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This invention relates to painting equipment and appa 
ratus in general and more particularly to means for 
supporting a paint can for use on a ladder. 
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0 Almost everyone has experienced the difficulty of using 
a paint can while standing on a ladder. Although most 
stepladders provide a fold-down shelf on the back side of 
the ladder, even these are not too good. Usually they 
are at the wrong height and the open paint can is placed 
precariously on the top or one of the other steps of the 
adder. 
With the longer and extension type rung ladders, the 

problem is even greater since there is no place at all to 
stand or support a paint can while it is being used. The 
best that most people have been able to devise is a hook 
arrangement for use with the handle on the paint can to 
support it in a free hanging position on the back side of 
the ladder. In such a position it is hard to reach, either 
around or through the ladder, the handle standing over 
the can is in the way, and the paint can yields and Swings 
to and fro when the brush is wiped against the side of the 
Cail. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a means for 
supporting and holding a paint can disposed for easy and 
convenient use on a ladder or the like. 

It is an object of this invention to provide a simple 
structure, easy and relatively inexpensive to manufacture, 
which will provide a shelf at any given position on a step 
or rung type ladder, and which shelf is adapted to receive 
and hold an open paint can for use thereon. 
More specifically, it is an object of this invention to 

provide a sheetmetal or like member formed to include a 
pair of panel walls at right angles to each other and with 
one formed for engagement with the edge of a step of a 
stepladder, or the rung of a rung type ladder, in a manner 
which provides a fixed, horizontal shelf support on which 
an open paint can may be set down without fear of being 
inadvertently knocked off or otherwise upset. 

Other objects and advantages to be gained in the prac 
tice of this invention, and more specific details of those 
mentioned, will be better understood and more fully 
appreciated upon a reading of the following specification 
on a preferred form of the invention and having reference 
to the accompanying drawings wherein: 
FIGURE 1 is a perspective view of the paint can or 

other support means of this invention, as used on a step 
ladder. 
FIGURE 2 is a top plan view of the support means of 

the first drawing figure, as used on a rung ladder. 
FIGURE 3 is a cross-sectional view of the Support 

means of this invention shown by FIGURE 2, through 
the mid-section thereof. 
FIGURE 4 is a back-side view of the support means 

of this invention, as seen in the plane of line 4-4 on the 
previous drawing figure. 
The paint can support 10 is shown to include a pair 

of panel walls 12 and 14 which are formed at right angles 
to each other and are of relatively the same length and 
width. The support is made of sheet metal, but may be 
made of plastic or other materials if desired. 

Each of the panel walls is formed to include a pair of 
elongated slots which extend from near the junction of 
the two walls towards their outer disposed ends. The 
slots are identified 18 and 20 in panel wall 12 and as 22 
and 24 in panel wall 4. 
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2 
The slots are disposed near the side edges of the panel 

walls and are in parallel spaced relation to each other. 
Each of the elongated slots 18, 20, 22 and 24 is formed 

to include an enlarged opening 26 at its outer disposed 
end which receives the fasteners of a retainer means later 
described. 
The panel wall 12 is rounded at its outer disposed end 

principally for appearance. 
Referring to the two panel walls 12 and 14, it will 

be appreciated that they are essentially the same and 
that either one may serve as a back or bottom wail for 
Supporting a paint can or the like thereon. For example, 
in FIGURE 1 the panel wall 12 serves as the back wall 
and the other wall 14 is the support wall. In FIGURE 3 
the panel wall 12 is the support wall and the panel wall 
14 is disposed to serve as the back wall. 

Suitable retainer means, such as the length of chain 
30, with a fastener 32 at each end, may be engaged to 
whichever panel wall is serving as the back wall, to hold 
a paint can engaged thereto. The fasteners 32 are shown 
as simple bolts with enlarged heads 34 receptive through 
the enlarged ends of slots 18, 20, 22 and 24 and adjustable 
the full length of the slots. One of the fasteners may 
include means for adjusting the length of the chain be 
tween them, although not specifically shown, and a coil 
spring 36 serves ideally as a tensioning means to hold a 
paint can of whatever size snug against the back wall of 
the paint can supporting device. 
The panel wall 4 is shown to have the outermost 

terminal edge thereof bent down, as at 40, and under, 
as at 42, to provide a reversely bent flange which extends 
back under the panel wall 14 and in fixed spaced relation 
to it. It includes a separation 44 between its side edges 
which forms two side edge parts 46 and 48, each of 
which have a thumb screw member 50 threaded there 
through. The thumb screws 50, as will be immediately 
apparent, enable the support to be engaged to the front 
edge of the top or any other step of a stepladder or to the 
rung of a ladder, as shown in FIGURE 3. 

Referring specifically to FIGURE 3: 
The support means 10 of this invention is particularly 

well Suited for use with a rung type ladder in that the 
reversely bent flange 42 may be disposed over one rung 
of a ladder, identified as 52, and the length of the wall 
14 is less than the distance between a pair of rungs; the 
next lower rung being identified as 54. The length of 
the wall 14 is also substantially equal to the distance 
between rungs, when the ladder is disposed at an angle, 
as for use, so that the wall 12 rests on and is supported 
by the ladder rung 54. 

Since the distance between ladder rungs is gen 
erally standardized and the angle at which a ladder is 
disposed does not vary appreciably, a basic dimension is 
obtainable. However, appreciating that there are differ 
ences, and despite means for holding a paint can on the 
support so that it can be maintained at a slight angle, a 
pair of hooks 60 and 62 are used to compensate for slight 
differences. 
The hooks 60 and 62 are engaged to the panel wall 14, 

near its junction with the wall 12, and hang free. They 
are of such length as permits them to be engaged to the 
side rail of the rung ladder, identified 56 in FIGURE 3, 
and to serve both to hold the paint can support near one 
side of the ladder and in a horizontal disposition. 

In the latter respect, holding the support wall 14 level, 
it will be appreciated that if the wall 14 droops down 
and the engagement of one of the hooks with the ladder 
side rail 56 does not straighten it out, that the whole sup 
port member can be shifted away from the side rail to 
cause the hook to pull it up straighter. The side move 
ment shortens the length of the hook, in effect, and causes 
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it to hold the support against both lateral and undesirable 
pivotal movement. 
The hooks 60 and 62 also serve to retain the support 

against the movement force of the weight of the paint can 
and thereby add stability to the ladder mounted structure. 
From the foregoing, it will be appreciated that other 

modifications and improvements within the spirit; and 

5 

scope of this invention come to mind. Such of these as 
are within the language of the hereinafter appended claims 
are to be considered as inclusive therein and only those 
specifically excluded are to be considered as outside there 
of. 

I claim: 
1. A support for a paint can, and comprising: 
a member having a pair of panel walls formed at right 

angles to each other and interchangeably adapted to 
serve as a bottom wall for receiving and Supporting 
a paint can thereon and a back wall for receiving 
the paint can in retained engagement therewith, 

said panel walls each including a pair of relatively 
spaced elongated solts which are enlarged near the 
outer disposed ends of the panel walls, 

one of the panel walls having the outer disposed termi 
nal edge thereof turned back under said one panel 
wall and spaced apart therefrom for receiving the rung 
of a ladder therein, 

said one panel wall having a length, as disposed to 
serve as the back panel wall, of less than the distance 
between an adjacent pair of ladder rungs and substan 
tially that required to dispose the other of said panel 
walls in supported engagement and horizontally dis 
posed on the lower rung of said ladder rungs when 
engaged to the upper thereof and when the ladder 
has its rungs angularly disposed for use, 

means detachably engaged in said panel wall slots at the 
enlarged ends thereof for holding a paint can to the 
back wall thereof, 

and means engaged to said panel walls near the junc 
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tion thereof and laterally extendable for engagement 
with the side rail of a ladder for holding the paint can 
supporting bottom panel wall horizontal and fixed 
against the upsetting movement force of the weight 
of the paint can thereon. 
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2. A support means for paint cans and the like in use 

with rung and stepladders, and comprising; 
a member formed to include a pair of panel walls at 

right angles to each other and adaptable for inter 
changeable use as back wall and bottom wall Sup 
ports for paint cans and the like received thereon, 

one of said panel walls having the terminal end thereof 
formed back upon itself to provide a hook for the 
hanging support of said member on the rung of a 
ladder as vertically disposed for use with a rung lad 
der and for retaining engagement with the edge of a 
step of a stepladder as horizontally disposed for use 
therewith, 

and means for alternate uses with said panel walls in 
their service as back wall supports for holding a 
paint can and the like in engagement there with. 

3. The support means of claim 2, including 
free hanging hook means provided on one of said panel 

walls for engaging the side rail of a rung ladder and 
permissive of variable positioning of said member 
laterally on the rung of a ladder for horizontal 
orientation of the panel wall serving as said bottom 
wall Support. 

4. The support means as claim 2, 
said holding means for alternate use with said panel 

walls including chain means of variable length and 
including tensioning means between the ends thereof. 

5. The support means as claim 2, 
said holding means including elongated slots provided 

near each side edge in each of said panel walls and 
means for spanning the distance between the slots 
about an object and for retained engagement of the 
ends thereof in said slots. 
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