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To all whom it may concern’

Be it known that I, Franx G. Farnuam, a
citizenn of the United States, and resident
of Honesdale, Pennsylvania, have invented
certain new and useful Improvements in
Means for Attaching Names to Umbrellas,
of which the following is a specification.

My present invention relates to improve-
ments in means for attaching the owner’s
name to that part of an umbrella or parasol
known as the stretcher, and the object is to
provide means by which the owner’s name,
as well as the place of residence, may be ap-
plied in an economical and ornamental man-
ner, and the name itself may be assembled
quickly by applying the proper letter carry-
ing elements, without the use of any tools,
and which can be cheaply produced and
adapted to be sent out by mail or kept in
stock in large numbers in department and
other stores, such as jewelry and umbreila
supply houses.

My invention includes the novel features
of comstruction and combination of parts
hereinafter described and particularly de-

_ fined in the appended claims.
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Tn the accompanying drawings

Figure 1 represents the skeleton or frame
of an umbrella in elevation,

" Fig. 2 is a plan view of a thin metal blank.
- Fig. 8 is a perspective view of the blank
of Fig. 2 after shaping.

Fig. 4 is a perspective view of a portion
of a stretcher.

Figs. 5, 6, 7 and 8 are perspectives of
character bearing members, the latter shown
in reverse. ‘

Fig. 9 is a longitudinal section of a soft
thin metal character element bearing tongue.

Fig. 10 is a perspective of the upper iace
of Fig. 9 with several character bearing
elements thereon.

- Fig. 11 represenis the same in reverse.
" Fig. 12 is a detail view of 2 key.

Fig. 13 is a slightly modified form of key.

Fig. 14 is a perspective of the various
members mounted on a section of an um-
brella stretcher.

Tn these drawings 1, Fig. 1, represents the
stick of an umbrella, 2 the handle, 3 the
runner, 4—4 ribs, 5—5 the stretchers, 6 the
name applying device applied to one of the
stretchers, and 6’ the same applied also to
a Tib near its lower end. In Fig. 2 is shown
a thin sheet metal blank, preferably of sheet
steel, the body 7 having at one end the ex-

tensions 7—7’. From this blank is formed
the holder, shown in detail in Fig. 8, in
which 8 indicates a bent U shaped part,
adapted to fit the stretchers 5, or rib 4. Bent
at right angles and a little less than the out-
side depth of a stretcher, is a narrow space
9—9, extending on each side the full length
of the holder. Two narrow vertical parts,
10—10, extend upward from the edges of
portions 9, their edges being bent inward
as at 10°—10’, to provide longitudinal
grooves of sufficient depth and width to re-
ceive the character bearing elements shown
in Figs. 5 to 8. At the rear end the parts
10’—I10" are bent downward, as at 7—T7’,
to act as stops to prevent the character bear-
ing elements from further movement along
the grooves. K'ig. 4 represents a section of
a stretcher, 11, being the groove formed by

60

65

70

75

bending into U form 11’—11’, the edges, .

and 1177, that part which is connected to the
runner 3. The metal character bearing
plates or elements comprise spacing, period,
and character bearing elements, 12 desig-
nating a spacing element or filler, 13 s char-
acter bearing plate, represented by the let-
ter “N,” and 14 a period plate. These have
inwardly bent flanges 15, wide and deep
enough to receive the tongue 16 with the
name assembled thereon. For the character
elements, I use, preferably, thin sheet metal,
No. 26 to 80, old English wire gage, which
calipers ¢4 of an inch thick, or less, and
the tongue 16 is also the same thickness.
But I employ for this latter element, prefer-
ably, soft sheet aluminum which, when bent
up, as at 17, will show a bright silver finish
and when the name is assembled can be
bent up and easily cut off at 16”, Fig. 11.
One end 17 of the tongue acts as a stop,
while the other end is preferably tapered to
permit the members 5, 6 and 7, to be readily
threaded onto it, the fingers only being re-
quired.

In applying a name to an umbrella
stretcher the umbrella is partly or fully
opened and the holder, shown in Fig. 3, is
applied to the stretcher, the bend 11 or
convex side of the stretcher resting in the
channel 8, A tongue 16, with the character
bearing elements properly threaded thereon
to speil the name, and being confined be-
tween the flange 17 and the bent over por-
tion of the opposite end (the surplus hav-
ing been trimmed off), is then inserted or
slid into the grooves of the holder above

860

85

90

85

100

106

116




‘the édges 11/, in the manner illustrated in

Fig. 14, which shows the same partly in-
serted. Thereafter one or more of the key
pieces or wedges, shown in Figs. 12 or 18,
are inserted between the tongue 16 and the

bottom 11 of the stretcher, the wedge being

of a width to bear on the tongue between

' the edges of the character bearing elements.
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One form of binding key is shown in Fig.
12, in which 18 indicates the body, about
5% of an inch thick and an inch long. A
lug or projection 18" extends upward from
the thickest end, the key having a slight
taper longitudinally, the small end being
beveled as at 18"/, to allow it to be easily in-
serted between the inside of the bottom of
the stretcher 11, and the under side of the
tongue. The upturned part of the key acts
a8 8 stop to limit the distance when being
forced home. This part of the key 18’ ex-
tends upward a sufficient distance to be
caught by the thumb nail and withdrawn
when using the device in making practical
demonstrations. In Fig. 13 a similar key
is illustrated, but without a knob. This
shape of key requires less material and la-
bor to make it and it can be forced into po-
sition until the rear end 18"/ comes flush
with the bent up portion of the tongue 1i,
which insures it against removal. Two of
the keys may be used, if desired, one at
each end. The holder may be stamped out
from| magnetic sheet steel, which would

. insure its retention in position on the
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stretcher when fitting the tongue with its
members in place,

From the foregoing description it is evi-
dent that the name, for instance, or receipt
of a mail order, ¢an be assembled and with
the holders and keys and proper character
matter, may be mailed to the purchaser at
small expense and readily applied to the
umbrella, using the fingers only in so doing.
The tongue and keys require no finish, but
the character bearing elements may be
finished in silver or gold “dip” to make an
artistic contrast with the holder, which I
prefer to have oxidized. ~

“from 0 to 9, inclusive.

1,043,508

The chardcter bearing members include
not only the letters of the alphabet but the
characters & and Co., and the numerals
Since “about all
umbrella stretchers vary but little in size,
being 3 of an inch outside elevation and the
largest about 32 of an inch in cross sec-
tion, it follows that a holder made to fit
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the largest can also be applied to one a frac- -

tion of an inch smaller in cross section, but
I prefer to make two sizes, or more if neces-
sary, to fit the standard stretchers and ribs.

Having thus described my invention what
I claim iss+— :

1. The combination with a rib or
stretcher of an umbrella, of a holder hav-
ing a substantially U-shaped channel to re-

_ceive said rib or stretcher and having lon-

gitudinal opposed grooves at the edges
thereof, and character bearing elements ly-
ing above said rib or stretcher and having
their edges held in said grooves.

2. A device for applying names to um-
brella ribs and stretchers comprising a chan-
nel shaped holder, a sheet metal tongue hav-
ing character bearing elements provided
with openings threaded on said tongue, said
tongue and character bearing elements be-
ing adapted to be slid into said channel
after the holder is applied to the rib or
stretcher, and means for lockine the same
in place on said rib or stretcher.

3. A device for applying names to um-
brella ribs and ' stretchers comprising a

-channel shaped holder, a tongue or strip

haying character bearing elements provided
with eyes or openings threaded on said
tongue, said tongue and character bearin
elements being adapted to be slid into sai
channel after the holder is applied to the
rib or stretcher, and a wedge adapted to be
inserted between the tongue and rib or
stretcher to hold the pasts in place.

FRANK GUNN FARNHAM,

Witnesess:
Frorence A. Erprep,
N. C. Farnuawm,
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