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To all thom, it may concern: 
Be it known that I, OsCAR STAN KEY, a 

citizen of the United States, residing at 
East St. Louis, in the county of St. Clair 
and State of Illinois, have invented certain 
new and useful Improvements in Tempo 
rary Covers for Cans, of which the following 
is a specification. 
My invention relates to temporary covers 

to close the openings made in condensed 
milk cans and the like, to prevent dust and 
germs from entering the can to sour the 
milk, and has for its object the provision of 
a device of the character described compris 
ing a cap adapted to be clamped upon the 
top of the can and having a spring pro 
pelled plunger provided with valves adapt 
ed to seat upon the holes made in the can 
for the egress of the milk and to vent the 
Cal. 

My invention will be described in detail 
hereinafter and illustrated in the accom 
panying drawings, in which, 

Figure 1 is a side view in elevation of my 
improved cover shown in position on a can: 
Fig. 2, a horizontal sectional view; and Fig. 
3, a top plan view. 
In the drawings similar reference char 

acters will be used to designate correspond 
ing parts throughout the several views. 
A indicates a can of the ordinary struc 

ture used for the shipment of condensed 
milk and the like products in which it is 
customary to form openings a one of which 
may be used for pouring the milk from the 
can and the other for venting the can, and as 
stated above, my invention contemplates the 
provision of a cover that is adapted to tem 
porarily close the openings a when the milk 
is not being poured from the can. 
My improved cover consists of a plate 1 

being of substantially the same size and 
shape as the top of the can and having a 
downwardly extending flange 2 extending 
around its cuter edge with laterally extend 
ing lugs or projections 3 that are connected 
by means of a screw bolt 4 to be used in 
tightening the flange on the sides of the 
can to hold the cover in position. The plate 
1 is provided with cut-out portions 5 on 
opposite sides thereof to seat over the open 
ings a heretofore described to permit the 
valves that will be hereinafter described 
to cover said holes. 
Mounted on the central portion of the 

plate 1 is a tubular casing 6 having vertical 

slots 7. On opposite sides thereof. 8 indicates 
a plunger slidably mounted in said casing 
6 and extending above its upper end and 
secured to the lower terminal of said plun 
ger 8 is a transverse rod 9 having its termi 
nals provided with downwardly extending 
portions 10 on which are secured plates 11 
of any suitable material such as rubber to 
make an air-tight fit with the top of the can 
A to hermetically seal the openings a. 

12 indicates a coil spring surrounding the 
plunger 8 within the casing 6 and having 
its terminals engaging the upper end of said 
casing 6 and the cross rod 9 to normally hold 
the plates 11 in engagement with the top of 
the can. - 

13 indicate ears secured to the plate 1 ad 
jacent to its edge and having pivotally 
mounted thereon a bar 14 with its upper 
end bifurcated as shown at 15 to receive a 
lever 16 that is pivotally secured thereto 
by means of pins 17. One terminal of said 
lever 16 is pivotally secured to the plun 
ger S by means of a pin 18, while the other 
terminal of the lever is bent downwardly as 
shown at 19 and then on a horizontal plane 
as shown at 20 and provided with a suitable 
handle 21. 
In operation, it will be understood that 

after the can A is opened by cutting the 
holes a therein for the egress of the milk 
and to vent the can as heretofore stated. 
my improved cover is mounted thereon and 
clamped in position by means of the set 
Screw 4 engaging the lugs 3 on the flange 2, 
said cover being so positioned that the open 
ings 5 in the plate 1 are over the openings (i. 
in the can and the plates 11 positioned to 
cover said openings a. When no pressure 
is exerted on the handle 21 of the lever 16 the 
coil spring 12 within the casing 6 will nor 
mally hold the plates 11 depressed to that 
the openings at are hermetically sealed from 
dirt, germs and the like, and the contents of 
the can will be kept from spoiling. When 
it is desired to remove some of the contents 
of the can the handle 21 is depressed, thus 
lifting the plunger 8 and with it the cross 
rod 9 having the plates 11 secured to its ends 
10 and by tilting the can in one or the other 
direction, the milk will flow from one of the 
openings a and the can be vented through 
the other opening (t. After extracting some 
of the contents of the can, the openings a 
may again be sealed by releasing pressure 
on the handle 21 to permit the plates 11 to 
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engage the top of the can surrounding said 
openlings. 

Having thus described my invention what 
I claim is:- 

1. A cover for cans comprising a plate, 
a flange on the edges of Said plate and pro 
vided with means for clamping said flange 
On a can, Said plate having openings therein, 
a cylindrical casing mounted on said plate, 
a plunger slidably mounted in said casing, 
a cross rod secured to the lower terminal of 
said plunger and extending through slots 
in the casing, said cross rod having its 
terminals formed with downwardly extend 
ing portions, valve plates secured to said 
downwardly extending portions of the cross 
rod, a spring mounted in said casing and 
Surrounding the plunger, said spring having 
its terminals engaging the upper end of the 
casing and the cross rod aforesaid to nor 
mally hold the plunger in its lowermost 
position, and a lever pivotally secured to 
Said pluger for raising the plunger against 
the l'esistance of Said Spring. 

2. A cover for cans comprising a plate, 
a flange on the edges of Said plate and pro 
vided with means for clamping said flange 
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On a can, said plate having openings therein, 
a cylindrical casing mounted on Said plate, 
a plunger slidably mounted in said casing, 
a cross rod secured to the lower terminal of 
said plunger and extending through siots in 
the casing, said cross rod having its ter 
minals formed with downwardly extending 
portions, valve plates secured to said down 
wardly extending portions of the cross rod, 
a spring mounted in said casing and Sur 
rounding the plunger, said spring having 
its terminals engaging the upper end of the 
casing and the cross rod aforesaid to nor 
mally hold the plunger in its lowermost posi 
tion, ea's mounted on Said plate, an upright 
bar pivotally secured to said ears, a lever 
pivotally secured to said upright bar and 
pivotally secured to said plunger, said lever 
being adapted to be operated to raise said 
plunger against the resistance of Said 
Spring. 

In testimony whereof affix my signature 
in presence of two witnesses. 

OSCAR STANKEY. 
Witnesses: 

ANTHONY J. STOCKER, 
JACOB WERNER. 

Copies of this patent may be obtained for five cents each, by addressing the “Commissioner of Patents, 
Washington, D. C.’ 
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