invention, I
claim—

1. The stationary Wa%h board described, con-
sisting of the wooden cross-slats 3 3, the rub-
ber blocks 5 5, placed between the slats, in
combination with the spring 6, cross-bar 7,
and blocks 8, arranged in awashmg-box, a, ab,
and for the purposeb herein set forth. .

2. The combination, with the rocking washer
1 2, of the slotted cross-heads ¢ e and bolts g,
Whereby the said washer may be adjusted
upon the tub with respect to the wash- board
as set forth. '

In testimony that I claim the foregoing I
have hereunto set my hand this 14th day of
July, 1873.

JOSEPH SHEARER.

‘Witnesses : .

A. N. MARR,
J 'W. PrICE,




