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1 ... reader block

2 ... irregular clock detecting means

3 ... detect pulse

{57) Abstract

A circuit for reading from an optical recording medium having a clock track which is provided in parallel with data
tracks and holds recorded clock bits forming a predetermined optical pattern. A reader circuit reads a clock track which
contains a series of regularly arranged clock bits and some irregular clock bits that disturb the regularity of the former
clock bits. This circuit includes a phase-locked loop (PLL) circuit for receiving the clock signal read from the clock track,
and irregular clock detecting means for comparing the clock output of the PLL circuit with the read signal to generate a
detect pulse when the disturbing irregular clock bit is detected. Even if the PLL circuit gets unlocked temporarily, the head
word is recognized according to irregular clock bits provided in the clock track when the PLL circuit returns to the locked
condition. Therefore, the data which are read subsequently can be properly recognized. Further, the invention can be real-
ized without decreasing the recording capacity of the optical recording medium.
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